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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


SELECTIVE TENDERING was discussed at a recent meeting 
between the Minister of Housing and local authority associa- 
tions. p. 328 


AT THE ROYAL NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD, 1955, a gold 
medal will be awarded for a building which ‘‘ has made a real 
contribution to the architecture of the Principality.” p. 332 


A SYSTEM OF CONSTRUCTION by which, it is claimed, 
three-apartment flats have been built at Clydebank at a cost 
each of £1,850 (including lifts, heating and other services) is 
described. p. 342 


“FACTORY COLONIES” to accommodate industries dis- 
placed by Birmingham’s new ring road are proposed. p. 348 


A NEW FORM OF CONTRACT for specialist work 
commissioned direct by building owners has been prepared 
by the Federation of Associations of Specialists and Sub- 


contractors. p. 353 
NORTH WALES is to have a Building Exhibition. It will 
open at Wrexham on September 27. p. 354 


UNDERGROUND GARAGES are to be built under three 
London Squares, and architects have been appointed. p. 359 


LARGE BUILDING CONTRACTS for collegiate and other 
buildings in Burma were placed with British firms in London 
this week. p. 361 


Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


FRONT-GARDEN PARKING 


REAT areas of suburbia, developed before the era of the 
motor car, made no provision for private garages. 
The result is that many car owners who cannot or will not 
pay for a private lock-up garage (often, indeed, none is avail- 
able within a reasonable distance) are now parking their cars, 
motor cycles and sidecar outfits in their front gardens. 
Suburban roads, particularly those of the earlier speculative 
builders, are often unpleasing enough in appearance ; to-day, 
with their front gardens cluttered up with cars, often left for 
long periods shrouded in waterproof sheets, they are becoming 
positively hideous. Apart from the unsightliness, the weight 
of heavy cars on soft earth is not calculated to do any good to 
the house drains, a foot or so beneath. 


To facilitate front-garden parking the general practice is 
to knock down a sufficient part of the front wall or fence and 
to erect double gates in place, often of the home-made kind ; 
sometimes these are dispensed with, leaving jagged ends of 
dwarf walls as an irresistible temptation to hooligans for 
further destruction. Where this happens a respectable road 
can quickly degenerate. Local authorities generally do no- 
thing about it, possibly because they do not wish to drive 
car-owning ratepayers to other areas, though we notice that 
Wembley UDC and the Erith Council are considering taking 
action to stop the practice. 


If the problem is not to get completely out of hand, some- 
thing will have to be done quickly, and something often can 
be done. Much of the older suburban development, par- 
ticularly that of the corridor-street type of layout, includes 
fairly generous back gardens, often separated by a passage- 
way, which needs only to be widened to provide a through 
access road, adjacent to which every householder who wished 
to do so could build his own private garage on his own ground. 
Even where a passageway is non-existent there is often 
enough room for the construction of an access roadway. A 
scheme of this kind would need the consent of owners or 
tenants in the blocks affected, and, of course, the refusal of 
only one at each end would be enough to stultify it. 

An alternative would be to build lock-up garages where 
suitable land is available near at hand. As any train journey 
through suburbia will show, there is much waste land in the 
possession of the railways which could be utilised for this 
purpose. Access to it is sometimes a difficulty, but not 
always. Local authorities, too, often own land not fully 
used for municipal purposes, and this might be turned to 
account, to the benefit not only of car-owners but also of the 
rates. 

The front-garden parking blight is not confined to the 
poorer parts of suburbia—it is found increasingly in the 
better-elass neighbourhoods. With more and more people 
owning cars, the garage problem in the older suburban areas 
is bound to get steadily worse unless steps are taken to deal 
with it. Local authorities need to act quickly if such amenities 
as remain are not to be completely spoiled. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


SELECTIVE TENDERING 


HE Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment on July 26 met representa- 
tives of local authority associations and 
discussed matters of tendering procedure, 
in particular the suggestion made in the 
report of the Joint Committee on Tender- 
ing Procedure that selective tendering 
should be used generally by local authori- 
ties. A communication from the Min- 
ister, who is at present on holiday, is 
awaited by the associations. 


CATHEDRAL REPAIRS 


CATHEDRALS and churches in all parts 
of the country are still in need of extensive 
repairs and it is clear that the years of 
wartime and post-war neglect will take 
a long time to overcome. 

Hereford Cathedral has now been found 
to be in some danger. At the annual 
meeting of the Friends of Hereford 
Cathedral, in July, the Dean of Hereford 
the Very Rev. H. R. Burrows, stated 
that the walls of the south transept had 
been moving out and there were holes 
through which one could put one’s fist. 
The cathedral architect, Mr. E. A. Roiser, 
LRIBA, said that the remedy was to tie 
three of the walls. 

In a subsequent statement, the Dean 
said the walls of the south transept were in 
danger of moving away from the main 
structure ; that decisions had been taken 
as to the kind of work required, and that 
as a result of work already done there was 
no danger of the transept collapsing. 

“The problem now,” he added, “ is 
raising money for the work required to be 
done, but we shall not issue a public 
appeal until we know exactly how much 
money we require.” 

At the twenty-third annual meeting of 
the Friends of St. David’s Cathedral, 
held the same day, the Dean, the Very 
Rev. C. Witton-Davies, said that the 
£100,000 appeal fund continued to in- 
crease, though slowly; £4,000 had been 
received since last August, and the total 
now stood at just over £35,000. 

It is reported that the Dean is to visit 
the United States, where he hopes to 
stimulate interest in the shrine of the 
patron saint of Wales among Welsh 
Americans. 


AA ACTIVITIES 

An address by the president of the 
Architectural Association, Mr. Peter Shep- 
heard, BArchy ARIBA, will be given at 
their annual general meeting on October 27 
at Bedford-square. Subsequent meetings 
have been arranged to take place on 
November 24, January 26, February 23, 
April 27 and May 25, and the exhibition 
of members’ sketches will be held from 
October 27 to November 19. The AA 
Essay Prize for 1954, value £21, has 
been awarded to Mr. D. M. Gregory 
Jones for his essay ‘‘ Some early work of 
the LCC Architects’ Department.”’ 


SCOTTISH FLOWER PAINTINGS 


‘THE EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS in oils 
presented jointly by the Society of 
Scottish Artists and the National Trust 
for Scotland, at the offices of the Trust, 
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5, Charlotte-square, Edinburgh, is to 
remain open until September 11. An 
exhibition of flower paintings is also being 
held by the Trust in the Scotland Room 
of the Outlook Tower. This is a joint 
exhibition of the work of two artists, 
the late Sir Herbert Maxwell of Mon- 
reith, Bart., and Mr. Benjamin Gibbon, 
and will be continued until September 30. 
The works of Sir Herbert Maxwell were 
loaned by Sir Aymer Maxwell, Bart., and 
Mrs. A. D. S. Nicholls-Clemens, and this 
is the first occasion at which they have 
been exhibited in Edinburgh. The oil 
paintings by Mr. Benjamin Gibbon are 
available for sale. 


RFAC APPOINTMENTS 


THE QUEEN has approved the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Allan Stephen Quartermaine 
and Mr. Geoffrey Alan Jellicoe, FRIBA, 
MTPI, as members of the Royal Fine 
Art Commission in succession to Sir 
William Halcrow and Mr. John Newen- 
ham Summerson, CBE, ARIBA, who have 
retired. 


SCULPTURE ON BUILDINGS 


IN connection with the sculptures on 
the Medical Research Laboratories at 
Porton, illustrated in our last issue, Mr. 
H. W. Palliser, FRBS, the. sculptor, 
points out that the suggestion was his 
that the subjects of the sculptured panels 
should depict the Labours of Hercules, 
as having a bearing on the work of the 
laboratories. 'The error is regretted. 


DS SERVICE, ST. PANCRAS 


THE District Surveyors’ Service in 
the districts of St. Pancras North and 
South have been amalgamated with effect 
from August 12. Mr. F. P. Scott, 
formerly District Surveyor for Stepney, 
is the District Surveyor for the new 
combined district, St. Pancras. New 
offices for the combined district will open 
on September 20, at 14-16, Duke’s-road, 
St. Pancras, WC1 (Tel. : Euston 8008/0). 
Until then the combined district will be 
administered from the existing two offices 
at 14, Percy-street, W1 (Tel. : Museum 
1155/6), and 240, Kentish Town-road, 
NWS (Tel. : Gulliver 1626), respectively, 
and Mr. Scott will be based at the Percy- 
street office. 


US PLASTICS CONFERENCE 


A “ Piastics IN BUILDING ”’ conference 
will be conducted in Washington by the 
Building Research Institute on October 27 
and 28. 'The first of its kind ever held in 
the States, the Conference of seven 
technical sessions will stress the import- 
ance of plastics in home, industrial and 
institutional construction. It will be 
sponsored by the Society of the Plastics 
Industry, the Manufacturing Chemists’ 
Association and the Building Advisory 
Board. 


APPOINTMENT 


Mr. HucH ConNeELt, ARIBA, Chief 
Assistant Architect to Leeds City Council, 
has been appointed Deputy Borough 
Architect to Camberwell Metropolitan 
Borough Council at a salary of £1,150 per 
annum. 
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OUR LADY OF THE ISLES. A 
twelve-inch model carved by Mr. Hew 
Lorimer for the 25-ft. granite statue of 
Our Lady and Child which he ts to start 
work on shortly for the people of the 
Outer Hebrides. to commemorate the 


Marian Year. ‘Siatuettes 12 in. high 
and cast in plaster from the original 
carving are on sale, price 17s. 6d. each. 
All profits will be devoted to “‘ Our Lady 
of the Isles Fund.’ Applications to 
reserve a statuette may be made to the 
Business Manager, 28 Lauriston-street, 
Edinburgh, 3. 
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PROFESSIONAL ANN OUNCEMEN TS 


Mr. ARTHUR KENYON, CBE, FRIBA, 15, Adeline- 
place, WC1, has linked the three office telephone lines 
with Museum 9391. The former second number 
(Museum 7495) should no longer be used. 


Messrs. GEORGE LAING AND YOUNG, quantity sur- 
veyors, of Hereford and Cheltenham, have removed 
their Cheltenham office to 4, Imperial-square, Chelten- 
ham (Tel. : Cheltenham 56684). 


MEssrS. WILFRID HILEsS AND SON, Chartered Quantity 
Surveyors, will transfer their Birmingham office on 
September 13 to Coleridge Chambers, 177, Corporation- 
street, Birmingham, 4 (tele.: Central 5355). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, August 26, 1854 


EVASION OF THE “ SMOKE AcT.”’—It is 
too apparent that up to the present time 
the intolerable London smoke is as thick 
as it was prior to the ‘‘ Smoke Act” 
coming into operation, and the whole- 
some provisions of the Act are set at 
defiance by the smoke-makers. From 
Chelsea to London-bridge the river is at 
times enveloped in smoke. Gasworks, 
water-works, distilleries, breweries, pot- 
teries, and all sorts of factories, emit 
more smoke than usual, as if daring the 
Home Secretary’s mandate. 
have united to oppose the Act in a way 
truly formidable, for it is said that the 
whole of the metropolitan bakers have 
resolved to close their shops upon the 
first conviction of one of their fraternity, 
and not to open them until they are 
absolved from the provisions of the Act. 








The bakers ° 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


EXAMINATIONS OF THE RICS 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—I have read Mr. Willis’s article 

on the RICS examinations with 

great interest, and would like to make the 
following comments : 


(1) The percentage of passes—round 
about 45 per cent.—does not compare 
unfavourably with other professional exam- 
ination results. I believe that in these 
days, where the aim of every “ white- 
collar worker ”’ is to obtain a professional 
qualification, a great number of persons 
go in for professional examinations who 
have not properly prepared for them, 
even after having sat for a particular 
examination one or more times. Pro- 
fessional institutions have no complaint 
to make about these unsatisfactory candi- 
dates as they collect a large number of 
subscriptions from students and pro- 
bationers who do not use their institution 
facilities and who, after paying heavy 
subscriptions for three or four years’ 
membership in these grades, resign in 
despair or disgust, without ever reaching 
and enjoying the benefits of full member- 
ship. 

(2) With particular reference to quan- 
tity surveying, employers in _ private 
practice are, generally speaking, quite 
unconcerned whether an employee is 
qualified or not, provided he can do the 
job. This seems to indicate that the 
examination subjects are not sufficiently 
related to the work found in normal 
practice and are not a true reflection of a 
candidate’s professional ability. 'The com- 
plexity and number of subjects could 
be reduced, as Mr. Willis suggests, by 
combining the First and Intermediate 
examinations. Most other professional 
institutions have only two professional 
examinations. 


(3) Mr. Willis mentions the phrase now 
common in advertisements for Public 
Authority jobs “or other appropriate 
qualification”? as if he supposes that 
Public Authorities cannot find persons 
who have succeeded in passing the RICS 
examinations! I would suggest it is 
because there are now other professional 
institutions such as the IQS and IAAS 
whose examinations are of sufficiently 
high standard and which are not “an 
agglomeration of eight professions.” 


(4) It seems to me that there should be 


some machinery (for example, a govern- | 


ment committee of educationists) for 
inquiring into the conduct of examina- 
tions by private professional institutions. 
One is always hearing scandalous stories 
about the way their examinations are 
conducted, but there is rarely any evidence 
of proof! Apart from anything else, the 
time taken by the RICS to publish results 
is ridiculous, especially when compared 
with the time in which GCE results (of 
all Boards) are published. 


(5) Incidentally, in connection with 
professional examinations, an inquiry 
into Correspondence Colleges would not 
be out of place. A large number of 
persons take courses with these colleges 
but despite “‘ No Pass-No Fee ”’ guaran- 
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tees, a large number of persons both pay 
and fail ! 
JouHn L. Derry. 

Toynbee Hall, E1. 

P.S.—I may appear a phenomenon to 
Mr. Willis as I passed RICS First and 
Intermediate (Quants Section) first time 
(1953 and 1954). The First I studied for 
partly by a correspondence course, and 
the Intermediate by reading on my own. 
I attended no evening classes. I am 
articled in a firm of Chartered Quantity 
Surveyors. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I should like to express my warm 
appreciation of the fair-minded, 
courageous and accurate statement you 
published in your issue of August 20, 
relating to the quantity surveying division 
of the RICS professional examinations. 
When the editor of the Standard Method 
of Measurement takes up the cudgels, 
perhaps there is at last some hope for the 
poor examinees ! 

I am a taker-off earning £1,250 p.a. 
with a London Chartered firm specialising 
in the more intricate type of work asso- 
ciated with cathedrals and churches. For 
some years now I have done the whole of 
the taking-off on contracts each valued at 
up to £500,000. At school I consist- 
ently came in the first three out of 100 
pupils in my year in science. I obtained 
London matriculation by exemption as a 
result of credits in my school certificate 
examination. 

Yet it has taken me 12 years exceedingly 
hard work to reach my present position 
in the RICS examinations—that position 
being that I have passed all subjects in all 
their examinations except quantity sur- 
veying in the Final examination, on which 
subject I have just been referred back for 
the second successive year. Not only 
is this patently absurd in view of my proven 
experience and ability in the subject, but 
until Mr. Willis’s forthright stand on the 
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matter I was unable to produce any 
figures to anybody which would show me 
up in any other light than that I was a 
poor mug who was unable to get through 
the trial examination despite the fact 
that over 30 per cent. of the candidates 
passed annually. 

Apart from the fact that my social position 
has been prejudiced by this failure, I have 
been completely prevented from :— 

(1) Obtaining a senior post with any other 
firm who do not already know my ability 
as a quantity surveyor. 

(2) Applying for government posts. 

(3) Commencing in private practice 
with the only recognised qualification. 
Furthermore my experience has shown me 

that the examination besides being absurdly 
difficult covers such an equally absurd 
diversity of subjects that it really is a question 
of Jack of all trades, master of none. 

A “master’s” standard is required in 
almost all subjects, but it is only those excep- 
tionally lucky in the draw who can provide it. 
The overall result is that despite the difficulty 
of passing the examination one can and does 
meet that peculiar anomaly—the recently 
qualified chartered quantity surveyor who 
makes confessions such as “‘I say, old boy, 
how do you measure this? You see I’ve 
never measured any structural steelwork— 
in the examination I gambled on us not getting 
any, and got away with it.” 

In my own firm there are Chartered Quan- 
tity Surveyors who are earning only a third 
of my salary and are not worth a penny more 
than they are getting. 

To me it seems that the RICS have com- 
pletely failed to provide by their examinations 
a fair and proper test of a quantity surveyor’s 
ability, and moreover have sought to conceal 
from all just how difficult this subdivision of 
their examinations has become, as to do so 
would immediately show how very simple the 
other subdivisions of their examinations must 
be to produce an overall - 30.8 per cent pass. 

As I still cherish the somewhat vain hope 
of ‘‘ qualifying ” before I reach the grave, I 
would ask you to preserve my anonymity, 
and not to publish the name or address at 
the head of this letter. 

RICS PRoBATIONER. 


To the Editor of The Builder ' 


IR,—The low percentage of passes in 
the RICS final examination for 
quantity surveyors (surmised by Mr. 
Arthur J. Willis, FRICS, in your issue 
of August 20) may suggest that the best 
types of professional men no longer offer 
themselves for examination, being de- 
terred by poor prospects and the low 
standards of professional conduct required 
by the various societies for surveyors. 


For instance, in the same issue, your 
classified advertisement columns disclose 
that for a “responsible position” in a 
defunct Ulster town a chartered quantity 
surveyor is required at an office boy’s 
salary plus 20 per cent. commission. I 
suggest that it is high time the chartered 
and incorporated surveyors’ societies 
adopted the explicit Code of Professional 
Conduct favoured by the RIBA (particy- 
larly clauses 1 and 2) instead of relying on 
the vague piety of phrases about “‘ actions 
and practices which in the opinion of the 
committee, etc.”’ 

C. R. Vinycoms. 

54, Wickstead-avenue, Leagrave, Luton. 


(Correspondence continued on page 352) 











Construction 
in Post-War Italy 
4-BRIDGES ACROSS THE ARNO 
By S. Gordon Joseph 


HE River Arno bursts out from the 
Appenines and, before it has crossed 
a fertile stretch of Tuscan plain to enter 
another gorge on its westward course to 
the sea, it passes through the city of 
Florence. On the night of August 3, 
1944, six bridges spanned this river. On 
the morning of the next day, only one of 
them remained standing—the 14th-century 
Ponte Vecchio. The rest, after notifica- 
tion to the citizens by the Nazi military 
commander, had been mined during the 
intervening hours to cover the northward 
retreat of the German forces. 

Of these bridges the outer pair had acted 
as modern traffic ways for the outskirts 
of the city; the central four dated back 
hundreds of years to the Renaissance era 
and earlier. In spite of some _ typical 
19th-century utilitarian ‘“‘ improvements ”’ 
which a couple of the bridges had had to 
endure, the four nevertheless constituted 
an aesthetic ensemble unsurpassed in any 
medium-sized city of the world. 


THE PONTE VECCHIO SPARED 


The Ponte Vecchio had been spared 
devastation due to an unexpected realisa- 
tion on the part of the German com- 
mander of its architectural and _ historic 
value; but at the cost of important 
buildings which were demolished to 
obstruct the approaches to the bridge. 
This, however, was not the city’s first 
experience of the wholesale destruction of 
its bridges, and their rise and fall over the 
centuries closely indicate the fortunes 
and the history of this magnificent city on 
the Arno. 

At the beginning of the Christian era, 
only one bridge afforded passage across 
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Sireet approaches to the Ponte Vecchio, Florence, and the bankside were blown up, 
and have now been restored in a modern version of the old style, 


the river and this was sufficient for the 
needs of the tiny settlement on the north 
bank up to the early 13th century. But 
about this time, Florence began to expand 
downstream to the Ognissanti suburb, and 
by 1218 it became necessary to throw 
another bridge across the river at that 
point, to accommodate the traffic of the 
growing wool commerce of the Humiliati 
Brotherhood. It was named Ponte 
Nuovo, or New Bridge, to distinguish it 
from the ancient Roman structure up- 
stream, now called Ponte Vecchio, the 
Old Bridge. 

Seventeen years after the new con- 
struction, a passage on the other side of 
Ponte Vecchio became essential, so Ponte 
Rubaconte was ordered; while by the 
middle of the 13th century another 
crossing was called for, and the Ponte a 
Santa Trinita was erected halfway between 


The new S. Niccolo Bridge, Florence, at the edge of the city in the setting of the 
Florentine hills. 


the two earlier bridges. In 1264, floods 
destroyed Ponte Nuovo (now known as 
Ponte alla Carraia after the town gateway 
in the vicinity) and five years later the 
S. Trinita suffered the same fate. 'They 
were soon rebuilt and during the next 
50. years only one serious incident oc- 
curred when, in 1304, citizens crowded 
on the new Carraia to watch May Day 
celebrations on the river and, under the 
weight of the revellers, the wooden bridge 
collapsed in a number of places. 


THE DESTRUCTIVE RIVER 


It was in the disastrous year of 1333, 
however, that Florentines gazed on the 
sight similar to that which their descend- 
ants were to witness six centuries later. 
The flood waters of the Arno had totally 
destroyed their bridges, with the exception 
of the Rubaconte which was severely 
damaged. In the task of rebuilding 
which followed, priority was given 
to Ponte Vecchio, for this connected 
the heart of Florence with Rome 
and the cities of the south. Between 
S. Trinita and Carraia, a temporary 
wooden bridge was thrown across 
the Arno to substitute for both 
while they underwent reconstruc- 
tion. S. Trinita, next in import- 
ance, was completed in October, 
1346, and the Carraia was later 
rebuilt by Giovanni da Campi, 
while the Rubaconte was repaired. 


Meantime, the erection of the 
bridges in the preceding century 
had encouraged the settlement of 
the nobility on the other bank of 
the Arno. This Oltrarno district 
had hitherto been inhabited ex- 
clusively by the poor and was not 
originally part of the city at all. It 
now became walled, and the towers 
and palaces of the aristocrats sprang 
up, while each of the bridges fell 
under the arbitrary control of the 
various noble families during the 
constant struggle between the Guelf 
and Ghibelline factions. Florence 
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now stood at the threshold of her 
greatness. 

By the middle of the 14th century, 
after the flood disaster, the new 
Ponte Vecchio had been erected by 
T'addeo Gaddi in the Medici era of 
Cosimo I. Its rows of goldsmiths’ 
and jewellers’ shops ran along the 
parapets, their backs overhanging 
the Arno, while a central open 
loggia of three arches in mid- 
bridge offered its incomparable 
views upstream and down. Soon 
afterwards, Vasari built the brown- 
roofed gallery which ran part of its 
mile-long course over the top of the 
bridge, to connect the Uffizi Palace 
with the Pitti on the other side of 
the river. 'This is the same Ponte 
Vecchio which alone survived, sub- 
stantially, the devastation of World 
War II. 

Towards the end of the 14th 
century, on the piers of the restored 
Rubaconte, buildings were similarly 
erected—in this case houses for 
nuns who, unable to endure the 
worldly wickedness of the city 
centre, formed their own hermitage 
on the bridge. 'The construction of the 
Chapel of S. Marie delle Grazie upon it 
in 1394 gave the bridge its new name, 
Ponte alle Grazie. In 1557, yet another 
great flood caused serious damage to its 
structure, but that was soon repaired. 
S. Trinita and the Carraia did not fare so 
fortunately, however, for they were swept 
away, each for the third time. Cosimo I 
then ordered, and Bartolomeo Ammannati 
built, the new bridges which the world 
was to cherish for nearly four hundred 
years. 

S. TRINITA BRIDGE 

The new Santa 'Trinita rose on solid 

stone supports, well raised above maximum 
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The S. Trinita bridge, Florence, before its destruction. 
was considered the finest bridge in Italy. 
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The rebuilt Carraia bridge, Florence. 


flood level, the curves of its three graceful 
arches intriguing the world for centuries 
with their small anomalies to accentuate 
its beauty. S. Trinita was something of a 
revolution in bridge-engineering, its curve 
being based on a rise to span ratio of 1/7, 
compared with the usual $ or } up till then. 
All its visible surfaces were of hard stone 
slabs, taken from the quarries which 
Cosimo had already opened specially, in 
the Boboli district of the city, for the 
building of the Pitti Palace. Ammannati 
endowed his creation with a_ typical 
Florentine sobriety, enriched with decora- 
tive elements of white marble ; and four 
superb statues by Caccini, Francavilla and 


This 


The Ponte Vecchio escaped destruction. 


Landini, representing the Seasons of the 
Year, set off each extremity of the para- 
pets. "This was the classic beauty which 
the retreating Nazis had not thought fit 
to spare, and which the city of Florence 
was to try and recapture in the middle of 
the 20th century, with difficulty. 

For the Carraia, Ammannati conceived 
a stone bridge of five arches on supports 
of chestnut timber, whose outer arches 
reached the bank just short of a complete 
span. Its dignity had satisfied the world 
for three hundred years when, in 1867, 
the architect Sarti was commissioned to 
add a little memento of 19th-century good 
taste — the barbaric ironwork which 





This view shows 
restoration work going on near the approaches. 
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thenceforward acted as a parapet for the 
safety and edification of future genera- 
tions! A few years later, a _ similar 
improvement was perpetrated on the 
Ponte alle Grazie, when the old nuns’ 
houses were pulled down for the purpose 
of adding a few feet to the road. 

The same era added the first new 
crossings since the Middle Ages. The iron 
suspension bridges, Ponte alle Cascine 
and P. di San Niccolo, now served the 
outer-city traffic needs. Another was 
substituted for the latter bridge at the end 
of the 19th century when a tramway 
crossing was required, and the original 
S. Niccolo was not considered sufficiently 
safe. Finally, in 1932 a new bridge was 
projected to replace the iron Cascine and 
also to commemorate the dead of the 
First World War. Something of a monu- 
mental character was demanded and, in 
keeping with the contemporary totali- 
tarian regime, the heavy Bridge of Victory 
(Ponte della Vittoria) was erected in white 
marble from the plans of Bruno Ferrati. 


THE SIX BRIDGES 


At the beginning of August, 1944, 
therefore, the Arno flowed down past six 
bridges : the iron S. Niccolo on the eastern 
edge of town, the ancient Grazie (formerly 
Rubaconte) which alone of them all 
retained parts dating back to the time of 
Dante, the medieval shop-lined Ponte 
Vecchio, the Renaissance inspirations of 
Ammannati—S. Trinita and Carraia with 
its mean 19th-century adornment, and the 
modern highway bridge Vittoria on the 
western edge of town. 

Like the flood of 1333, the explosions 
of 1944 put an end to them in a few 
moments, with the fortunate exception of 
Ponte Vecchio. Emergency crossings 
were immediately provided at S. Niccolo, 
the Vittoria, S. 'T'rinita and the Carraia by 
the Allied troops who had moved into 
Florence. Double-width Bailey bridges 
replaced the first two, being of importance 
to military traffic, by as early as mid- 
August. Some months later, at its own 
expense, the Municipal Administration 
constructed a wooden temporary bridge 
by Ponte alle Grazie for pedestrians. 

The new Vittoria, though of slightly 
larger ‘dimensions than its predecessor, 
has achieved a lighter quality ; it possesses 
a sort of “‘ garden-bridge ”’ aspect through 
its approach to the Cascine Park, and was 
the first permanent replacement, com- 
pleted by the summer of 1946. The 
Ministry of Works invited plans for a new 
S. Niccolo Bridge in 1946, and the judging 
committee selected that of the Society of 
Bridge Reconstruction in Rome, a single- 
span structure designed by Riccardo 
Morandi. Of reinforced concrete, 91 
metres long, 8 metres high, and a width 
of 21 metres, it was begun in May, 1947, 
and finished exactly two years later at a 
cost of £56,000. Under its pavements 
pass the gas and water pipes, electric and 
telephone cables for the city. 

The reconstruction programme affords 
an interesting comparison with the rebuild- 
ing after the great medieval flood. Fora 
start, the priorities were somewhat re- 
versed. ‘The Carraia was the first of the 
historic bridges to be scheduled for 
restoration. The original proposal was 
to reutilise the old foundations and part 
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of the supports of the emergency bridge, 
but investigation showed that this was a 
dubious plan due to the mixture of mater- 
ials present which constant rebuilding 
had left in the past. The post-war 
temporary bridge had rested on the 
original supports, so before its removal 
to make way for the new construction 
another temporary had to be erected for 
pedestrians, midway between the normal 
sites of the Carraia and S. Trinita, just as 
had been carried out after the flood of 
1333.. Accordingly, the former Bailey 
bridge which had served the S. Niccolo 
crossing up till the previous year was now 
brought into operation again, at the place 
where it is intended to erect an altogether 
new bridge some time in the future. 
After a limited competition, the project 
of Fagioli of Verona and Bertele of Turin 
was chosen, and work began ‘in May, 
1950. Fresh foundations were laid along 
the original site and a new Carraia, with- 
out the “‘ enhancement ”’ of 19th-century 
iron parapets, has taken shape across the 
river once more. 

The rebuilding of the S. Trinita 
Bridge has posed a far greater problem 
for the city. Absolutely faithful restora- 
tion was overwhelmingly agreed, conform- 
ing to the original design of Ammannati. 
It was therefore decided that all stones 
surviving intact were to be incorporated 
in the reconstruction and all the missing 
or damaged pieces to be remade, in the 
original shape and style, with similar 
material from the old Boboli quarries of 
the Medici era. The project was con- 
sidered to be quite possible, due to the 
abundance of recovered stones and be- 
cause of the rich bibliography and records 
for reference in the archives of the 
Superintendent of Monuments. 


STONES FROM THE RIVER 


The Municipality and the Superin- 
tendent’s Office got down to research, 
and usable stones were recovered from 
the river bed, along with the statues and 
decorative elements. 'Their projects were 
examined by the Bureau of the Director- 
General of Antiquities and Fine Arts, 
resulting in the selection of the Super- 
intendent’s plan and made official by a 
Statute of April, 1950. The cost has 
been estimated around £150,000 and the 
bridge still awaits completion. 

As for the Ponte alle Grazie—the oldest 
surviving bridge of them all up to that 
August night—the first shall be last. 
For choice has yet to be decided among 
the many projects submitted for its design 
and construction. Its undertaking will 
set the seal finally on the enormous task of 
restoring the historic bridges. But, how- 
ever successful in design, it is doubtful 
whether they (as with all the other damaged 
historic cities of Italy) will ever be able 
to take the place in the hearts of Floren- 
tines of those incomparable reflections in 
the Arno of a bygone golden age of 
architecture. And that feeling probably 
goes for the rest of the civilised world too. 


Concluded. Earlier articles, appeared 
in our issues of August 6, 13 and 20. 


Verona railway station, shown in Mr. 
Joseph’s first article (August 6), was 
wrongly described as at Venice. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


National Eisteddfod Gold Medal 
for Architecture 


AT THE next Royal National Eisteddfod 
of Wales, to be held at Pwllheli, Caernar- 
vonshire, in 1955, a Gold Medal is offered 
to the architect of a building erected 
since the war, which has made a real 
contribution to the architecture of the 
Principality. The award is for executed 
work and not for the submission of de- 
signs in competition, which forms another 
section of the National Eisteddfod pro- 
gramme. 


This gold medal is a new departure at the 
National Eisteddfod. Nominations will 
not be confined to large or imposing 
buildings, but will extend to the smaller 
or less ambitious which may have an 
equally valuable contribution to make. 
Entries can include either individual 
buildings, or a group of them within a 
scheme designed by one architect or 
partnership. In the latter case, layout 
and appropriate siting will be factors to 
be taken into consideration. 


The procedure to be followed for 
nomination is that the architect concerned, 
or some other individual, organisation, 
or public body, will send to the Eisteddfod 
Office, Pwllheli, by May 1, 1955, par- 
ticulars of the building or group (with the 
architect’s name), erected within a given 
period, to which attention by the judges 
is desired. 


The Court of the National Eisteddfod 
have appointed Mr. Lewis John, MA, 
FRIBA, and Dr. T.. Alwyn Lloyd, FRIBA, 
P-PTPI, as judges to advise on the award 
of the medal. 


THREE PRIZES 


The Eisteddfod programme also in- 
cludes prizes in the architecture competi- 
tion in three subjects, as follows : 


(1) A Health Centre for Pwllheli and 
District. (Prize, £50.) 


(2) The Re-development of any Caer- 
narvonshire village. Population between 
1,500 and 3,000. (£30.) 


(3) (For Juniors). 
Pwllheli. (£20.) 


Intending competitors in this section 
should send their names to the General 
Secretary, Eisteddfod Office, Pwllheli, 
so that conditions and details can be 
supplied. It is not proposed that the 
buildings shall be erected or any of the 
projects carried out. The adjudicators 
will be the same as for the Gold Medal 


award. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


CuurcH House AND CHAPEL, LIVERPOOL.—Site: 
St. Luke’s Church, Berry-street, Liverpool. Premiums: 
£800, £400 and £200. Assessor: Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, OM, RA. Conditions from Mr. P. Straw, 
Secretary, Liverpool Diocesan Reorganisation Com- 
mittee, 47, Moorfields, Liverpool, 2. i 
Closing date : December 16. 


OFFICES AT ALDWYCH, LONDON.—Site : Old Gaiety 
Theatre, Aldwych, WC2. Promoted by English 
Electric Co., Ltd. Adjudicators: Sir Percy Thomas, 
PP.RIBA, Mr. John Murray Easton, FRIBA. Com- 

etitors : Mr: David du R. Aberdeen ; Messrs. Adams 
Fiolden and Pearson ; Sir John Burnet, Tait and Ptnrs. ; 
Messrs. Farmer and Dark; Messrs. Farquharson and 
McMorran; Mr. Michael Rosenauer; Mr. Louis de 
Soissons; Mr. Basil Spence, and Messrs. Yorke, 
Rosenberg and Mardall. 


A Library for 





Deposit: £2 2s. . 
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View from Canonbury Park South, looking towards Iver Court. 


POLICE HOUSING, CANONBURY ESTATE, ISLINGTON 
Office of the Receiver for the Metropolitan Police District 


Chief Architect & Surveyor 
J. INNES ELLIOTT, B.Arch, ARIBA 


Deputy Chief Architect & Surveyor 
C. R. FOWKES, ARIBA, AMTPI 


Senior Architect-in-Charge 
the late W. S. GRICE, MC, FRIBA 
S. 7. HANCHET, ARIBA 


Architect 
C. A. LEGERTON, ARIBA 


Assistant Architect 
J}. M. McLELLAN, ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyors 
F, J}. MEEKINS & PARTNERS 


Builders 
WALTER LILLY & CO., LTD. 


HIS scheme is part of a programme to provide 
5,000 married quarters in the Metropolitan 
Police District to be occupied by policemen and their 
families. The programme is well under way and some 
2,400 units have now been provided since the war. 


The site was part of the Marquis of Northampton’s 
Estate, Islington, which includes ‘‘ Canonbury 
Towers’”’ a_ sixteenth-century manor house, and 
“Canonbury House’”’ a good example of Georgian 
domestic architecture. 


The Estate as originally developed consisted in the 
main of semi-detached mansions now in disrepair and 
outlived. The general dilapidations were aggravated 
by enemy action, and the immediate post-war develop- 
ment envisaged rebuilding small semi-detached houses 
designed by Mr. Louis de Soissons, OBE, RA, FRIBA. 
Quite a number of these houses had been completed. 


The development to Canonbury Park North was 
restricted to houses which would fill in the gaps left 
between the houses designed by Mr. Louis de Soissons. 
Flats were allowed on the less prominent areas of the 
estate. The sites are well wooded and the maximum 
number of trees have been preserved and incorporated 
in the layout. 
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Converging point 

of the two blocks of 

flats on Site ‘‘C.”’ 

Small building on 

left is a hobbies 
room. 


The site contained derelict houses which were 
demolished, and all the sound London Stock bricks 
set aside for reuse as facings. "The basements under 
the demolished houses created problems in rebuilding, 
and sub-structure work was comparatively costly. 


DEVELOPMENT 

The scheme is a mixed development of flats and 
houses providing in all a total of 79 married quarters 
consisting of 62/3 BR type flats, 14/3 BR type and 
3/2 BR type semi-detached houses. 

The site is separated by an existing through road 
(Canonbury Park North) which has, in effect, broken 
the site down into four units of development. 
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The two small sites at the entrance to the Estate 
are ‘‘V’’-shaped and provide design problems in 
continuing the building lines and forming an effective 
frontage to the approach. 


These four units have been separately named for 
postal reference, and the individual accommodation 
is as follows: Iver Court (Site B), 24 flats 8/3 BR 
houses ; Grice Court (Site C), 30 flats 6/3 BR houses ; 
William Lodge (Site D), 4 flats 1/2 BR house ; 
Stanley Lodge (Site E), 4 flats 2/2 BR houses. 


GENERAL LAYOUT 


Flats are limited to three-storeys and planned to 
give direct access from staircases in pairs. 


es 


Iver Court (Site 

“‘B’’), showing block 

of six flats on the 

left and block of 12 
on the right. 


335 








336 


THE BUILDER 


August 27 1954 





Block of flats and houses on Site ‘‘E.’ Below: Plan of same block. 


All frontages are turfed and communal lawns are 
provided for use by the occupants of the flats. Indivi- 
dual gardens are provided behind the flats. Houses 
have separate pram and cycle sheds as an outbuilding 
which forms a link between houses. Flats have 


individual pram and cycle sheds grouped to suit 


layout and communal clothes-drying areas. 
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The slight slopes of the original site levels have 
been accentuated by raised flower beds and forming 
level lawns. 

A small service road is provided at the south end 
of site “ B,’’ where the development is in depth, to 
provide access to entrance some distance from the 
public road. 
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A general breakdown of pedes- 
trian traffic to the police quarters 
has been created by the dispersal 
of entrances with direct access 
from the public footpaths where 
possible. 


Room sizes and house and flat 
areas are designed within the re- 
quirements of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government 
standards as laid down in the Hous- 
ing Manual. Each married quarter 
unit has a uniform cupbvard planned 
off the hall to accommodate the 
policeman’s kit. 


Construction—(Flats).— 13% in. 
solid load - bearing walls, hollow 
pot re floors. Salvaged bricks were 
used for walls below ground level. 
TDA roof trusses, clinker block 
partitions. Standard EJMA tim- 
ber windows (sliding sashes and 
casement type). Sash windows are 
operated by spring balance. In- 
situ fair faced reinforced concrete 
stairs and landings, the _ soffits 
being left as natural concrete. 


Finishings.—Golden brown, Crow- 
borough mottled kiln stock facings. 
Panels below living-room windows 
formed with Staffordshire blue en- 
gineering bricks. Langleys an- 
tique interlocking pantiles to roof. 
Backs of balconies rendered and 
painted ‘‘Intertol’’ enamel paint. 
Internal walls plastered and finished 
with emulsion paint. 


Floor finishes—Living - rooms 
and bedrooms — board on battens 
fixed on acoustic clips. Re- 


mainder of flat finished asphalt 
tiles. Main entrance halls to stair- 
case—concrete tiling. Roof garden 
over pram sheds—Neolite concrete 
paving. Staircases and landings— 
tinted black granolithic rendering. 

Construction—( Houses). — 11 in. 
cavity walling ; the outer wall is in 
second-hand stocks salvaged from 
the site demolitions as are the walls 
below ground. 


Ground-floor construction varied 
to suit local site conditions. Where 
old basements existed at a depth 
of 8 ft. the main walls below dpc 
were thickened to 134 in. solid, and 
a floor constructed of precast rein- 
forced concrete beam units to 
bridge the basements. A _ layer 
of site concrete was laid at the 
lower level and the basement left 


void. Where hardcore fill became’ 


excessive to fill lesser voids, the hole 
was filled with consolidated earth 
as initial support to a reinforced 
concrete ground floor slab. 


First floor construction to the 
houses on site “B”’ consists of a 
boarded floor on 2 in. by 2 in. 
battens over 7 in. by 3 in. precast 
reinforced concrete beams. ‘The 
beams are fair faced and the panel 
soffit between beams is of Insulite 
building board. The exposed 
beams allowed a reduced height 
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View of houses fronting on to Canonbury Park North. 


of 8 ft. from floor to floor finish. 

Services (Houses).—Water heating 
by domestic boilers with storage 
cylinder in linen cupboard. (Flats). 
—Under draining board type of 
electric water storage heaters ; space 
heating by electric panel fires to 
main bedrooms and by open fire- 
places with slow burning grate to 
living - rooms. All plumbing is 
housed within internal ducts. Fol- 
lowing is a list of sub-contractors : 
Facing bricks, S. A. Hunter, Ltd. ; 
reinforced concrete structures (floors 
and staircases), The Kleine Co., 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, Yannedis and 
Co., Ltd. ; metal balustrading, Light 


Steelwork (1925), Ltd.; sanitary 
fittings, Ashley Brandou, Ltd. ; 
cold-water storage tanks, Horseley 
Bridge and Piggott, Ltd. ; electrical 
installation, Pinching and Walton, 
Ltd. ; thermoplastic flooring, Arm- 
strong Cork Co., Ltd. ; internal and 
external plumbing, Z. D. Berry and 
Co., Ltd.; prestressed concrete 
beams, Concrete Development Co., 
Ltd. ; mesh reinforcement, John- 
sons R. C. Eng. Co., Ltd. ; con- 
tinuous-burning fires, General Light 
Castings, Ltd. ; lettering, The Let- 
tering Centre ; precast floors, Rapid 
Floor Co., Ltd.,; garden layouts, 
Southwood Bros., Ltd. 


POLICE HOUSING AT ISLINGTON 
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View of flats on Site “‘C’’ fronting on to Alwyne-square. 
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RA Summer Exhibition, 1954 Drawn by K. T. Kapolka 
PROPOSED GRAMMAR SCHOOL, BROMSGROVE, WORCESTERSHIRE 


F. R. S. Yorke, E. Rosenberg and C. S. Mardall, Architects 








RA Summer Exhibition, 1954 Drawn by #. D. M. Harvev 
PARISH CHURCH AND HALL, TWYDALL GREEN, GILLINGHAM 
Arthur Bailey, OBE, FRIBA, Architect 


BOY S, CRARLTON 


ee ee es 


RA Summer Exhibition, 1954 Drawn re E. J. Thring 
ST. AUSTIN’S SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL FOR BOYS, CHARLTON 
Clayton and Black and Daviel, Architects 
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View from the west. 





BREAKFAST ROOM AND LOGGIA, “ REMNANTZ,” MARLOW, BUCKS 


Architect 
G. BERKELEY WILLS, FRIBA 


Builders 
Y. ¥. LOVELL & SON, LTD. 


View from the 
breakfast room. 
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7 REMNANTZ ” is an attractive and interesting eighteenth-century 

house with later alterations and additions, some of which have 
been made by the present owner, including the work here illustrated 
which was carried out last year. There is also a fine stable block, the 
upper part of which has been made into a flat and the ground floor 
into garages. 


The house, together with Marlow Place, was the original home of 
what later became the RMC at Sandhurst. 


The breakfast room takes the place of the old servants’ hall—for 
which, of course, there is no need nowadays—and a semi-circular 
loggia has been constructed facing a magnificent tulip tree on the 
garden side. 


The glazed doors between breakfast room and loggia are made to 
fold back so as to form one room in summer. 


The loggia is of ferro-concrete construction with Portland stone 
finish and was made by the Cowley Concrete Company, of Abingdon, 
to the architect’s full-size drawings. The general contractors were 
Messrs. Y. J. Lovell and Son, Ltd., of Marlow. 


BREAKFAST ROOM AND LOGGIA, 
“REM NANTZ,” MARLOW, BUCKS 














Boorse | \ 


Scale of Feet 
10 5 ° io 20 30 








Plan showing breakfast room and loggia. 
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NEw HOMES FROM OLD BUILDINGS. By H. 
Dalton Clifford and R. E. Enthoven. 
Pp. 119, illustrated. Country Life, Ltd. 
Price 18s. 

THOUGH PRIMARILY directed at the 
harassed house-hunter, this sensible, remark- 
ably informative, readable, and well-pro- 
duced book will be useful to architects and 
all others concerned in building. Rather 
more than half the space, and much more 
than half the text, is devoted to general 
principles and helpful advice; the second 
part consists of plans, photographs and 
descriptions of 21 very varied examples of 
conversion. 

After discussing the advantages, diffi- 
culties and disadvantages involved in con- 
version, the authors explain how and where 
conversion is economically and practically 
feasible. Next comes a section dealing with 
small town houses and country cottages, 
followed by another on larger town and 
country houses. We are then treated to a 
chapter on house-hunting, with information 
about house-agents and their ways. Chapter 
VI describes the need for a structural sur- 
vey, and tells how it is made, with hints on 
local planning regulations, building bylaws, 
licences, and the nature of Preservation 
Orders for historic buildings. The next two 
chapters deal respectively with ‘“ Financial 
Investigations,” including War Damage and 
Rent Restrictions; and with “ Legal Investi- 
gations,” including title, restrictive cove- 
nants, and easements. 

In Chapter IX, the reader is told how to 
raise money, by way of mortgages, bank 
loans, or building societies. It is followed 
by a chapter on “ Planning and Procedure,” 
introducing the architect, and outlining his 
functions and charges. 

Chapters XI and XII are devoted to the 
various services for equipping the building, 
Chapter XIII to ‘“ Defects and their Cure,” 
covering damp, dry-rot, and beetle; and 
Chapter XIV to “Gardens in Town and 
Country.” The examples illustrated in- 
clude the conversion of a windmill, and a 
water-mill (though unfortunately no plans 
are given of either), a Kentish oast-house, a 
sailing-barge, a derelict boathouse, an old 
granary, a suburban coach-house, two cot- 
tages, four terrace houses of various sizes 
and styles, a small Georgian town house, a 
large Georgian house, a hideous Victorian 
mansion, a whole square in London, and 
two enormous country houses converted 
into flats. The series of examples is well 
chosen and admirably illustrated. 


GEOMETRY OF CONSTRUCTION. By T. B. 
Nichols and Norman Keep. Pp. 230, illus- 
trated. Cleaver-Hume Press, Ltd. Price 
8s. 6d. 

FIRST PUBLISHED in 1947, and reprinted in 
1948, this book now appears in a revised 
second edition with additional drawings and 
text dealing with Raking Sections; the Pro- 
jection of Points, Lines and Planes; the True 
Length of Lines; the Oblique Plane; and 
Roof Surfaces. These increase the value of 
the book for students of architecture and 
building at all stages and for all examina- 
tions; moreover, it is an admirable stand-by 
for architects in practice who have to tackle 
such intricate details as entasis, the Ionic 
volute, raking mouldings, tracery, and 
especially the projection of shadows, which is 
dealt with here at length. The drawings are 
clear, well-produced, and in excellent archi- 
tectural taste. 

M.S28. 
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FoRM AND REFORM IN ARCHITECTURE. By 
Bertram Hume, FRIBA, with drawings by 
the Author. Pp. xviii, 190. Halcyon 
Press. Price 15s. 


Hs is a thoughtful and unusual book, 

refreshingly free from technical jargon 
and art chat. Its proclaimed purpose is to 
explain the theory of architectural design 
“with particular reference to the ideas which 
have most influenced it within the last hun- 
dred years and are most current to-day.” 
By “reform in architecture,” the author 
explains that he means “the changes in 
ideals in architectural design which have 
taken place since the power-driven machine 
began to exert its influence on society ”; as to 
“form,” he leaves us guessing whether 
“ absolute standards of form do exist.” 


His first three chapters deal judicially and 
successfully with Pugin, Ruskin and Philip 
Webb. He draws attention to Ruskin’s 
many inconsistencies, digressions, omissions, 
and angry outbursts, so often overlooked by 
readers drugged with his magnificent and 
poetical prose; and voices a regret that 
Ruskin “should have stressed the fact that 
vitality in art may be expressed by inaccuracy 
and carelessness at the beginning of a 
scientific age.” After outlining his own ideas 
of Webb’s views on design (which Webb 
himself put on paper), he suggests that Webb 
would have been successful as a designer of 
industrial buildings, had the opportunity 
come his way. 

A chapter on “ Garden Cities ” introduces 
Ebenezer Howard and Raymond Unwin, the 
former wrongly described as a mechanical 
engineer, whereas he was a_ shorthand- 
reporter, while Unwin is credited with “ the 
outlook ofea painter” with a craze for the 
picturesque, though, in fact, he began as an 
engineer and turned himself into a practically 
minded if idealist architect. Next appears 
Patrick Geddes, with his sociological theories 
and his conviction that town-planning was 
too much “dominated by design myths 
invented by the architects.” Last of these 
prophets comes Le Corbusier, who 
“succeeded in having an international style 
of architecture founded on his idiosyn- 
crasies,” and receives several shrewd knocks 
from Mr. Hume, who observes of his dream- 
city that ‘it possesses “the flaw of every 
Utopia, viz., that by the time it is realised 
it is obsolete.” His world, we are told, is 
“the world of the bee and the ant”; and, 
in spite of all his preaching of functional 
efficiency as the sole criterion of beauty, 
“the reaction of Le Corbusier’ the artist 
against Le Corbusier the intellectual ” 
gradually appears in his own _ buildings. 
(Later in this book, some ridicule is heaped 
upon Le Modulor, and “ Corb’s ” own design 
for the Palace of Nations at Geneva is shown 
to be functionally inefficient in certain 
respects). It is odd that there is no reference 
to Geoffrey Scott-in the chapter on Ruskin; 
and only one incidental reference to Frank 
Lloyd Wright—as “‘consistently romantic.” 


The chapter on planning, like much of the 
preceding text, is concerned with town- 
planning rather than with architecture; but 
the two chapters on “ The Characteristics of 
Unity ” do get back to architectural design, 
with a consideration of symmetry, propor- 
tion, etc. The second half of the book is 
somewhat difficult reading, being a study of 
the rival “classic” and “romantic” 
tendencies in architecture, and of the rival 
“ communist ” and “ aristocratic” systems of 
government which, in the author’s view, 
exert an effect upon architectural design; 
though here his opinions are open to argu- 
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ment. In the end, however, he arrives at a 
sensible compromise between “classic” 
unity and serenity on the one hand, and 
“romantic” vitality on the other. The 
author’s vignettes at the beginning and end 
of each chapter are delightful. 


PENCIL DRAWING FOR THE ARCHITECT. By 
Charles I. Hobbis, ARIBA. Alec Tiranti, 
Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. 


THIS LITTLE VOLUME contains 64 examples 
of pencil drawings by 17 masters including 
Cotman, Griggs, Lethaby, Méryon, Prout 
and Squirrell; but 28 are by the author him- 
self, mostly in the Bristol area. Among the 
latter, his beautiful sketches of houses at 
Hotwells and the Mall at Clifton prove his 
competence to compile such a book. Nearly 
all the examples, however, are admirable in 
choice and execution. As for the text, it is 
always difficult for a craftsman to explain to 
a reader “ how it is done”; but in this case 
it should have been possible to avoid the 
constant use of esoteric studio-slang, many 
of the notes beneath the pictures being 
sprayed with words in inverted commas. 
Another minor criticism is that the titles of 
the illustrations, with the artists’ names, are 
printed in such heavy type that it tends to 
kill the delicate pencil sketches. There is 
one bad misprint: the title of Prout’s fine 
drawing of Huy on the Meuse is here given 

s “Fluy.” 


Essex, in The Buildings of England series. 
By Nikolaus Pevsner. Penguin Books, 
Ltd. Pp. 440, illustrated. In cloth, price 
8s. 6d. in paper, 5s. 


IT Is A PROOF of its success that the series 
of which this forms the eleventh volume is 
now being issued in cloth binding as well 
as in the more familiar paper covers. Dr. 
Pevsner has essayed a herculean task in his 
survey of The Buildings of England, and in 
dealing with Essex he has surpassed the 
already high standard of previous volumes. 
Only a serious student of architecture can 
appreciate the enormous amount of painstak- 
ing research and the number of personal 
visits involved in collecting the vast array of 
facts here presented in so systematic and 
accessible a form, and the author tells us that 
he made use of a caravan for his pilgrimages. 
His long Introduction is masterly. 

Essex is one of the counties already 
covered by the Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments, in four massive folio 
volumes; a fact which must have lightened 
the author's labours in one respect; but, 
though it has obviously helped him in his 
wonderfully detailed account of all the old 
churches and their fittings, he has had to 
make a _ personal selection from _ the 
thousands of old cottages and barns listed 
in that monumental inventory, in order to 
reduce his material to the limits of his highly 
compressed little book. 

On occasion, e.g., in reference to Hill Hall 
(ps 353), he ventures 'to differ from the 
RCHM. However, the RCHM _ wmen- 
tions no buildings later than 1714, and it is 
one. of the most useful and certainly one 
of the most amusing features of his various 
volumes that he offers aesthetic criticisms of 
buildings old and new, right up to date, 
giving a laudatory description of Harlow 
New Town, illustrated by the only plan in 
the whole book. Few architects would care 
or dare to offer positive comments such as 
“nice,” “ pretty,” “ugly,” or “dull,” on the 
work of their contemporaries or their 
fathers; and they have some justification for 
that, because taste is so fickle and so trans- 
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ient. All the various technical college build- 
ings in Essex, for example, erected during 
the last 50 years, receive their meed of praise 
or blame, and almost every church and 
chapel of the nineteenth century is awarded 
its due comment. Of St. Mark’s at Silver- 
town, 1861-2, by S. S. Teulon, we read, that 
“jt is as horrid as only he can be.” 


Nevertheless, whether we like these 
characteristic “Pevsnerisms” or not, the 
book as a whole is invaluable. Besides 64 


pages of excellent photographs and a brief 
glossary, there is an index of places with 
map-references; and, most commendable, a 
good index of artists, including hundreds of 
architects, famous and obscure. 


New Ways OF SERVICING BuILDINGS. Edited 
by Eric de Maré, ARIBA. Pp. 228, 
illustrated. The Architectural Press. 
Price 30s. 


THIS LAVISHLY ILLUSTRATED book is 
written by six specialist contributors, and is 
a companion-volume to the same editor’s 
“New Ways of Building.” It is intended 
as a manual for practising architects as well 
as for post-graduate students, and contains 
in handy form much up-to-date information 
not easily accessible elsewhere. It covers 
lighting, heating, sanitation, plumbing, and 
interior finishes; also, in the last chapter, a 
brief treatment of electrical wiring and in- 
stallations, communication systems, lift-gear, 
kitchen equipment, television aerials, and 
fire precautions. 


The section on lighting goes much fur- 
ther than the days when it was “ glibly 
assessed by the photometer,” and deals with 
such primary aspects as discomfort, glare, 
and even “emotional responses.” The 
measurement of daylight is explained, then 
comes a detailed treatment of artificial light- 
ing, direct and indirect. The special needs 
of hospitals, art galleries, schools and 
houses are described, with examples. 


The two chapters on heating also begin 
with a statement of general principles before 
describing alternative systems in detail 
Their application to factories, office-blocks, 
and other specialised types of buildings 
follows. Mechanical stoking. district heat- 
ing, ventilation and air-conditioning come 
next, and a very full account of domestic 
heating. The chapter on plumbing is neces- 
sarily more orthodox, but many recent inno- 
vations are described, with the one-pire 
system and prefabricated “ utility units.” 


The chapter on interior finishes gees far 
beyond the ordinary textbook, and seems to 
be quite up-to-date. It concludes with a 
severe criticism of modern architectural 
metalwork. Apart from the admirable 
photographs, special mention must be made 
of the numerous line drawings. Each 
chapter, except the last, is supplemented by 
a good bibliography, and there is a compre- 
hensive index. M. S. B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


CONSTRUCTIONAL STEELWORK SIMPLY 
EXPLAINED. 3rd Ed. By Oscar Faber, CBE. 
(London: Oxford University Press.) Price 
12s. 6d. 

BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION YEAR 
Boox, 1954. (London: British Standards 
Institution.) Price 12s. 6d. 


«+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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Mountblow House—Clydebank 


bey Central Redevelopment Area in 
the Burgh of Clydebank has been 
the object of replanning and two public 
inquiries, finally resulting in approval by 
the Secretary of State for Scotland that 
this task should be carried out subject to 
the submission of costs for high flats 
which would be accepted by his Depart- 
ment. It was decided that the Town 
Council should, therefore, construct a 


for the pouring of concrete and the 
erection of concrete frames and beams 
have been avoided and replaced with 
simple continuous cavity and crosswall 
blocks into which concrete is poured with 
a small quantity of steel to form a struc- 
tural load-bearing wall. 'Two-inch con- 
crete prestressed planks are the basis of 
the floor construction, a procedure again 
which is carried out without involving 


MOUNTBLOW HOUSE, CLYDEBANK. 


typical block of high flats such as is 
envisaged for the Central Redevelopment 
Area. 

A considerable amount of research and 
consideration of the building and struc- 
tural aspects has gone into the design of 
“Mountblow House,” as the block is 
named, which was opened on Friday, 
August 13, by Commander Galbraith, 
Under-Secretary of State for Scotland. 
Due to the departure from codes of prac- 
tice for building construction inherent 
in this new building method, the designers 
have from the start been working with 
officers of the Department of Health and 
Building Research Station in a complete 
and total review of every detail of the 
structure not only in relation to strength 
and stress, but in regard to matters of 
sound, thermal insulation, — stability, 
and weather resistance. Indeed, in regard 
to the question of fire grading, ultimately 
proposals had to be submitted to the 
Fire Research Station at Elstree. In this 
last regard, a full-scale model of the wall 
and flooring structure was submitted to a 
furnace heat test and, subsequently, on 
all these vital points sufficient information 
was secured and reason established to 
justify the claims of the designers. 


The content of steel used per flat 
amounts to around 16 cwt., whereas in 
traditional methods it has varied between 
4}-5 tons. Costly methods of shuttering 


the burden of expensive shuttering. 
Altogether, the whole building is based on 
seven precast or ‘prestressed concrete 
components which assemble together into 
the complete structure. The staircases 
have also been prefabricated and built-in 
with the structure, another important 
point facilitating the passage and trans- 
port of men and materials at an early 
stage. The system was fully described 
in an article in The Builder of January 18, 
1952. The architects are Messrs. Sam 
Bunton and Associates, of Glasgow. 


The designers claim, in regard to cost, 
that it is possible by the use of this system 
to construct multi-storey flats in the form 
of tower shapes and rectangular shapes at 
current prices at £1,850 per three- 
apartment house (which includes the 
provision of lifts, special heating, com- 
munal laundries, refuse disposal, etc.), and 
this gives a reduction somewhere in the 
order of £1,000 per dwelling as compared 
with multi-storey flats built elsewhere in 
the United Kingdom. 

As a result of experience gained on this 
job and by reason of the simple and 
straightforward methods involved in put- 
ting the units together to form a complete 
structure, the contractors, we wunder- 
stand, are satisfied that they could erect 
buildings on this system at the rate of 
one storey per week once foundations 
have been completed. The factors of 
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rapid construction and low cost, taken 
together, would seem to show that for 
central redevelopment areas an economi- 
cal building method such as this, related 
to the use of existing land and services 
based on pre-1914 values, taking unfit tene- 
mental property at nominal value, is 
clearly likely to be a much cheaper and 
more satisfactory method of rehousing than 
the costly business of peripheral spread 
and the resultant high costs of construct- 
ing expensive suburban estates. 


THE CONSULTANTS 


The consulting engineers for the scheme 
are Messrs. F. A. Macdonald and Partners, 
of Glasgow, C3; the plumbing con- 
sultants, Messrs. Donald Rudd and 
Partners, of London, W1; and the 
heating consultants, Messrs. Kennedy 
and Donkin, also of London, SW1. 


The main contractors were Messrs. John Lawrence 
(Glasgow), Ltd., of 137, West Regent-street, Glasgow, C.2 
and sub-contractors were : plaster work, Western Products 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow, C.2; glazier work, Western Glass Co , 
Glasgow, C.4; painter work, W. and P. McKerracher, 
Glasgow, S.1; ;’ asphalt tanking, etc., Neuchatel Asphalte 
Ce., Glasgow, C.1 ; floor covering, 4 a Robertson and 
Sons, Ltd., Clydebank ; timber windows, Thomson 
and B four, Ltd., ’ness; draught excluders and 
weather strips, Neilson and Barclay, Ltd., Johnstone ; 
ironmongery, George Boyd and Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
C.1; prestressed concrete planks, Costains, Ltd., New 
Mains, Lanarkshire. 

Flush doors, F. Hills and Sons, Ltd., Stockton-on- 
Tees ; sanitary ware, Thomas Graham and Sons, Ltd., 
Gl asgow, C.2; Bel lrock rez walls, Gypsum Con- 
struction (Scotland), Ltd., Dalmuir; precast concrete 
lighting pylons, Springb ank ‘o., Ltd., Airdrie; 
fresh air inlet grilles to rooms, Alexander Dunn, Ltd., 
Uddingston; paint, The Walkraft Paint Co., Ltd., 
Alexandria, Dunbartonshire ; stair railer, Railing and 
Polishing, Ltd., Glasgow, C.3 ; steel reinforcing, Square 
Grip Reinforcement Co. (Scotland), Ltd., Newhouse 
Industrial Estate, Lanarkshire ; waterproofing liquid, 
George Fairbairn, Ltd., Glasgow, C.2. 

Specialist sub-contractors were : heati 
G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., Glasgow, C.3 ; electrical 
installation, James Kilpatrick and Son, Paisley ; lifts, 
Pickerings, Ltd., Glasgow, S.1; rene. | installation, 
Engineering Service Teeeiionions’ Ltd., Glasgow, C.2: 
laundry equipment, Electrolux, Ltd., ” Glasgow, C2: 
bituminous roof covering, William Briggs and Sons, 
Ltd., Glasgow, C.3. 

Refuse chute hoppers, Haywards, Ltd., London, 
S.E.1; refuse chute “ cut-offs ” and containers, Shel- 
voke and Dre , Ltd., Letchworth, Herts. ; steel floor 
grilles, Lionweld, "Ltd., Middlesbrough ; laundry drying 

cabinets, Heatovent Electric, Ltd., lasgow, N.; 
prac and balcony railings, structural steel, P. and R. 
Fleming, Glasgow, E.1; pono concrete ig: blocks, 
Wilson’s Terrazzo Manu cturing Co., , Glasgow, 
S.W.1; precast concrete eaves, nosing nen and stair 
units, Springbank Quarry Co., Ltd., Airdrie; and 
glazed fireclay pipes for refuse chute, Heathfield and 
Cardowan Fireclay Manufacturers, Glasgow, C.2. 


ARCHITECTURE IN ELY 


THE County Planning Committee have 
reported to the Isle of Ely County Council 
that they have approved in principle the 
offer of an annual architectural award for 
the most outstanding building erected in 
the county in any one year. This follows 
a recommendation from the Architectural 
Advisory Panel with a view to encouraging 
a good standard of architecture in the 
county. The Architectural Panel have 
now been invited to submit their observa- 
tions as to the terms and conditions on 
which the award should be offered. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


THE 22nd International Congress for 
Housing and Town Planning is to take 
place in Edinburgh from September 19. 
to 25. The International Federation for 
Housing and Town Planning, which is 
responsible for organising™ the event, 
claims to’ have active contacts in 45 
countries. Subjects to be discussed will 
include “Slum Clearance and Rehous- 
ing,’ ‘‘ National Land Use Planning,”’ 
and “‘ Housing Density.” 


installation, 
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PRODUCED IN SWEDEN 


; tanding All Wood Fibre Hardboard 


Details from your usual Building Materials Supplier, or from the sole U.K. Agents 
SPENCER, Lock & Co., LTD. 


5 Laurence Pountney Hill, London, E.C.4 + Telephone MINcing Lane 2050 (14 lines) 
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OBITUARY 
DR. F. C. EELES, OBE 


WE record with deep regret the death 
of Dr. Francis C. Eeles, OBE, D.Litt, 
LL.D, Secretary of the Central Council 
for the Care of Churches, which took 
place at Dunster, Somerset, on August 17. 
A brief reference appeared in our last 
jssue. He was 78. 


Francis Carolus Eeles bore a name which 
is held in honour among all to whom the 
care of our national heritage of churches 
is of moment. He was responsible for the 
introduction of the system of advisory 
committees on the care of churches—a 
scheme which has saved many English 
parish churches from untold damage. 
He had been appointed honorary secretary 
of the Central Council for the Care of 
Churches in 1917, and became paid secre- 
tary in 1926. He visited many parts of 
the country to advise on the mainten- 
ance and restoration of churches and 
cathedrals. On the outbreak of war in 
1939 he began to collect details of churches 
and documented them so that they could 
be restored completely if they were des- 
troyed by enemy action, and these details 
were kept by him in safety at his home in 
Dunster, and at Dunster Priory. He was 
made OBE in 1938. 

Dr. Eeles’s interest in maintenance was 
essentially a practical one, and it was he 
who formed a committee of the Council 
which prepared the memorandum on 
“Church Roofing ’’ which was published 
in The Builder and was subsequently re- 
printed as a booklet. The week previous 
to his death he had forwarded to us the 
manuscript of a further publication on 
“Church Heating,”? prepared by a com- 
mittee under the chairmanship of Mr. 
John L. Denman, FRIBA, and which in 
due course will be published in The 


| Builder. 


He died, as he would have wished, in 
harness, one day before a retirement in 
which he had proposed to devote some 
part of his energies and knowledge to the 
work of the Historic Churches Trust 
to which, earlier this year, he had been 
appointed. ‘To his widow we offer our 
deep sympathy. The funeral was at 
Selworthy on August 20. A_ public 
memorial service in London will be 
arranged later. 


THE DEAN OF GLOUCESTER (the Very 


Rev. Seiriol Evans), Chairman of the 
Central Council for the Care of Churches, 
writes : Dr. Eeles devoted the whole of his 
life and fortune to the preservation and 
enrichment of the parish churches of 
England. After the first war he ‘was fore- 
most in creating diocesan committees to 
give advice on the repair and adornment of 
churches at a time when there was grave 
anxiety about their treatment ; and when 
a Central Council was formed he became 
its first secretary. The Advisory Com- 
mittee system grew up under his tutelage. 
His immense energy and learning helped 
the formation of committees over the 
whole country, forged an administrative 
system for them, produced pamphlets to 
help them, and kept up an endless stream 
of correspondence with vicars, artists, 
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learned societies and Government depart- 
ments which was as incisive as it was well 
informed. The Committees became a 
regular part of Church organisation in the 
Faculties Jurisdiction Measure of 1938. 
But Eeles was more than a learned and 
enthusiastic antiquary. He was an ardent 
Churchman and a deeply sincere Christian, 
and in these qualities resided that power 
which enabled him, for more than 20 years, 
to overcome opposition, to remedy his 
mistakes, and to ignore disappointments. 
Not only the Church but the Nation 
owes him a debt of gratitude for his 
campaign to preserve a great national 
inheritance. ‘Those who knew him will 
remember as well his gentle kindness and 
invariable courtesy. 


THE GEFFRYE MUSEUM 


Interesting a Wider Public 


HE Geffrye Museum, which illus- 
trates the development of the 
middle-class English home from ap 1600 
to the present day, has long been familiar 
to, and frequented by, the specialist in 
furniture or in period décor. Now a new 
guide has been prepared, entitled “ Intro- 
ducing the Geffrye Museum,” which is 
designed to make the museum known to 
a far more numerous public. 

The new booklet, published by the 
LCC this month, is simply written and 
well illustrated with drawings by Sheila 
Maguire. 

The Geffrye Museum is housed in a 
block of eighteenth-century almshouses in 
Kingsland-road, Shoreditch. These were 
bought by the LCC, helped by the Shore- 
ditch Metropolitan Borough Council, in 
1910. The building was opened in 1914 
as a furniture museum in a district which 
had long been famous as a centre of the 
furniture and cabinet-making trades. 

The exhibits are arranged in a series of 
period rooms dating from 1600 and con- 
cluding with an exhibition of modern 
furniture. These rooms are fitted into 
bays formed in the original walls of each 
almshouse. As well as living-rooms there 
are two kitchens on view—the earlier an 
open-hearth kitchen showing equipment 
in use between the sixteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries and the other a small 
modern kitchenette fitted with labour- 
saving devices. 

Through the windows of each room, 
painted scenes, based on actual contem- 
porary pictures, give an idea of the 
changes in the day-to-day life of London 
and its people in each successive period. 

One wing of the museum is used for 
lectures and temporary exhibitions; at 
the other end of the building a children’s 
wing is used by some of the children 
who come to the museum with their 
teachers in school parties, and by large 
numbers of boys and girls who come to 
work in their leisure time. 

Among the more interesting sections 
of the guide is that entitled “Some 
Warnings.” The visitor is reminded that 
though all the furniture in the museum is 
original most of it is not first class. In 
other words, it has not come from palaces 
and aristocratic homes, but is perhaps 
typical of a successful merchant’s dwell- 
ing—well made, beautifully designed, but 
on the whole second class. At the same 
time the furniture is not what the ordi- 
nary person at any one period would have 
owned. In fact, must people until the 
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nineteenth century were lucky if they 
owned any furniture at all. 

The visitor is also warned against get- 
ting from the cleanliness of the exhibits 
a false impression of the habits of earlier 
times. Our forefathers, we are told, would 
not have thought that sweeping and dust- 
ing mattered at all. They did not realise 
that dirt is unhealthy; they disliked wash- 
ing and bathing, which they thought were 
harmful to the skin and the constitution; 
and their rooms would have been very 
smelly. The rushes on the floors of the 
sixteenth-century houses were strewn with 
bones and dirt of all kinds. When the 
smell got too unpleasant a new layer of 
rushes, sometimes mixed - with sweet- 
— herbs, was merely laid on top of 
the old. 


In contrast, the modern kitchen is a 
much cleaner place than it ever was 
before—yet it symbolises many of the 
disadvantages of modern urban dwelling. 
To-day the cooker is switched on auto- 
matically and the hearth is no longer a 
gathering place for the family circle, nor 
is it a symbol of hospitality. These and 
other changes are discussed in the booklet 
in a way which may stimulate both the 
reader and the visitor. 


The Geffrye Museum is open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays (except 
Mondays) and from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sun- 
days. Admission is free. Any further 
information may be obtained from the 
curator, Mrs. M. Harrison. 


Price 9d. (by post 11d.), the booklet is 
available directly or through any book- 
seller from Staples Press, Ltd. It may 
also be bought at the museum, or at the 
Information Bureau at the County Hall. 


RIBA DISTINCTION IN 
TOWN PLANNING 


Conditions of Award 


THE RIBA Award for Distinction in 
Town Planning is the only award in town 
and country planning bestowed by the 
RIBA. It is by conferment only and is 
limited to Fellows, Associates and Licen- 
tiates of the RIBA. Outstanding work in 
the design and layout, not of individual 
buildings but of groups of buildings will be 
recognised. The award will be made for 
actual planning work, and while not 
primarily intended for housing layouts, such 
layouts of groups of buildings would not be 
excluded. 


Recommendations are submitted to the 
Council by a standing committee set up for 
the purpose. Personal applications by 
candidates will not be entertained; the name 
of a candidate must be submitted by three 
or more sponsors, themselves members of 
the RIBA, who will be required to submit 
details of the candidate’s professional 
qualifications and experience and evidence 
of the candidate’s actual planning work. 
Nominations may be made twice annually, 
on March 1 and November 1, and must be 
addressed to the Secretary, RIBA, 66 Port- 
land-place, London, W1. 


Members upon whom the award has been 
conferred will be entitled to use the designa- 
tion “ RIBA Award for Distinction in Town 
Planning,” and it is advised that this should 
be used in full, or the initials “ Dist. TP ” 
after the initials “ FRIBA,” “ ARIBA,” or 
“LRIBA,” according to the class of mem- 
bership to which they belong. 
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ARMA ARTEMQUE CANO 
By BASIL MARRIOTT 


MY’ song of arms and art is a lament 
for the decline of Colonelology— 
those anecdotes, mainly apocryphal, about 
Top and Sounding Brass, the study of 
which affords such insight into what for 
most of us is the other half’s views on a 
variety of non-military topics. "Those 
include prominently art, of which on the 
whole, you remember, the Colonel Does 
Not Approve, his viewpoint being perhaps 
the most diametrically opposed to that of 
the artist, the two being the long and the 
short of it in terms of metaphorical hair. 


Your Collector’s Colonel, however, is 
not the fine-drawn ascetic of the last, 
and sometimes disconcertingly intellectual, 
war. True Colonelology knows no half- 
tones, and its hero is madly magenta and 
militant, viewing dimly everything and 
everybody not Regular through unbrushed 
antennae bristling with the genial contempt 
of the Red Tab for the Greenery-Yallery 
Streak. This symbol is of course as 
formalised and unreal as the Pale Young 
Aesthete who generally ‘‘ plays opposite ”’ 
in such anecdotes. But since the exigencies 
of war still throw what they respectively 
stand for, if not actually together in spirit, 
at least in physical juxtaposition in face 
of a common enemy, the symbols may 
continue to serve. 


* * * 


‘Two items in my own modest collection 
sustained me during the early or white- 
knee’d phase of overseas service in a 
rather embarrassingly arty staff appoint- 
ment resulting from High Command’s 
commendable determination to fit square, 
if odd, pegs into square, if equally odd, 
holes. "To conceal what was euphemistic- 
ally referred to as my “‘ lack of regimental 
background,”’ I grew a formidable mous- 
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tache which sometimes put strangers, and 
even myself, off the scent, but the cloven 
hoof generally tended to show through my 
desert boots, I gathered. 


The first is inherited and . probably 
dates from the Trojan War. Pale Young 
Aesthete; newly posted to an audibly 
** crack ’’ unit, is swooped upon at dinner 
in Mess by his Commanding Officer 
(genus Cavalry, habit aggressive, hackles 
erect during display, etc.) with the ritual 
question ‘‘ D’you like horses, my boy?” 
PYA, sketching vague undulant gestures 
with a lily hand, replies “‘ Y-yes, Sir, very 
much—but I think camels make a more 
decorative line!”’ 

* * * 


The other officer dicta was actually 
addressed to me, but for respect to an 
affectionate memory I shall ‘‘ scramble ”’ 
details. Betrayed by ‘‘ Officers’ Records, 
Second Echelon ”’ or some other perfidious 
disclosure of my architectural past into 
designing, shall we say, a baroque saluting 
dais for a Very Important Occasion and 
Person, after a night of parturition over 
which I draw a veil, I presented my brain- 
fevered child at arms’ length to His Nibs. 
The trumpeting subsided to a stall-kicking 
whimper of apparent pleasure. ‘‘ Very 
pretty, my boy ”’ said His Nibs, “‘ twiddly- 
bits all done by hand, eh ?”’ A reminiscent 
twinkle kindled the rolling eye. ‘‘ Y’know, 
I’ve a lot of fellow-feeling for you artist 
chaps. I was a devil for maps at Sand- 
hurst!”’ 


The real point evaded me at first. 
The common chord then coyly disclosed, 
if boldly and subtly struck, might soothe 
other savage and beribboned breasts into 
tolerance of other Artist Chaps. A Devil 
for Maps lurks beneath the reddest tabs, 
and we already know the knapsack can 
contain a paint brush as well as a Field- 
Marshal’s baton. Maps portray im- 
partially both Chelsea and Cheltenham, 








Town Hatt Buitpincs at LewisHamM.—The model illustrated above represents 
the proposed new Town Hall buildings to be erected at Lewisham. The scheme, 
which has been prepared by the Borough Architect, Mr. M. H. Forward, FRIBA, 
FRICS, is estimated to cost in all nearly £500,000. It is to be carried out in three 
stages, the first two to consist of office and ancillary accommodation, and the third, 
which involves the demolition of the existing Town Hall, to provide the complement 
of office accommodation and council chamber, mayor’s parlour and members’ room. 





August 27 1954 


and, perhaps, given the right map. 
reference, HN and PYA may still find ; 
mutual rendezvous even when torn 
asunder by the outbreak of peace. 


CRICKET 


RIBA Draw an Exciting Match 


(THE annual cricket match against the 

Royal Institution of Chartered Sur 
veyors provided the RIBA XI with their most 
exciting match of the season. A drawn 
game, played at the College of Estate 
Management ground at Hinchley Wood on 
August 18, in an intermittent drizzle of rain, 
represented a fair result between well 
matched sides. 


The Surveyors, batting first, put on 168 
for the loss of 8 wickets before declaring, 
A. Goater (34) and J. Porter (41) laying the 
foundations of the score. Both batted 
attractively and deserved some fortune in the 
shape of missed chances in the field. For 
the architects Case bowled splendidly with 
little luck, the majority of the wickets falling 
to Francis and Fyson who handled a wet 
ball with adroitness. 


The RIBA set about their task of getting 
the necessary runs in 24 hours with zest, 
Douglas (51) and Batty hit hard to put on 
64 for the second wicket against keen bowl- 
ing and fielding which, good on the ground, 
was no more reliable in catching than the 
architects! No doubt the greasy state of the 
ball and wretched light were in part re- 
sponsible. Wickets then began to fall 
regularly as the RIBA forced the pace, and 
when 6.45 came with 45 runs wanted the 
game seemed dead. But Norton had other 
ideas and 17 from him in five minutes, in- 
cluding three beautifully struck fours off 
successive balls, brought it alive again and 
set the RIBA sweaters in the pavilion steam- 
ing with excitement! Fyson carried on the 
good work but when he fell, hitting out in 
the last but one over, the eighth wicket 
could succeed only in scrambling a few 
singles, and a most interesting game was left 


drawn. Scores: 
. RICS INNINGS 

M. W. Pickersgill b. Smyth Ss = gh 16 
M. Fletcher c. Francis, b. Case .. ise —— 
A. Goater c. Norton, b. Francis af 2. 
J. Porter c. Norton, b. Francis .. ot a 
W. T. Smith c. Francis, b. Fyson .. Pe <<. a 
R. Mash st. Leslie, b. Fyson : > 
J. C. Hawkes (capt.) c. and b. Francis .. ‘4. 
P. Penny not out ‘Py oy 12 
L. F. Walters st. Leslie, b. Fyson ea om i 
D. G. Gray not out .. ‘ 4 in Be 0 
G. Williams did not bat 

Extras 3 “ie . 

Total cH wickets declared) |. af .. 18 


Bowling: Case 1 for 27; Smyth 1 for 30; Francis 
3 for 55; Fyson 3 for 19 


RIBA INNINGS 











a. ee b. Walters .. ret i ae 
A. Douglas b. Mash .. ay eS sm 
J. G. Batty b. Gray i at | | 
B. S. Smyth b. Gray . 6 ve << an 
G. Fyson c. Walters, b. Gray $, .. ae 
R. R. Fairbairn c. Williams, b. Waiters a oe 
C. A. R. Norton esac b. Walters .. 5 ae 
I. M. Leslie not out .. ar a 
R. Case not out 3 
H. Francis and G. E. R. Linfield ‘did not bat 
Extras as - 
Total (for 7 wickets) $e x Mm 


poate: Gray 3 for 44; Walters 3 Seo "39; Mash | 


NEW APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. G. W. Rhodes, ARIBA, ARICS, has 
been appointed Architect and Surveyor to 
the West Ashford RDC; Mr. H. C. Connell, 
of Leeds, has been appointed Chief Assistant 
Architect to Camberwell MBC; and Mr. 
Ronald Parkin, architectural assistant. 
Kidsgrove UDC, has been appointed 
Assistant Architect to Castleford UDC. 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 





BUILDING CONTRACTORS 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 
is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 


which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE + EC2 


Telephones : 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams : 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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“A Policy for the AA” 


DISCUSSION ON THE ASSOCIATION’S FUTURE 


A MEETING of the Architectural 
¢ Association was held recently at the 
request of some members to consider “ A 
Policy for the AA,” and we give below 
a summary of the discussion which took 
place. The discussion was introduced by 
a short talk by Mr. TERRY KNIGHT. 


Mr. Knight said: About a year ago a 
number of members became disturbed by 
uneasy feelings and rumblings in the AA, 
and this focused their attention on the 
problem of the AA as a whole. The dis- 
cussion started by a consideration of the 
immediate problems and difficulties which 
appeared to exist within the AA, but as 
time went on we found it more and more 
necessary to understand the fundamental 
problems and suggest a more fundamen- 
tal approach to their solution. 


It seemed that the AA needed a much 
fuller participation in all its functions by 
the members. We felt that the time had 
come to get more members of the AA 
together and put our ideas to them, in 
the hope that they would react critically 
to them and put forward more ideas. 


Our ideas are based on the unique 
characteristics of the AA as a forum and 
club of studying and practising members 
of various ages, degrees of experience and 
varieties of profession, a common interest 
in architecture uniting these different 
personalities. There seemed to be 
three main ways in which the studying 
and the practising members could come 
together: (i) the practising members 
could come into the AA and assist the 
students in the solution of their problems 
and in the development of their educa- 
tion; (ii) the students could go out to 
participate in the work which was going 
on among the practising members; and 
(iii) practising members and _ students 
could co-operate on subjects not specific- 
ally connected with the school curricu- 
lum or with any scheme in hand in a 
member’s office. 


Mr. HuGH Morris: One problem now 
is how to make it possible for members 
who are keen and interested in the school 
and in the Association to take a more 
active part in it. Basically, it is that which 
keeps the AA going. 

Mr. NEAVE Brown: Before anything 
can be done to the AA it has to feel that 
as a body it has a responsibility to the 
community, and the responsibility now is 
towards what it can do to British archi- 
tecture and to the circumstances in which 
our architects produce their work. We 
often hear complaints about bureaucracy 
and red tape. 
tried to become a voice in England for 
the reform of the conditions under which 
architects work. 


HELP FOR STUDENTS 


Mr. KENNETH SMITH: It is probably 
true that when members leave the school 
the better they are at their job the less 
the time that they have to give to students. 
Not all members are equally able to help 
students. To have a knowledge of the 
subject does not necessarily give you the 
ability to impart that knowledge to others. 
To have a vast panel of members avail- 
able to students would produce confusion 
in the minds of the students. If we are 
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to have such member-student co-opera- 
tion, the members who give time to 
students must do so either as specialists 
in a particular subject or in a general way 
as visiting studio consultants, and those 
who come in as studio consultants should 
do so regularly, so that the students get 
a body of advice which had some con- 
sistency. 

_ Mr. W. N. MorFetT: Most architects 
in their day-to-day work have regular 
periods for visiting the sites where their 
buildings are being erected. If they would 
get in touch with someone in the school 
and let them know the times of these 
visits and where the sites were, arrange- 
ments could be made so that two or three 
Students could meet the architect at his 
office or at the school, and the architect 
would take them to the site. 

Mr. ADRIAN GALE: It is not a question 
of students paying visits to sites and archi- 
tects paying visits to the school. The only 
way to understand what is going on is to 
work on the site or in the office with the 
architect. 


“ THE GREAT DEFICIENCY ” 


Mr. J. WASSERMAN: I have been here 
for one year, coming from another 
school. I feel that you have an excellent 
set-up here for creating something very 
special, with a student membership and 
a working membership. I have found, 
however, that the one great deficiency has 
been the small amount of time which has 
been seriously devoted by two or three 
individuals to our work during the whole 
course of the year. Proposals to bring 
members in in the evenings might not be 
successful unless they were very concen- 
trated; unless we were to get to know 
these practising architects as well as we 
know the full-time teachers, it would be 
of little use to the school. The fifteen- 
minute or twenty-minute “crits” which 
we get every two or three weeks from 
somebody coming in from outside and 
rushing through the studio are very un- 
satisfactory. It is perhaps that which 
makes for restlessness in the studio. I 
feel that it would be of much greater ad- 
vantage to the student to have someone 
going round the school almost on a full- 
time basis, even for as little as three 
months, who could influence the student, 
and then somebody else might come in 
and influence the student in another 
direction. 

Mr. ALAN EMMERSON: The crisis of 
the AA is not just a financial ‘crisis. The 
crisis of the AA is the crisis of architec- 
ture, and of the profession. We ought to 
do something because of the democracy 
which we have here, the contact which 
is possible between the president and the 
first-year student, which is not possible at 
the RIBA. We ought to be able to enlist 
the support of architects and make them 
willing to pay a higher membership fee 
because they would be getting something 
to show for it. 


THE COUNCIL’S AIMS 


THE PRESIDENT (Mr. Peter Shepheard): 
I should like to give you a rough sketch 
of just where we are at the moment. Our 
problem is to run a school for training 
architects which is the best in the country 
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at a cost much lower than any other. We 
can do it partly because we live in a place 
with a cheap rent and partly because we 
have a tremendous amount of voluntary 
service from members. In spite of that, 
it costs us something like £150 a year to 
train one student. That is about the same 
as at the Regent Street Polytechnic. It 
probably costs much more at a university 
such as Liverpool. Because we had a great 
many students for the years following the 
war, and for various other reasons, we 
managed to build up a reserve of money 
which is variously estimated as being 
enough to last for three, four, five or even 
ten years. How long it will last depends 
partly on how much expansion we do. 

In years gone by we had a grant of 
about £1,800 from the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. That is not, we hope, the end of 
the matter. While negotiations with the 
Ministry go on [to get a grant] we have 
tried one or two other things, and other 
approaches are being made. If I were to 
try to put the Council’s feelings into 
words, | would say that the answer is 
not to cut one’s coat according to one’s 
cloth but to expand, to go on improving 
the AA’s services and its education, add- 
ing post-graduate research to its commit- 
ments, and so try to make, as several 
people have already said, what we have 
to sell worth buying. 

The most awkward decision which we 
have to make now is whether to increase 
the fees in the school or not. 

We also have very much at heart 
making architects more alive to the prob- 
lems of the building industry. The build- 
ing industry itself is not very alive to its 
own problems, and particularly is not 
alive to architects. We have difficulty, 
therefore, in approaching the building in- 
dustry and persuading it that we have 
something to sell. 


COMMITTEE PROPOSED 


Mr. THURSTON WILLIAMS: It is most 
important that all the ideas which have 
been put forward this evening, whether 
practicable or impracticable, whether 
they can be immediately implemented or 
not, should be sorted out, and that those 
which can be implemented should be 
implemented. Therefore I propose that 
this meeting set up an AA Members’ 
Advisory Committee to consider all the 
ideas which have been brought forward 
this evening and make certain recommen- 
dations based upon them at the first 
opportunity to the Council. I suggest that 
the members should be elected tonight, so 
that this committee can get into action 
immediately. 

Tue PRESIDENT: If there is criticism 
of the running of the AA by its Council, 
it seems to me that the thing to do is not 
simply to have another committee. The 
Council is your elected body. It must do 
what you want it to do, or you can dis- 
elect it and put other people in its place. 
You should by all means influence the 
Council, but do so directly rather than by 
setting up another committee. 


Sir HuGuH Casson: I support that: 
The job of the Council is to govern and, 
although it is sensitive to opinion, it must 
use its judgment. If it thinks that opinion 
in the AA is unwise or absurd, it should 
not do. something simply because the 
members of the AA want it to be done. 
I do not see any need for the committee 
which has been suggested, because all the 
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roposals which we have heard will come 

fore the next meeting of the Council, 
and that will mean less delay than wait- 
ing for the committee to make recom- 
mendations. If there is a need for a ginger 
group in the AA it is in a different direc- 
tion. I think that the attendance this 
evening is absolutely pitiful. If any of 
the suggestions made this evening bear 
fruit, as I hope that they will, I believe 
that they will do so much more quickly 
through the Council considering them. 

I agree with Mr. Wasserman that it is 
more valuable to have a few people who 
are here for some time than to have forty 
drifting through giving the student ten 
minutes as they whisk through the 
studios. It is a pity to put too much 
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emphasis on this business of crawling 
about the site which can be very 
uninstructive. 

I am very much in favour of the sug- 
gestion of evening hours, from two p.m. 
until nine p.m., if it is possible from an 
administrative point of view, and I am 
very much in favour of substituting 
“ crits’ of each other’s work for some of 
the ordinary general meetings. I have 
come to feel that these ordinary general 
meetings have somehow lost their par- 
ticular flavour, Many members come 
here out of loyalty to the AA to listen to 
somebody who may not be very interest- 
ing. If we could substitute inter-member 
“crits” it would be a good thing, and I 
should like to see much more of it. 





COST OF THE NEW TOWNS 


Exchequer Commitments Expected to Exceed £250m. 


"THE potential Exchequer commit- 
ments which will eventually have to 
be met from the Consolidated Fund in 
respect of the 14 New Towns in Britain 
are expected to be within the range of 
£250m. to £275m. This estimate is 
made by the Accounting Officers of the 
Ministry of Health and Loca! Govern- 
ment and the Department of Health for 
Scotland in a foreword to the accounts 
of the new towns for the year ending 
March 31, 1953, published in a single 
volume on August 13 (HMSO, price 9s.). 
By the time this aggregate expenditure 
has been incurred, repayment of 
advances to corporations may have 
amounted to £20m. The estimates, it is 
stated, are necessarily conjectural and 
the actual expenditure falling to be met 
from the Consolidated Fund will be sub- 
ject to wide variation according to the 
share of the work undertaken by local 
authorities and private developers, which 
may in turn depend on _ changing 
national circumstances. 

Other factors will also affect the cost, 
for example, special difficulties arising 
out of the choice of site which will 
increase it, or the absence of the need 
to expend capital on commercial build- 
-_ which will have the opposite 
effect. Experience suggests that corpora- 
tions may undertake more industrial and 
commercial development than was pre- 
viously thought likely, in which case the 
total liability to be met from the Consoli- 
dated Fund will be greater than in these 
estimates, unless there are reductions in 
expenditure by the corporations on other 
forms of development. Housing and 
main services account for 90 per cent. of. 
the estimated expenditure by the cor- 
porations. Part of the balance of 10 per 
cent. will be taken up by the provision 
of industrial and commercial buildings. 
Following are further extracts from the 
foreword to the accounts. 


ADVANCES TO 
CORPORATIONS 


Interest is charged on capital advances 
to the corporations and when received is 
paid into the Exchequer. The terms on 
which advances have been made up to 
the end of the year have been the same 
as those on which loans have been made 
by the Public Works Loans Com- 
missioners to local authorities for the 
provision of housing. They provide for 
repayment of principal over a period of 
60 years and for the rate of interest to be 


3 per cent. per annum on all advances 
from the date of the establishment .of the 
corporation to November 7, 1951, at 33 
per cent. per annum on advances during 
the period November 8, 1951 to 
February 8, 1952, and at 44 per cent. per 
annum on advances during the period 
February 9, 1952 to March 31, 1953. (The 
rate was reduced to 4 per cent. on 
October 20, 1953.) Interest payments 
amounting to £1,258,018 (£1,156,645 
English and £101,373 Scottish) were re- 
ceived from corporations and paid into 
the Exchequer during 1952-53 in respect 
of advances to March 31, 1953. 

In the case of houses provided by a 
corporation (other than as a_ housing 
association under arrangements with a 
local authority) which attract an 
Exchequer contribution under the Hous- 
ing Acts, grant is payable under the New 
Towns Act at a rate equivalent to the 
rate fund contribution normally payable 
by local authorities on subsidy houses. 
During the year grant on this account 
totalled £98,519 (England £85,013, Scot- 
land £13,506). Special grants amount- 
ing to £1,651 are payable towards the 
cost of a number of non-traditional 
houses provided in earlier years. 


RENTS OF HOUSES 


Self-supporting rents have continued to 
be obtained on houses provided by the 
development corporations in England 
and Wales. In Scotland the position is 
more difficult by reason of the rating 
law which requirés the development cor- 
porations to make out of income sub- 
stantial payments to the local authorities 
by way of owners’ rates, and the lower 
rentals which are current. The Secretary 
of State, bearing in mind the necessity 
for the corporations to fix rents which 
tenants will be able to pay and at the 
same time to “secure a _ reasonable 
return” has, therefore, approved rentals 
which, although higher than those 
charged by neighbouring local authori- 
ties, are considerably less than economic 
rents. 

The Accounting Officers draw 
attention to the fact that the audited re- 
ports on the accounts of the Develop- 
ment Corporations contain no criticisms 
or reservations. 

Included in the appendices to the 
accounts of each corporation is one 
which shows an estimate of the total 
expenditure in respect of major schemes 
current in the year. The statements show 
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that expenditure in those schemes during 
the year was £21,774,180 (£19,713,750 
for England and £2,060,430 for Scot- 
land) and the total estimate for those 
schemes is approximately £72,550,356 
(£66,384,996 for England and £6,165,360 
for Scotland). Some of the schemes are 
likely to take a number of years to 
complete. 


SCOPE OF ACCOUNTS 


The accounts record the issues from 
the Consolidated Fund to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland and the 
advances made therefrom to the new 
town corporations. 

The advances from Consolidated Fund 
issues are for meeting capital expendi- 
ture. This includes preliminary expendi- 
ture, such as salaries and expenses of the 
corporations’ professional staff engaged 
on development plans and works, and 
fees of consultants for similar work. 

The Act of 1946 limited advances from 
the Consolidated Fund by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government and 
the Secretary of State for Scotland in re- 
spect of development corporations in 
England and Wales and Scotland to an 
aggregate of £50m. to cover requirements 
for about five years. This figure was in- 
creased to £100m. by the New Towns 
Act, 1952, and to £150m. by the New 
Towns Act, 1953, which received the 
royal assent on July 31, 1953. Twelve 
Development Corporations were estab- 
lished in England and Wales and two in 
Scotland between December, 1946, and 
May, 1950, and none have been set up 
since. 

The accounts show that in 1952-53 
£23,700,000 was issued from the Consoli- 
dated Fund to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government (£21,400,000) and 
the Department of Health for Scotland 
(£2,300,000), and the aggregate of the 
sums issued up to March 31, 1953 was 
£48,638,000, of which £44,340,000 repre- 
sented issues to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government and £4,298,000 
od ~ Department of Health for Scot- 
and. 

The advances to corporations during 
1952-53 were £23,712,270, of which 
£21,393,270 was to English and 
£2,319,000 to Scottish corporations. The 
total advances to corporations up to 
March 31, 1953, were £48,412,165, of 
which £44,116,035 was to English and 
£4,296,130 to Scottish Corporations. Ad- 
vances to Corporations in 1953-54 are 
estimated at £30m. 

The total expenditure on capital 
account for which ministerial approval 
had been given by March 31, 1953 was 
approximately £83m. (England £76m., 
Scotland £7m.). This sum includes all 
expenditure up to March 31, 1953 and 
the unexpended balance of approvals 
given up to that date, including sums 
approved in the budgets submitted by the 
corporations for 1953-54. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 

British Standards recently issued include 
BS 480, Part 1; “Lead or lead-aJloy 
sheathed cables for working voltages up to 
and including 33kV,” price 6s.; and Part 2, 
‘** Aluminium sheathed cables for working 
voltages up to and including 22kV,” price 
5s. Copies from the British Standards 
Institution, Sales Branch, British Standards 
House, 2 Park-street, W1. 
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THE BUILDER 


American Housebuilding in Transition 
AN ANALYTICAL STUDY 


So much has been said and written in 

this country about the efficiency of 
the American building industry that it 
may come as a surprise to many to learn 
that the housebuilding section of it is 
regarded by a large body of opinion in 
the United States as inefficient. This has 
led to the writing of a book on the sub- 
ject, ““ Housebuilding in Transition”* by 
Sherman J. Maisel, which, published in 
the ‘United States in 1953, has just made 
an appearance in this country. Mr. 
Maisel, who is Associate Professor of 
Business Administration at the Uni- 
versity of California, has worked both 
in industry and in the government, and 
for the past six or seven years has taught 
and done research in the methods and 
operations of the housebuilding industry. 
His book, one of the publications of the 
Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research, is an analytical study of house- 
building during 1949 and 1950 in the 
San Francisco Bay area, a representa- 
tive section of one of the standard 
metropolitan areas which the govern- 
ment has established throughout the 
country for statistical purposes. 


AMATEUR BUILDERS 


One remarkable fact brought out by 
the author is that in 1949 more than 
a fourth of all privately financed non- 
farm dwellings started in the United 
States were built by amateurs. These 
owner-builders numbered 265,600 and 
built approximately an equivalent num- 
ber of units, or 33 per cent. of all houses 
constructed. Nationally, owner-builders 
outnumbered actual building firms by 
more than two to one: The prevalence 
of owner-builders, however, is much 
greater in non- -metropolitan than in 
metropolitan areas. Although a signifi- 
cant segment of the nation’s housing is 
supplied by individual amateurs,. these 
generally appear in the market only once 
in their lifetimes, and they are not part 
of the actual industrial process. Turn- 
ing from general contractors on the one 
hand, and owner-builders on the other, 
to the housebuilding industry as an 
entity, it is found that housebuilding 
firms are divided into two principal 
types—the contractor, and the merchant 
or operative builder—the latter _corre- 
sponding to our speculative builder. 


In the United States, as in this country, 
housebuilding firms are of wide diversity 
in size and type and efficiency, and the 
author classifies them as small, medium, 
or large according as to whether they 
completed between one and 24 houses, 
between 25 and 99, or more than 100, 
in 1949. Of the 119, 600 firms of house- 
builders in the United States in that 
year, more than 115,000 were small, and 
less than four per cent. of all firms were 
in the’ medium-sized or large classifica- 
tions. There were only 720 large 
builders, and 3,030 medium-sized firms. 
Despite this discrepancy in number, the 
medium-sized and large groups of fitms 
accounted for 45 per cent. of the units 
built by firms. Large builders con- 





* University of California Press, Berkeley and 
Los Angeles. Agents, Cambridge University Press, 
London. Price 37s. 6d. 


structed 24 per cent. of the total of 
540,000 units; medium-sized firms built 
21 per cent. 


WOOD THE CHIEF BUILDING 
MATERIAL 


An important point to remember, and 
it is often overlooked in this country, is 
that wood has always been, and still is, 
the favourite ‘building material in the 
United States. It has been estimated that 
87 per cent. of all dwelling units are 
built of wood. The typical Bay area 
house built in 1949 was a one-storey 
detached unit with garage, having five 
rooms with an area of 1,010 square 
feet. It had a medium price of 
$10,750. In 97 per cent. of cases it had 
both a communal water supply and a 
communal sewer system. It was almost 
always a frame house, Forty-three times 
out of a hundred it had a stucco exterior 
and was often sheathed only with wire 
and building paper. When it was not 
stucco, the exterior was usually redwood 
siding or shingles. In 83 per cent. of the 
houses’ dry walls were used. Sixty- 
eight per cent. had only a floor or wall 
furnace rather than central heating. A 
similar percentage had a fireplace. 


POSITION OF ARCHITECTS 


A ,Plan and elevations of a “compo- 
site” house are given. The planning is 
compact and convenient but the eleva- 
tions are poor. It is not stated whether 
it was designed by an architect. A 
large building firm will often rough out 
its own ideas as to site development and 
house design. Then it will call in an 
architect or engineering firm to check its 
plans and offer criticism and advice. 
Houses are usually designed to a price, 
and architectural assistance is usually 
paid for on a straight fee basis. Some 
firms have ‘complete architectural and 
planning staffs, while others hire outside 
architects to assume responsibility for 
the whole job. Whatever the arrange- 
ment, the use of architectural services 
is said to be generally kept to a minimum 
by builders, who hold the view that 
architects are not interested in the mass 
market and do not know enough about 
housebuilding to hold down costs. 


CONSTRUCTION 


As to construction, the amount and 
type of pre-cutting and pre-assembly is 
said to vary greatly from firm to firm. 
Most small firms use pre-cut main items, 
such as studs and headers. As the size 
of a project increases, more and more 
items tend to be pre-cut, until at the 
maximum all lumber is so handled. Ulti- 
mately only the plates, sub-flooring and 
sheathing are left to be sawn during erec- 
tion. Some firms do almost no pre- 
assembly work, though certain units such 
as cabinets and garage doors are bought 
ready-made from a dealer. Other firms 
pre-assemble such wall sections as open- 
ings for windows and doors; sometimes 
doors are fitted to the jamb, and entire 
window units, including decorations 
and window boxes, may be pre- 
assembled also. The shop preparation 
of sheet metal for all units is a somewhat 
similar operation. Finally, some firms 
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pre-assemble the complete framing for a 
wall and move it to the site. 


SUB-CONTRACTING 


Sub-contre<ting is an important feature 
in American housebuilding. In a typical 
Bay area house, the author states, 
the grading and the concrete and cement 
finishing in site preparation and founda- 
tions, the plumbing, electrical and sheet 
metal and heating work, the roofing, dry- 
wall taping and masonry, the plastering, 
painting, hardwood flooring, linoleum 
and asphalt tile, ceramic tile and the 
shades and blinds all would be sub- 
contracted. Sub-contracting, in fact, 
accounts for almost half the builder’s 
direct costs, and 36 per cent. of the final 
sale price of a typical house is paid to the 
sub-contractors. 

Many writers in the United States have 
denounced the sub-contracting system as 
a hindrance to the development of 
efficient construction methods. The 
builder, they say, by involving himself 
in difficult problems of co-ordination, 
loses direct control of essential parts of 
the building process. The author states, 
however, that the relations between 
builders and sub-contractors are nor- 
mally quite stable. Together, the builder 
and his sub-contractors form an organi- 
sational unit, albeit an informal one. No 
serious difficulties arise except in periods 
of shortages. Although co-ordination of 
sub-contractors’ work does at times be- 
come troublesome, the system is thought 
to be more efficient by even the largest 
builders than the alternative policy of 
integration, under which the builder 
would attempt to handle the specialised 
jobs himself. Integration remains very 
rare at all size levels. 


LABOUR EFFICIENCY 


As to labour efficiency, the author 
states that it is possible to find examples 
to support almost any view for or 
against. Each of the 12 international 
unions and the approximately 85 locals 


involved in the construction industry 
in the Bay area has its own 
set of rules and regulations. Not only 


does each of these differ from the others 
on paper, but there are many variations 
in interpretation and procedure and in 
the enforcement of regulations among 
locals and with respect to individual 
builders and specific jobs. It is usual, 
for example, to find that regulations are 
enforced with much greater thorough- 
ness on commercial building than on 
housing. 

The rules and regulations which are 
claimed to be restrictive and to raise 
costs are: (1) prohibitions against owners 
working with tools; (2) “upgrading” of 
specific tasks; (3) prohibitions against use 
of particular tools, equipment and 
methods; (4) excessive jurisdictional re- 
quirements leading to conflicts and 
strikes; (5) limitation of output; and (6) 
constriction of entry. Every one of the 
unions can differ with respect to each of 
these conditions. In a brief survey of the 
subject the author comes to the con- 
clusion that some of the complaints 
against labour inefficiency appear justi- 
fied. All contracts, he writes, give the 
employer the right to hire and fire as he 
sees fit. . This is, of course, the main 
stimulant to efficiency, The mechanic 
must meet average production rates or 
lose his job. The problem is whether 
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or not these averages are held down by 
tacit agreements among the workers. 
Most feel that specific limitation does not 
exist, but that as a result of general 
labour shortage efficiency has fallen. 
Since men are not worried about getting 
another job there is no great pressure to 
exceed the average rate unless bonuses 
are paid. Allowing for possible wastes 
in all crafts and all labour costs the 
author says it would appear that a maxi- 
mum estimate of labour inefficiency 
would run from $330 to $525 per house, 
or from about 3.5 to 5.0 per cent. of the 
total cost, 


PREFABRICATION 


The author studies in considerable 
detail the ways and means of improving 
American housebuilding. There is, he 
says, a possible collision of interests in 
the future development of the pre- 
fabricator and the large-scale builder. 
Already the type of work done at the 
site and the type of work done at the 
factory have occasionally overlapped. 
This is because prefabricators seek to 
move as much of the production process 
as possible back into the factory, includ- 
ing the assembling of major components 
such as the whole wall. Meanwhile con- 
ventional builders have continued to do 
the major part of their assembly work 
at the site, although they have wanted 
increased off-site fabrication and have 
hoped that more of their sub-assemblies 
could come to them in a finished condi- 
tion. If builders maintain their marketing 
advantages and their low overheads, the 
author believes that work off the site will 
continue primarily in the form of sub- 
assemblies rather than complete units. 
The increasing fabrication of  sub- 
assemblies off the site will, of course, 
reduce the number of trade contractors 
working in the house by reducing the 
number of skilled crafts required, thus 
simplifying the production process. Even 
if the number of skilled trades is not 
greatly reduced, better planning of the 
work of the trade contractors offers an 
important opportunity for lowering pro- 
duction costs. 


CONCLUSIONS 


In his concluding remarks the author 
makes the following points: 

The critics of housebuilding have been 
sharply divided—the prophets of gloom 
who cry havoc, chaos and confusion 
in terms of profiteering, inefficiency and 
waste, and the smiling optimists who 
have promised palaces for all people at 
half the price of huts. Somewhere in 
between the forecasts of the two groups 
lies the truth. An estimate of the future 
could be formulated as follows: 


(1) Increased scale of operation and 
intensified competition will lead to 
greater __ efficiency. Removing __ the 
umbrella of protection will force the 
average efficiency level of all firms close 
to the level of efficient operation which 
is now achieved by the small minority. 
Future elevation of average firms to the 
level of the present efficient minority 
should improve the production process 
sufficiently to lower construction costs 
by five per cent. 


(2) As keener competition compels the 
most efficient firms to give up part of 
their wide profit) margins, and at the 
same time keys them as price setters for 
the industry, the selling price of houses 
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should be lowered by an additional five 
per cent. ° 

(3) Through the greater bargaining 
ability and buying power which will 
come with increased size of firm, it is 
probable that economies in materials pur- 
chases amounting to from three to six 
per cent. may be realised. 

(4) By reduction of external restrictions, 
whose maximum costs are calculated at 
seven per cent., additional savings can be 


made. 

When all these factors are added up— 
improved performance, lowe1 profits, 
better purchasing, fewer restrictions—it 
appears that a concerted effort to bring 
peak efficiency to the housebuilding in- 
dustry, with existing methods and know- 
ledge, could lower average costs by about 
20 per cent. 

The facts, concludes the author, show 
no shake-up to be likely in the house- 
building industry, no revolution in pro- 
duction, methods, organisation, costs or 
prices. Evolution is the order of the day 
—in housebuilding as elsewhere. Progress 
in the future will depend upon improving 
efficiency along paths already staked 
out. . . The speed with which the house- 
building industry brings about these gains 
for itself and the householders of its 
country will depend upon the rate at 
which it gathers available knowledge 
about itself and puts that knowledge to 
intelligent use. 

The foregoing review does no more 
than skim over the surface of a book that 
provides a thorough analysis of the 
American housebuilding industry, based 
on a wealth of authoritative information. 
The book deserves to be widely read in 
this country, whose housebuilding indus- 
try has problems of organisation and pro- 
duction not so very dissimilar from those 
of the United States. 

G. J. H. 


DISPLACED FACTORIES 


Birmingham Scheme to Erect “ Factory 
Colonies” 


HEaDs of firms in the centre of Birming- 
ham whose factories are threatened with 
demolition under the city’s redevelopment 
scheme are being asked to attend a confer- 
ence on September 28 to discuss a 
£15,000,000 plan to ‘provide them with other 
accommodation in a series of new “ factory 
colonies” round the proposed “inner ring ” 
road. The conference is being called by 
the National Union of Manufacturers, by 
whose Midland area secretary, Mr. 
Holden, the plan has been prepared. 

Outlining the scheme on August 19, Mr. 
Holden said 56 firms had already expressed 
support for the idea, which was also being 
received sympathetically by the City Council 
and various Government departments. It 
was suggested that “factory colonies” 
should be erected on a kind of co-operative 
basis. This would not only cut the capital 
cost of the actual building—almost pro- 
hibitive in the case of most small firms— 
but also the cost of maintenance. Services 
such as heat and power could be supplied 
from a common source in each “colony,” 
and it should also be possible to provide 
common welfare and medical facilities, 

Mr. Holden envisaged a total of 16 
“ colonies ” round the inner ring, varying in 
size from 20 to 50 acres. On these would 
be built well-designed, modern factory 
premises, about four storeys high, to accom- 
modate a minimum of 20 and a maximum 
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of 50 different firms in each “colony.” He 
added that he had discussed the matter with 
Corporation representatives, including Sir 
Herbert Manzoni, the City Engineer, who 
had been most helpful. They would wel- 
come the economical use of land which 
the scheme would achieve. It was hoped 
to commence the first two “colonies” in 
clearance areas at Duddeston and Bath Row. 


INNER RING ROAD FOR 
BIRMINGHAM 


Scheme to be Put in Hand 


Work will begin within two years on 
Birmingham’s Inner Ring Road to ease the 
city’s immediate traffic problem, according 
to a. recent announcement by COUNCILLOR 
F. L. Price, chairman of the City Council’s 
Public Works Committee. 

The committee have decided to serve 
notice to leave on occupiers of commercial 
and industrial premises affected. Alter- 
native accommodation will be offered. 

The Inner Ring Road will eventually be 
double-track, but only a single carriageway 
will be provided at first. The completion of 
the whole scheme will take many years, but 
this first project, now approved by the public 
works committee, will enable existing suit- 
able roads to be linked up. The ring road 
will then be useful, though the city will not 
have the full benefit of the scheme until 
further work is done. 


THE INSTITUTION OF SANITARY 
ENGINEERS 


Exqmination for Associate Membership 


THE FOLLOWING are the names of candi- 
dates who gained a pass in the Institution 
of Sanitary Engineers’ examinations for 
Associate Membership held on May 27, 28 
and 29, at the respective centres:— 

LONDON 

I. S. ‘Armstrong, Part 2(A), Bury St. Edmunds; 
G. E. Bussell, Part 1 only, Edgware; N. L. Duff, 
Parts 1, 2(B) & 3, Surfleet; R. P. Field, Parts 2(A) & 
3, Battle; B. Lewis, Parts 2(A) & 3, Kettering; H. T. 
Mitchell, Part 3, Sutton Coldfield; W. D. Mugford, 
Parts 1, 2(D) & 3, Paignton; R. P. Wheeler, Part 3, 
Botley; G. E. Woods, Part 2(A), Bury St. Edmunds. 


MANCHESTER 


D. Bell, Parts 2(D) & 3, Cathay, Cardiff; S. K. 
Gupta, Parts 1, 2(D) & 3, India; A. S. Jones, Parts 
1, 2(D) & 3, Crumpsall; S. A. Rahman, Parts 1, 2(D) 
& 3, Singapore; A. Wainwright, Parts 2(D) & 3, 
Bollington. 


GARAGES IN THE CITY 
A Town Planning Inquiry 


THE USE of multi-storey garages in the City 
of London was advocated by Mr. DEREK 
WALKER-SMITH, MP, when appearing at a 
recent public inquiry. 

Mr. Walker-Smith’s clients, the City of 
London Real Property Company, wish to 
erect an office building in Billiter-square for 
Messrs. Anderson Green, the managers of the 
Orient Line. Planning permission had been 
refused unless a basement car park was pro- 
vided to hold about four cars. This would 
have put up the cost by £9,000. 

Mr. G. A. CoomBE, the managing director 
of the City of London Real Property Com- 


pany, said they were prepared to erect a . 


multi-storey garage to hold 711 cars at Great 
Tower-street-—Upper Thames-street—Water- 
lane—Bear-lane. This was with the proviso 
that in other office buildings erected in the 
locality no condition of basement car parks 
were inserted. ° 

The inspector said he would report to the 
Minister of Housing (whose decision will be 
announced in due course). 
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EASTWOODS ‘manufacture and supply 


fireplaces 





A part of the Eastwoods Organisation is devoted to the manufacture of tiled fireplaces 

and surrounds. This Division produces a standard range of some 22 designs 

which meet all normal requirements of size and design for dwelling houses. 

Architects and Contractors can, therefore, look to Eastwoods to supply all the fireplaces 
required for housing projects, while Builders can call on their own Eastwoods Depot 

to supply fireplaces for either single new houses or for modernisation of- existing dwellings. 
In addition to the manufacture’ of these standard designs Eastwoods also offer 

Architects manufacturing resources for the production of fireplaces to their own special designs. 
A broadsheet is available on request which illustrates and identifies all the fireplaces 

within the standard range. Your nearest Eastwoods Depot or Head Office will send it to you. 
They will also be very happy to discuss the production of special designs. 


~ 


EASTWOODS SALES LIMITED 


® 
Head Office: Eastwood House, City Road, London, E.C.1. —_ Tel.: CLErkenwell 2040 (30 lines) 
" FIREPLACE DEPARTMENT: NORMAN ROAD: GREENWICB 
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Demountable partitioning by Compactom in the 
St. Swithin’s House offices of The Shell Petroleum Company Ltd., London. 


decide 
s 8 
divide = & #8 a you'll find the most suitable materials and 


finishes for all requirements combined in Compactitioning — 











the complete, individual service of 


COMPACTOM PARTITIONING 


Write for full details to . . . COMPACTOM LTD., OXGATE LANE, CRICKLEWOOD, LONDON, N.W.2 
Telephone : GLAdstone 2600, 8887 








Centering 


For flat slab, vaulted or domed roof 
construction, HICO Centering, by reason 
of its light weight, ease of assembly, 
erection and striking, speeds up 

work and substantially reduces costs. 
HICO is adaptable to any size, type and 
profile of span; it has a high weight 
carrying capacity yet units are easily 
carried by one man. Write today for the 


i Ld Sudhee 
; tT ee ft 
new HICO catalogue number 107. Ri XK. eee 


’ Cut out your props 


Use HICO 
and cut your costs ! 


BLAW KNOX LTD. (Box | 13) 90-94 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3. Tel: KENsington 5151 
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Fig. 1. Development of a mine by the longwall method. 


MINING SUBSIDENCE 
A Paper at the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 


How the extent and degree of mining 
subsidence that may be expected as a 
result of coal mining can be calculated, and 
subsequent damage to buildings minimised, 
was explained at a general meeting of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, in 
London, earlier this year, in a paper on 
“Mining Subsidence,” by Mr. KENNETH 
WARDELL, FRICS, from which we take the 
following extracts. Mr. Wardell said: 


The term mining subsidence is almost uni- 
versally associated with the mining of coal, 
where it is necessary to differentiate between 
two distinct methods of working, i.e., longwall 
as opposed to pillar and stall. The former 
is used in 74 per cent. of the coal mines in 
this country, and, except where specially re- 
ferred to, the ensuing notes refer exclusively 
to longwall mining. 

This method of mining implies that large 
areas of coal are completely extracted by a 
number of more or less broad working fronts 
or faces (see Fig. 1). The roadways for each 
working face are usually formed by exca- 
vating a part of the roof overlying the seam, 
the stone thus obtained being used to build 
packs or walls along the roadside. The width 
of these packs depends partly on the quantity 
of material available. Similar packs may 
also be built in the worked-out area between 
the roadways. and their purpose is mainly to 
support and control the roof beds overlying 
the seam. This process is known as “strip 
packing”; the roof tends to collapse into 
the spaces between the packs and thus 
material is provided for their extension. The 
working face advances a fixed distance in 
a specified time, ie., 24 hours, 36 hours. 48 
hours, etc., and the packs are also extended 
for each unit distance of advance. 

In some cases the worked-out area is 
packed solid. In other cases, only the road- 
side packs are built, and the roof between 
them is allowed to break down some distance 
behind the working face. This is known as 
“caving,” but, irrespective of the method 
of packing, the roof of the seam invariably 
subsides to some extent before any support 
in the form of packing can be introduced. 
Moreover, even with solid packing, it is im- 
possible to provide support which is as strong 
as the coal which has been removed. 


Before mining takes place, the strata com- 


posing the earth’s crust are in a state of 
equilibrium. The void created by the mining 
of coal disturbs this equilibrium in such a 
way that the overlying strata tend to subside 
into the void and this subsidence is ulti- 
mately transmitted to the surface. 

The forces released and the movements 
which take place as mining develops are very 
complex. There is, for example, evidence 
which indicates that, in addition to the sub- 
sidence of the overlying strata, the strata 
lying beneath the worked-out area are also 
affected and tend to rise up, at least for a 
time, into the mined area. 


AREA AFFECTED 


It is extremely difficult to study the pro- 
cess of movement as a whole, but, in the 
first place, it is known that the surface area 
affected is always greater than the worked- 
out area. In Fig. 2, for example, the outer 
limits of final subsidence caused by the 
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worked-out area lie beyond the edges of the 
working, and within these limits a trough 
or basin of subsidence is formed. The angie 
between the vertical plane and a line drawn 
from the edge of the workings to the edge 
of the subsidence basin is called the angle 
to the limit of surface movement or, more 
shortly, the “limiting angle.” This angle 
is a most important factor in the study of 
mining subsidence and one of the main ob- 
jects of surface observations is to determine 
its value. 

Fig. 2 shows the final position of subsi- 
dence which only occurs some time after 
working has ceased, because the subsidence 
develops as the working face advances. The 
advancing face is accompanied by a wave 
of subsidence as shown in Fig. 3, and the 
final settled position of a surface point is 
only reached some time after the working 
has passed beyond it. The diagram also 
shows the subsidence development at right 
angles to the direction of advance, and the 
intermediate developments are calculated 
according to a method recently published. 


A DYNAMIC PROCESS 


Once this general idea of surface subsi- 
dence as a dynamic and three-dimensional 
process is grasped, the detailed questions 
begin to arise. For example, it becomes 
necessary to know (a) what the actual limits 
of surface movement are and their variations 
under different conditions, (b) what the 
maximum subsidence is likely to be in given 
circumstances, (c) how long subsidence is 
likely to continue, and (d) what surface 
damage can be expected. 

The answers to these questions are of 
vital importance to the mining surveyor not 
only in assessing and dealing with claims for 
damage to property, but also, wherever pos- 
sible, in endeavouring to arrange and phase 
workings to cause a minimum of surface 
damage. Less directly they are also, no 
doubt, of interest to other surveyors who 
may be concerned with the design, planning, 
building or management of surface property. 

As has been pointed out, the extent of sur- 
face subsidence is defined by the so-called 
limiting angle and the value of this angle 
is not a constant. It varies according to the 
nature of the strata between the workings 
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Extension of surface movement beyond the limits of the worked-out area. 
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CROSS SECTION ON A-A SHOWING INTERMEDIATE 
DEVELOPMENT OF: SUBSIDENCE 


Fig. 3. Subsidence development. 


and surface. Generally speaking it tends to 
decrease, the harder and stronger the strata. 
Coal Measure rocks, however, consist largely 
of alternating beds of sandstone, shale and 
rocks intermediate between the two and, 
wherever the proportions remain roughly the 
same, recent observations are tending to 
show that the limiting angle varies within 
comparatively narrow limits. In 11 observed 
cases in Yorkshire, for example, the angle 
varied between 32 deg. and 40 deg. There 
are no rules for determining the value of 
the limiting angle and it can onlybe obtained 
for a given locality by precise observations. 

Irrespective of its value, however, a most 
important principle has been deduced from 
the notion of the limiting angle. In Fig. 4, 
the worked-out area AB is subtended by the 
limiting angle drawn around a surface point 
P. If further working takes place beyond 
B, then the limiting line, which marks the 
limit of surface movement, will move away 
from P and similarly, if further working takes 
place beyond A, then that limiting line will 
also move away from P. In _ horizontal 
measures, the limiting angle drawn around 
P will subtend a circular area in a seam and 
a cross-section on any diameter of it would 
result in the same conclusion being reached. 
In other words, no workings outside this circle 
could cause subsidence at the point P, and the 
circle is usually known as the “ area of in- 
fluence ” or the “ critical area of extraction.” 

It also follows that, if workings outside this 
area of influence cannot affect the surface 
point P, then that point must have under- 
gone its maximum subsidence when its whole 
area of influence has been worked. Con- 
versely, if the whole area of influence is not 
worked, the point could not undergo its maxi- 
mum subsidence. This is probably the most 
important single principle yet developed in 
the study of mining subsidence and the credit 
for its introduction belongs to some unknown 
German investigator. 


OTHER SURFACE MOVEMENTS 
As the ground surface subsides it also 
changes in length, and this change in length 
is of the utmost importance so far as damage 
to buildings is concerned. The movement 
of individual points on the subsiding surface 





is downwards and inwards towards the 
worked-out area, and, in eftect, the total 
movement of a surface point has two com- 
ponents, a vertical one (subsidence) and a 
horizontal one (lateral displacement). 
Observations show that the horizontal 
components of the movement at individual 
surface points in the subsiding area are not 
equalin amount. The difference between the 
horizontal components of any two adjacen‘ 
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points indicates that the original distance 
between them has either shortened or length- 
ened. Although, strictly speaking, it is in- 
correct to use the terms of engineering 
science in this connection, the lengthening of 
the ground is usually referred to as tension 
and the shortening as compression. 

Since the distances between points are not 
always uniform, it is common practice to 
divide the change in length (in millimetres) 
by the distance between the points (in 
metres) and express the strain in millimetres 
per metre. This is a most useful standard for 
comparison. 

The effects of these differential horizontal 
movements are often observed on damaged 
buildings in subsiding areas. For example, 
the lengthening or tension of the ground on 
which a building stands results in its founda- 
tions being forced apart and vertical cracks 
may appear in the fabric of the building. 
Heavy compressive strains cause the, uplift- 
ing of pavements, crowning of floors, dis- 
placement of tram and rail tracks, bulging 
of walls, and horizontal fracturing of brick- 
work. 

Observations show that the tensional 
strains occur mainly around the edges of a 
subsiding basin and the compressive strains 
more or less directly over the worked-out 
area. The surface displacement reaches a 
maximum at points approximately vertically 
over the edges of the worked-out area, and 
is zero at the extremities and at the centre of 
the subsided basin. This also results in the 
zone of tension lying mainly over the un- 
worked area and the compression zone mainly 
over the worked-out area. The worst dam- 
age occurs in the areas of maximum tension 
and compression. 

One phenomenon, which is a direct out- 
come of the tensional strains, is the often 
observed occurrence of breaks or fissures in 
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PLAN VIEW 


















































































August 








August 27 1954 THE BUILDER 


Chief Architect and Surveyor: 

J. Innes Elliott, B. Arch., A.R.I.B.A. 
Deputy Chief Architect and 
Surveyor: 

C. R. Fowkes, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
Senior Architect in charge: 

the late W. S. Grice, MC., F.R.1.B.A. 
S. J. Hanchet, A.R.1.B.A. 

Architect: 

C. A. Legerton, A.R.I.B.A. 
Assistant Architect: 

J. M. McLellan, A.R.1.B.A. 


tvtw Count &s 


= 
& 





The New Metropolitan Police Housing (Illustrated in this Issue) that we were privileged to be Contractors for at Canonbury Estate, Islington. 


“Our tradition of fine» craftsmanship and service is the one 
by .which we are known in the Building Industry and is 
manifest in the important contracts which we have carried 
out. 


We welcome the opportunity to discuss our service and 
our capacity for all forms of contracting work”. 


WALTER LILLY 


& COMPANY LIMITED 


Building Contractors 


DECORATORS - ENGINEERS 


ST. ANN’S ST. WESTMINSTER aspey 4661 (10 lines) 

















THE BUILDER August 27 1954 August ; 


the grou 
maximur 
fissures t 
of rock | 
may alsc 
is great, 
at the su: 
fissuring 
differenti 
localities 


L 


The wv 
felt in 1 
flooding 
drainage 
gradient 


too, the 
: in factor 
re & ing the e 


already | 
can be fe 
ing dam: 
be consi 

Dama 
caused | 


ty horizont: 

Here is a new translucent srg 
y certain d 

out app: 

the mail 


building material for iationshi 
) cae 
shape al 


skylights, wall lights, | Boe 


its ends 
is likely 


og, 2 in the te 

panels and partitions comape 
pressive 

may not 

of this : 

metres ii 

tial mov 

UNDULITE is a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting » mm. Th 


damage 


reinforced with fibreglass for extra strength. ere? 
It is rigid and durable enough to stand up to the severest rc therefore 


weather, and completely shatterproof. .. Soe 
UNDULITE is made in standard sized sheets to nest | 
with standard pitches of other materials and it can be | its long 
cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with ordinary ; Bs! 

i dae t 5 ; of intert 
tools to suit individual requirements. ' tends to 
Wherever there is a need for simple, inexpensive day- ; pres 
lighting in farms and factories, shops, warehouses, garages | on the s 
and office buildings, there is a place for UNDULITE. | = 


Write for a copy of our illustrated folder for details of | to be at 
sizes, prices, colours and uses. 5 as tensic 








pressive 
rather se 
building: 


It mig 
thing o1 
damage. 
such as 

of the 
. moveme 


of clay, 
in quart 


made by AShdowns damage 
mining, | 


ASHDOWNS LIMITED, ECCLESTON WORKS, ST HELENS, LANCS. TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 3206 lem_ to 
Ashdowns Limited is a subsidiary of Pilkington Brothers Limited mining ¢ 














August 27 1954 


the ground surface, usually at the points of 
maximum tension. Generally speaking, these 
fissures tend to appear where a hard stratum 
of rock is present at or near the surface, but 
may also occur in softer strata if the tension 
is great, and also where large faults outcrop 
at the surface. In the latter case particularly, 
fissuring may be accompanied by sharply 
differential subsidence and buildings in these 
localities are usually damaged severely. 


DAMAGE TO BUILDINGS 


The worst effects of pure subsidence are 
felt in low-lying areas where the danger of 
flooding may be increased or where land 
drainage may be affected by the changes in 
gradient of the land surface. Occasionally, 
too, the latter are of some importance where 
large or very sensitive machinery is installed 
in factories and works. The factors govern- 
ing the extent and amount of subsidence have 
already been discussed, and no general rules 
can be formulated for minimising or alleviat- 
ing damage of this kind. Every case has to 
be considered on its merits. 

Damage to buildings and structures is 
caused almost entirely by the differential 
horizontal movement of the ground surface. 
Most buildings can probably withstand a 
certain degree of tension or compression with- 
out apparent signs of damage, and one of 
the main problems exercising our minds at 
the moment is the determination of the re- 
lationship between damage and ground move- 
ment. It is not just a question of the in- 
tensity of tension or compression, since the 
shape and size of a building are also im- 
portant factors. For example, if a long ter- 
race Of houses lies in a compression zone 
and the total differential movement between 
its ends is 4 or 5 inches, this movement 
is likely to express itself at the weakest point 
in the terrace and cause more or less severe 
damage. Quite probably the maximum com- 
pressive strain developed at any one point 
may not exceed 1.5 mm./m., and a strain 
of this magnitude on a detached house 12 
metres in length would represent a differen- 
tial movement over its length of about 18 
mm. The latter would no doubt cause slight 
damage but nothing like so severe as in the 
case of the long terrace. It follows from this, 
therefore, that large buildings and structures 
are more susceptible to damage than smaller 
ones. Similarly, if the greatest strains in a 
subsiding area develop in a certain direction, 
then a building is more vulnerable if it has 
its long axis in that direction. 

It is becoming fairly clear that cracking 
of internal plaster and ceilings in buildings 
tends to occur when the tensional strain ex- 
ceeds 0.5—0.75 mm./m., but more severe 
structural damage is to some extent dependent 
on the size of the building and its shape re- 
lative to the development of the ground move- 
ment. Most buildings and structures appear 
to be about twice as strong in compression 
as tension, but when damage from com- 
pressive straining does occur, it tends to be 
rather severe, particularly in the case of large 
buildings. 

It might be appropriate here to say some- 
thing on the question of pseudo - mining 
damage. Any natural ground movements 
such as local subsidences due to variations 
of the ground water level, tectonic earth 
movements, the drying out and shrinking 
of clay, or vibrations caused by blasting 
in quarries can cause damage to buildings 
which is often indistinguishable from mining 
damage. Such cases have been observed 
many times in districts remote from any 
mining, but it is an extremely difficult prob- 
lem to differentiate between them in a 
mining district. 
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So far as buildings themselves are con- 
cerned, structural precautions against mining 
damage in this country have been largely 
aimed at strengthening foundations by 
reinforcement. How far such precautions 
are generally effective is not certainly known. 
but at least a number of cases have been 
observed where buildings with strongly 
reinforced foundations have still been 
damaged. As a principle, it would appear 
to be preferable to construct buildings in 
such a way that they can accommodate 
movement, either tensional or compressive. 
It is difficult enough to forecast the degree 
of tension or compression which any par- 
ticular building is likely to suffer from a 
single working, but when one considers that. 
in a mining area, a building may be sub- 
jected to tensional strain at one time and 
comprehensive strain at another and that these 
may be cumulative as the number of seams 
worked increases, it becomes almost 
impossible to forecast and therefore to give 
the architect or structural engineer any clear 
idea of the forces which are likely to ‘be 
involved. 


MINIMISING EFFECTS 


While surface subsidence is inevitable with 
longwall mining, the strains, or their inci- 
dence at certain points on the surface, can. 
to a limited extent, be controlled. That 
is to say, in the case of a very important 
building it may be possible to arrange the 
workings so that an important building lies 
more or less in this neutral zone. In other 
cases the disposition of the building relative 
to the direction of development of the work- 
ings may make this impracticable. More- 
over, the dynamic strains following the 
advancing face must also be reckoned with 
in every case, particularly when the work- 
ings are shallow or the seam being worked 
is particularly thick. 


On the Continent, some success has been 
obtained by so arranging workings that the 
tension from one was partly or wholly com- 
pensated by the compression from another. 
This requires simultaneous working in two 
seams, however, and is much more applicable 
with the Continental method of mining. 
Experiments are being carried out in this 
country to try to obtain the final situation 
of a strain-free area, which is associated 
with workings wider than the diameter of 
the area of influence, without, at the same 
time, experiencing the disadvantages of 
heavy dynamic strains following the face. 
It is too early yet to be assured that this 
can be done in all cases, but the first results 
are favourable and further information will 
no doubt be made available at a later date. 


It should be pointed out that the possi- 
bility of controlling the horizontal ground 
movements is very largely limited to cases 
of large buildings. It is impossible to con- 
ceive a longwall method of working by 
which protection could be afforded to com- 
paratively large built-up areas. 


CATALOGUE DESIGN 


The judging panel appointed by the British 
Federation of Master Printers and the 
Council of Industrial Design has now made 
its fina] selection of well-designed catalogues 
for display at the “100 Best Catalogues” 
exhibition, to be held in October at the 
British Institute of Management, Hill-street, 
W1. About 1,500 catalogues were . sub- 
mitted, and Mr. W. C. Thielé, advertising 
manager of Yardley and Co., Ltd., acted 
as independent chairman of the selection 
panel. 


351 


OPENCAST COAL IN 
YORKSHIRE 


Discussion on Wentworth Workings 
AN agreement limiting opencast. coal 
= working within the parish of Went- 
worth, Yorkshire, reached by the Ministers 
of Housing and Local Government, Fuel 
and Power, and Agriculture and Fisheries, 
has been notified by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, Mr. Harold Mac- 
millan, to the West Riding County Council, 
Rotherham Rural District Council and 
Wentworth Parish Council. The agreement 
follows a meeting in April with the local 
authorities concerned, and fulfils an under- 
taking by the Ministers of Housing and 
Local Government and Fuel and Power to 
make known what further areas, if any, are 
to be worked at Wentworth. 


In his letter Mr. Macmillan says that he 
has now fully considered the views brought 
forward at the meeting and, after consulting 
the Ministers of Fuel and Power and Agri- 
culture, he has reluctantly come to the 
conclusion that, in view of the urgent 
national need of coal from opencast sources, 
some further working must take place in 
the parish. Strict limitations on the area 
of working are, however, being imposed, 
partly in the interest of agriculture and 
partly to protect the amenities and appear- 
ance of the mansion of Wentworth Wood- 
house and its woodlands, and of the parish 
in general. 


It has accordingly been decided that the 
sites described by the National Coal Board 
as Trowles Wood and Cortworth are not 
to be worked, except in the event of a 
grave national emergency. Prospecting, 
however, will be allowed to proceed at 
Cortworth, where coal has not been proved. 


All the local authorities stressed the need 
to leave undisturbed the woodlands at the 
Fox Covert site, which are of particular 
importance to the amenities of the park 
area. Working will be prohibited in these 
woodlands, even though this decision means 
giving up more than double the amount of 
coal contained in the unwooded part of the 
site where working will be allowed. 


PROTECTING THE LAKES 


Similarly it has been decided to allow the 
working on the Crabtree site on the under- 
standing that measures will be taken to 
prevent damage to or pollution of the lakes, 
and that working access to this site does 
not cross Wentworth Park. 


Working will be allowed on the remain- 
ing sites, Daniel Lane, View Tree II, Boulder 
Fall II, Waterfall and Hood Hill. The 
working of View Tree II will avoid the 
trees and buildings, and any damage to the 
farm buildings will be made good. 

In telling the local authorities that this 
decision on further opencast working may 
be regarded as the final settlement for the 
land within the parish of Wentworth, the 
Minister says that he realises that “it only 
partly meets the representations made by 
the local authorities, but he hopes that your 
council will appreciate that, in view of the 
background against which the decision has 
been made—in particular the importance of 
obtaining every available ton of opencast 
coal in present circumstances—the preserva- 
tion of certain sites and woodland areas, 
‘together with those that have already been 
spared, represents a very comsiderable 
concession.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 329) 
EXAMINATIONS OF THE RICS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—At last candidates for the RICS 
examinations have a spokesman in 
Mr. Willis, and what a tonic to the younger 
men in the profession are his sensible and 
progressive views (your last issue), but 
one can imagine how surely he must be a 
voice crying in the wilderness of Great 
George-street. 

In a totally different context a corre- 
spondent in The Sunday Times of August 22 
refers to ‘‘ Institution’? as a cautious, 
conservative and backward-looking word ; 
how completely this sums up the Sur- 
veyors’ Institution! Candidates do not 
ask for the examinations to be made easier 
but for the removal of anomalies such as 
the expenditure of three months’ study- 
time preparing comprehensive preliminary 
drawings for a paltry 20 or 25 marks, and 
the long intervals they are forced to endure. 

On these and many other questions 
and to all the points in Mr. Willis’ article 
will the Institution remain silent, secure 
in the knowledge that they are “‘ top dog ’”’? 


£550 p.a. (FAILED INTERMEDIATE). 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—To so many quantity surveyors 
for whom Mr. A. J. Willis’s books 
formed firm - based stepping - stones 
through the RICS examinations, his article 
in your issue of August 20 will seem some- 
thing of a disillusionment. His main 
theme, in precis, seems to be :— 

(a) That the percentage of passes in 
the RICS examinations is decreasing 
year by year ; 

(b) That therefore the examinations 
_are, for one reason or another, too 
difficult ; 

(c) That surveyors are joining other 
bodies, presumably because they have 
easier examinations or none at all ; and 

(d) That therefore the RICS should, 
one way or another, make their quali- 
fications easier to attain. 

I find myself unable to accept this 
hypothesis ; it is true that the percentage 
of passes is decreasing, but, in my opinion, 
not because the examinations are becoming 
more complex (they have always been 
complex) but because the standard of 
preparedness of the students is decreasing. 

In the immediately post-war years the 
RICS examination students were mainly ex- 
Servicemen, all mature, many with family 
responsibilities and all with five or six lost 
years to make up; they had much to work 
hard for, and did. To-day the majority of 
students have not at all the same outlook, 
and in my experience do no more work than 
they consider necessary to “just scrape 
through” ; is it surprising that many fail ? 

To suggest that, because students are taking 
the easy way out and joining more lenient 
bodies, the Institution should lower _ its 
standards seems the height of folly. The 
present-day chartered surveyor, having been 
through the fire of the professional examina- 
tions and the required practical training, is a 
first-class surveyor, and it is the bounden 
duty of the RICS to produce professional men 
and women on whom the public can 
thoroughly rely. A, Pyser [ARICS]. 


5, Oaklands-avenue, Hassocks, Sussex. 
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ARCHITECTS’ RESPONSIBILITIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I feel that the concluding para- 
graphs of Mr. MacDonald’s letter 
(your last issue) require a friendly reply, 
once again to wither and dry up the tiny 
seed of doubt which is still found planted 
in the minds of many private architects. 

Mr. MacDonald states “‘ the architect 
could make arrangements for the con- 
tractor to prepare his own quantities.” 
He infers that his duty to his client will be 
amply fulfilled if he obtains a price in 
either of the following ways : 

(1) By sending out a plan and speci- 
fication to, say, eight selected con- 
tractors. 'T’o get one job each contractor 
has therefore on average to produce eight 
sets of approximate quantities. At 
4 per cent. each time this adds 4 per cent. 
to the cost of every job. 

(2) By asking for a price from one 

‘highly recommended contractor. Now 

this contractor prides himself on doing 
a good and honest jgb of work and he 
thinks it only fair that he should get a 
fair and honest price for it; his price 
will be equal to the highest which would 
have been received in (1), and in my 
experience the difference between the 
highest and lowest prices in (1) varies 
from 5 to 15 per cent. 

Having let the contract in either way, 
the architect is now properly stuck (and 
so is his client). No sort of variation from 
the original drawing can be envisaged 
without argument, and the final recourse 
is too often to a costly arbitration or even 
more costly court case. 

Why not face up to the obvious that 
two heads are better than one and that 
the quantity surveyor is his best pal at 
23 per cent.? An architect cannot do 
full duty to his client as an artist and 
planner when he has to be preoccupied 
with law and finance, both of which are 
the constant care and everyday task of the 
quantity surveyor. : 

Joun N. Tucker [FRICS]. 


Watergate, Newquay. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. MacDonald has drawn atten- 
tion to many of the complexities that 
assail the architect to-day; I would, 
however, deplore the antagonistic attitude 
towards quantity surveyors that is apparent 
in the latter part of his letter. 'The refer- 
ence in the leading article in the same 
issue that ‘‘ The quantity surveyor de- 
mands increased payments for the accept- 
ance of none (i.e., increased responsi- 
bilities) ’’ also appears singularly un- 
balanced, but the subsequent advice— 
that the architect should supply the 
builder with all necessary information 
before the work begins—is excellent, and 
it is just as imperative that the quantity 
surveyor should be similarly informed. 
Such action would certainly remove 
justification for the complaint made by 
Mr. MacDonald that ‘‘ Many quantity 
surveyors ... excuse their errors by 
blaming: architects’ drawings and speci- 
fications for giving insufficient particulars.”’ 


Rosert A. W. Hoare [ARICS]. 
96, Windsor-drive, Farnborough, Kent. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Floor to Withstand Acid 


Q.—Can you advise me of a suitable floor 
material that will withstand acid. The floor 
I am concerned with was put down two or 
three years ago and is in a building where 
acid is used. The present concrete floor is 
in a very bad condition. The cement is 
eaten away to a depth of 1} in. in the worst 
places, but the acid does not seem to have 
touched the aggregate. Is there some 
bituminous solution which will resist the 
action of acid or would Staffordshire blue 
bricks solve the problem? Can a builder 
lay any material suitable, if it is obtainable, 
or would it have to be carried out by a firm 
specializing in this kind of work. W. F. F. 


A.—The type of floor suitable for re- 
sistance against acid attack is dependent 
upon the acid or chemical to which it is sub- 
jected. Since there is already a floor laid 
it would also seem necessary to consider to 
what extent cost and inconvenience should 
be considered. 

Probably the most economical material to 
use over an existing floor would be asphalt. 
Normal grade asphalt would be unaffected 
by diluted acid solutions but acids of con- 
centrated strength require special grades. 
Providing the foundation of the existing floor 
is sound, it is quite satisfactory to apply the 
asphalt direct on the existing surface. It 
would be advisable, however, to engage a 
specialist firm to carry out this work. Where 
heavy wheeled traffic is to be considered, it 
may be necessary to use a harder material. 

Staffordshire blue bricks, as suggested, 
would be suitable, but again it would “ be 
advisable” to use an acid-resisting cement 
in the bedding mortar. Ciment Fondu is one 
of the better known acid-resisting cements 
and may be depended upon to resist most 
of the industrial acids. 

A surface rendering of not less that 14 in. 
with a matrix of Ciment Fondu could also 
be used. Where rendering of this matrix is 
used it is most important that the existing 
floor be thoroughly cleaned of all loose dirt 
and grease-like substances, then thoroughly 
keyed. 4 H: ©. BD. 


Ceiling for Dance Hall 


Q.—What type of ceiling would be best 
for a new dance hall which I am building, 
bearing in mind the best acoustic result for 
music? Wi. 0: “EL 


A.—Consideration should be given to the 
type of roof construction before the system 
is decided. The two types of finish can be 
either a solid plaster ceiling or a fibrous 
plaster ceiling. If the acoustics of the build- 
ing have to be considered either of these two 
methods of finish is suitable. | Presuming 
that the roof is a pitched one, some form 
of furring will be necessary to receive fixings 
for either solid or fibrous plaster. Generally 
in buildings of this type the Building Acts 
require a metal frame for fixing. This work 
is carried out by specialist firms who provide 
all fixings and the labour, but should it be of 
timber construction provision can be made 
for this fixing. 

For a solid ceiling, using plaster-board as 
the base, it is recommended that two coats 
of plaster be applied, but where acoustics 
are to be considered then the appropriate 
plaster must be used. The first coat should 
be a retarded semi-hydrate browning plaster 
and sand and the finish a retarded finishing 
plaster class “A.” For the acoustic finish, 
sand and: browning plaster floating, and 
acoustic plaster for the finish. It is not 
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A FREE TRY before YOU BUY 


Do you believe all you 
read in Advertisements ? 


p. Ww. MASSON 


Builder ‘an 0 We must admit that we are sometimes 

AD, HARPENDEN Td: Haspenc sceptical of the claims made in some 

1, woOD END ROAD: june, 1054 of the Advertisements we read, and 

your Ret. AGE/PS/2. Saeko just in case this applies with you, we 

our Ref. FWM/JPM. have decided to offer Free Testing 
Samples of Febmix Admix. 

to thank you £9 a In making this offer we give you the 

sre “Febmix Admix” sent to me opportunity of checking the claims 

of we make of the action in use of 


the 3rd inst. that I have secs 
sed to inform you , 
nivale be all you claim it to be, 
spre wt " been able to increase _ 
ie mber of bricks laid. 


Dear Sit, x the free sample 


your product 


foun 
and, with its use, 
by 25% the average nu 


REDUCES MATERIAL COST 
arrange to 


ur earliest INCREASES LABOUR OUTPUT 
AND 


IMPROVES QUALITY OF WORK 


Will you please, therefore, 

° 
da mea further five gallons at Y 
send m 


onvenience- | a 
' g you for your very kind atte 
Yours faithfully, 


pp: F. W. Mason 


Thankin 


Mr. MASSON, who sent the unsolicited testimonial we reproduce here, increased by 25% 

the number of bricks laid by using FEBMIX ADMIX, but that is not all, he also 

obtained a mortar that resisted rain penetration and frost attack, and reduced material 
cost by 4d. per cubic foot of mixed mortar. 





On receipt of your application on headed notepaper a FREE SAMPLE of FEBMIX ADMIX, 
sufficient for treating 2 cwts. of cement, will be sent to you carriage paid. 











for making 


FEBMIX ADMIX uum 
MASONRY MORTAR 


Write for free (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


TUDOR PARADE, LONDON ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDX. Phone: HOU 0082 


sample today ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, MANCHESTER Phone: Choriton 1063 
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New, British BARTREV is the finest chipboard ever made in this = used in th 
country. It saves you money right through every building job. = of piggert 
BARTREYV costs less than any other comparable material, yet it aan 
does a better job wherever you now use plywood or blockboard. ent upon 
Make the most of its great strength and lightness by designing for pllraths.. 


exposure. 


—_ ss 45 ft. lengths of BARTREV ordered for a showroom 4 ; 
BARTREV—tight from the start. Because you get it in the exact installation. BARYREV can be made 20 ay length, j A guid 


lengths you require, BARTREV cuts the cost of erection, saves subject only to transport arrangements. ped a 
labour, saves time—saves you money! band furth 
» = pose is se 
» strength « 
5 a | A 

Use BARTREV for partitions, 1 4 ee 
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BARTREV has a smooth, attractive appearance. ‘i = useful 
f them. 


(Name 


BARTREV is available in these thicknesses: }”, 3”, 4”, 2”. ; and spec 
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BARTREV is an excellent building board. 
It is supplied 4 ft. wide and in any length. 


It is not subject to wood’s inherent variations. 


It can be sawn, drilled, nailed and glued, just like EMP. 
wood. 1 Imp 
BARTREV is also an excellent core material for veneers. 


: AT a 
Use BARTREV for pre-fabricated buildings | Local | 


, : stated th 
Design for BARTREV and you cut down on site ing som 


work. Use pressed BARTREV skin, veneered and » employe 
with waterproof finish, for external walls; plain » employer 
BARTREV for interiors. Wall, ceiling, and floor holidays 
panels are delivered as required. BARTREV is. | tered fo 


vermin-free and fire resisting. — ped 


more an 


’ pay sche 
: Report 
» «area, he 
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The only chipboard of unlimited length | | active. 

: R. d 
Employn 
siderable 
The British Plaster Board The Merchant Trading Co. Ltd., Montague L. Meyer Ltd., the very 

(Manufacturing) Ltd., | Effingham House, Arundel St., London, 14 Buckingham Street, enabled 
Wallasey—London | W.C.2. Tel: Temple Bar 5303 (8 lines) | Adelphi, W.C.2 Tel: Trafalgar 7766 work. | 


had falle 

Wm. Evans & Co. trade wi 
(Distributors) Ltd., | The Metal Agencies Co. Ltd., L. P. Thomas Co. Ltd., because 

52 Stanley Street, Liverpool 1. Avon Works, Winterstoke Road, 12 Dixon Street, Glasgow C,1. h tl 

Tel: Central 5171 | Bristol 3. Tel: 64611 | Tel: Central 6092-3 on: culate 





The following are the distributors, any one of whom can supply BARTREV to any part of the U.K. 
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always necessary to cover the whole of the 
area with acoustic plaster, but only those 
parts that will be required to reflect the 
sound. The British Plaster Board, Ltd., will 
supply the necessary information regarding 
this type of work. The plaster-board ceiling 
can either be nailed to wood fixings or 
secured by a proprietary system. 

For the fibrous plaster ceiling, which is 
the general finish for this type of building, 
the slabs are made in sizes usually 6 ft. by 
4 ft. by 1 in. thick at the edges, This can 
be fixed to timber or tied to the meta] frame 
with galvanised wire and covered with a wad 
of canvas and plaster. This form of finish 
saves much material and is made off the site 
by specialist firms who also make and fix 
the material. G. H. 

(Name of proprietary products, systems 
and specialist firms have been forwarded to 
the inquirer.) 


Jointing Concrete Blocks 


Q.—What would be the best mixture of 
mortar ‘for jointing concrete blocks to be 
used in the exterior construction of a range 
of piggeries? A; ES. 


A.—To some extent the type of mortar 
most suitable for concrete blocks is depend- 
ent upon (a) the nature of the block, that 
is its composition, and (b) the degree of 
exposure. 

A guide useful to remember is that as far 
as possible the mortar used, when set, should 
be equal to the strength of the block itself; 
and further to remember that no useful pur- 
pose is served by having mortars of excessive 
strength over that of the block. 


A recommended mix for external work 
1—1—6 cement, lime and clean sharp sand 
should prove to be quite satisfactory and not 
likely to crack. Block manufacturers will 
often suggest a suitable bedding material for 
their own products and, therefore, it might 
be useful to confirm the suggested mix with 
them. HO. 

(Name of proprietary products, systems 
and specialist firms have been forwarded to 
the inquirer.) 


EMPLOYMENT IN BUILDING 


Improvement Follows Easing of 
Licensing 


AT a meeting of Dover and District 
Local Employment Committee it was 
stated that the building industry was meet- 
ing some difficulty over the position of 
employees who had not been with their 
employers long enough to qualify for 
holidays with pay. Some employees regis- 
tered for a week or a fortnight’s work, 
and the secretary, Mr. C. W. HAte, said 
that this might become a regular thing as 
more and more firms adopted holidays-with- 
pay schemes. 

Reporting on the general situation in the 
area, he said that the position was more 
favourable than a year ago: “ Building and 
civil engineering continues to be very 

Mr. A. V. ANDERSON (manager, Deal 
Employment Exchange) said that the con- 
siderable improvement was the result of 
the easing of building licensing, which had 
enabled small builders to take on more 
work. Unemployed building trade workers 
had fallen from 101 to 46 in Deal. Building 
trade workers in the town were concerned 
because there was “nothing on the book” 
when the council’s present scheme was 
completed. 
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SPECIALIST BUILDING WORK 
New Form of Direct Contract 


A FORM of Direct Contract for Specialist 

work has been produced under the 
authority of the Council of the Federation 
of Associations of Specialists and Sub-con- 
tractors. 


This new form, we understand, is in no 
sénse intended to compete with the Standard 
Form of Sub-contract to which the Federa- 
tion hopes its use will be complementary. 
The reason for its production is that many 
specialist firms receive a quantity of orders 
directly from building owners to carry out 
work where there is no question of a general 
contractor being employed at all, e.g., the in- 
stallation of a new heating system in an 
existing building. In many such cases, the 
architects placing this work and the firms 
in question feel that the RIBA Form of 
Main Contract and its machinery is not 
altogether appropriate, and the specialist 
firms in question have hitherto found im- 
posed upon them alternative forms which 
contain many undesirable features (one, for 
instance, provides for a Retention Fund of 
20 per cent.). When they have objected, 
they have been told that, since they have no 
appropriate alternative to offer, their objec- 
tion must be overruled—hence the produc- 
tion of this Form for Specialist work. 


HOUSING IN NEWCASTLE 
Project for 10,000 Houses 


THE purchase by a Newcastle building 
firm of about 1,000 acres of land at Gos- 
forth represents the first stage of a plan to 
build a new private housing estate, claimed 
to be the biggest of its kind in the country. 
It is intended to build about 10,000 houses. 


The firm is Cussins (Contractors), Ltd. It 
is understood that the estate will be in the 
style of a complete community, with shops, 
cinemas and churches. 


The development will take five years and 
will eventualiy double the population of 
Gosforth Urban Council’s area, which is 
more than 24,000. 


Ministerial and local planning authorities 
will be asked to approve the scheme in a 
few months’ time, when the lay-out plans 
are completed. The scheme will include 
seven-storey blocks of flats. Houses will 
cost between £2,000 and £4,000 each. A 
large number will be sold, some rented. 


LECTURES ON TIMBER 
Series at LCC Brixton School 


THe LCC Brixton School of Building in 
conjunction with the Timber Development 
Association have arranged a series of six lec- 
tures on timber. These lectures are being 
offered as part of the Building Supervisors’ 
discussion group, but are open to all inter- 
ested in this particular aspect of building. 


The programme arranged is as follows: 
September 29, Types of Timber and their 
Uses, C. M. Gobie; October 27, Grading of 
Timber, F. D. Silvester; November 24, 
Timber Trusses, S. Woolf; January 12, 
Seasoning, R. P. Woods; February 9, Struc- 
tural Use of Timber, S. Woolf; and March 
9, Timber Preservation, Claude Sisley 
(BWPA). 

The fee for the series is 12s. 6d. and all 
applications should be made before the date 


of the first lecture to the Secretary, Brixton 
School of Building, Ferndale-road, SW4. 
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BUILDING EDUCATION IN 
LONDON 


Willesden Technical College 


THE WILLESDEN TECHNICAL COLLEGE, 
Denzil-road, NW10, has issued a prospectus 
giving details of the day and evening courses 
in the Department of Architecture and Build- 
ing. These include building craft courses, 
surveying courses and part-time courses in 
architecture for students intending to qualify 
for the external examinations of the RIBA. 


Full-time National Diploma courses in 
building are available (a) for the Ordinary 
Diploma, and (b) for the Higher Diploma. 
They are intended for pupils who have 
attended secondary schools up to the age of 
16 years and 17 or 18 years respectively, and 
who wish to take a specialist course before 
entering the administrative, supervisory, 
executive or professional branches of the 
building industry. Students who complete 
the course satisfactorily are eligible for the 
award of the Ordinary Diploma at the end 
of two years, and of the Higher Diploma at 
the end of three years. 


Management courses are to be held this 
session, and will include a course for build- 
ing general foremen, as well as a course 
designed as an introduction to the first. A 
course in supervision for those supervisors 
engaged mainly on relatively small undertak- 
ings and maintenance work will also take 
place. 

Copies of the prospectus may be obtained 
free of charge on application to the Principal. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Iron and Steel Import Duties 


THE IMPORT DUTIES on certain iron and 
steel products are temporarily suspended 
until September 18 by the Import Duties 
(Exemptions) (No. 3) Order, 1954. After 
consultations with the Iron and Steel Board, 
the Government have decided to continue to 
suspend import duties on the same products 
for six months until March 18, 1955, but the 
period for which the duty is suspended on 
cold rolled steel sheets of a value of less 
than £80 per ton will be one year until 
September 18, 1955. The Order giving effect 
to this is the Import Duties (Exemptions) 
(No. 6) Order, 1954 (SI 1093), published by 
the Stationery Office, price 3d. 


CLAY TRADE GLOSSARY 


A glossary of Clay Trade Names has been 
issued by the Clay Minerals Group of the 
Mineralogical Society of Great Britain and 
[reland. Copies, price 4s., from the Secre- 
tary, Dr. G. F. Claringbull, Natural History 
Museum, Cromwell-road, SW7. 


TESTING A BRIDGE 


Traffic between Birmingham and Nuneaton 
was diverted recently to enable tests to be 
carried out by the Ministry of Transport 
at Blythe End-road bridge, near Shustoke. 
A specially designed 71-ft.-long well-decked 
trailer carrying a huge block of concrete was 
used in the tests, the results of which were 
recorded electrically on gauges set up under 
the arch of the bridge, which traverses the 
former Whitacre to ~Hampton-in-Arden 
branch railway line. The vehicle, believed 
to be the only one of its type in the world, 
weighs 110 tons. The weight on the front 
bogie can be varied from 20 tons to 50 tons 
and that on the rear bogie from 60 tons 
to 90 tons. 
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LEAD SHEET AND PIPE 
Standard Bores and Weights 


A TABLE of standard bores and weights of 

lead and lead alloy pipe has been given 
in a booklet “ Concise Information on Lead 
Sheet and Lead Pipe.” Issued by the Lead 
Sheet and Pipe Council, Eagle House, 
Jermyn-street, SW1, the booklet also gives 
full details of wall thicknesses and external 
diameters. 


Extruded lead pipe has been in use for 
more than 150 years. During this time it 
has been in constant demand for piping, for 
water supply and distribution both above 
and below ground, waste and soil disposal, 
gas_ distribution, rainwater and _ othe1 
ancillary purposes. It is not surprising that 
a very wide range of sizes and weights has 
been produced to meet different and 
changing demands throughout the country. 
A high proportion of the sizes and weights 
that have been in demand from time to time 
has been kept available from stock, but the 
manufacturers have become more and more 
aware that many of these stocked sizes and 
weights are no longer in frequent demand. 

A comprehensive review has shown that 
the range given in the booklet’s list will meet 
all normal requirements for varying classes 
of building work in all parts of the country. 
Even this range is larger than would meet 
the more general run of requirements, but it 
is being maintained at present as a service to 
the consumer. Sizes and weights not included 
in the list can be supplied by the council te 
special order. 


SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES 
New List Gives Recommendations 


IST No. 9 of “ Recommended Domestic 
Solid Fuel Appliances,” published by 
the Coal Utilisation Council, has been pre- 
pared in consultation with the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power, and supersedes List No. 8. 
It gives details of all those domestic solid 
fuel appliances which comply with with 
prescribed standards of efficiency and also 
provides information about the types of fuel 
suitable for them. 


The categories of appliances covered by 
the list are: continuous burning open fires 
with and without back boilers, intermittent 
open fires without back boilers, heating 
stoves with and without back boilers, free- 
standing continuous burning cookers, con- 
tinuous burning combination grates (side- 
oven, Oven-over-fire and back-to-back), and 
independent boilers. There are two new 
sections covering free-standing open fires and 
closed stoves. The names and addresses of 
manufacturers are also listed. Appliances 
which are recommended by the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power for local authority housing 
are specially marked. 


The Coal Utilisation Council has pointed 
out in its introductory notes to the list that, 
while all the appliances listed are recom- 
mended by the Council as being efficient, it 
is assumed that the appliances will be cor- 
rectly installed and that their performance 
will not be handicapped by any unsatisfac- 
tory design or construction of the house or 
chimney. The selection of an appliance 
will be influenced by the service required, 
the size of the rooms to be heated, the 
amount of hot water desired, and similar 
factors which vary from household to house- 
hold. The Council therefore advises archi- 
tects, builders and householders to con- 
sult a member of the Council’s panel of 
approved appliance distributors for advice 
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on the appliances most suited to their needs, 
Most of the appliances listed will burn a 
wide range of fuels: some, however, require 
specific fuels, on the availability of which 
local coal merchants should be consulted 
before these appliances are ordered. 

It is difficult, the Council states, to make 
categorical statements on the efficiency in the 
use of different appliances, since very much 
depends on conditions of operation, includ- 
ing the design of the house in which they 
are installed. The range of efficiencies of 
the appliances in this list is wide—about 25- 
75 per cent. depending on type of appliance 
and fuel used. In general, smokeless fuels 
give a higher efficiency than bituminous coal, 
for example in the case of coke, perhaps 5-15 
units of percentage, according to the type 
of appliance. 

Advisory notes dealing with surrounds and 
finishes, choice of water heating appliances, 
efficient and economical hot water service, 
and flue-cleaning arrangements, are included 
in the introduction to the list, together with 
important points to be watched when con- 
sideration is being given to the provision of 
convection heating from inset appliances. 
Copies of the List, No. 9, price 6d., may be 
obtained from the Coal Utilisation Council, 
3 Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 


BUILDING IN NORTH WALES 
Exhibition Proposed at Wrexham 


Loc4L branches of the National Federa- 

tion of Building Trades Employers and 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, the allied professions and the 
Ministry of Works are co-operating with 
Denbighshire Technical College in an Exhibi- 
tion to be held at Wrexham from September 
27 to October 2 inclusive. The Exhibition, 
the first to be held in North Wales, will be 
opened by Lord Lloyd, MBE, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Welsh Affairs, 
at 2.30 p.m. on September 27, at Denbigh- 
shire Technical College, Mold-road, 
Wrexham. 

Examples of students’. work will be on 
view and the college workshops will be 
open to visitors. There will be displays of 
models and drawings showing local building, 
housing and town-planning proposals, and 
depicting the work of architect, surveyor and 
engineer; a wide range of building materials; 
and a comprehensive selection of powered 
hand tools. The Ministry of Works contri- 
bution will include a special Ancient Monu- 
ments exhibit with the Castles of Wales as its 
subject. Large-scale photographs and draw- 
ings, mounted on six double-sided panels, 
will be shown to illustrate development and 
design from the days of crude timber palli- 
sades or earthworks to the massive fortress- 
castles of Conway, Harlech and Caernarvon. 
The exhibit is intended to stimulate building 
students to examine the craftsmanship of the 
past and to interest intending visitors. 


OTHER EXHIBITS 


Other Ministry of Works exhibits are: 

Teamwork in Building: This shows how 
efficient building depends on the collabora- 
tion by all concerned in the work. Separate 
sections emphasise the importance of provid- 
ing full information, of careful organisation, 
of detailed programming and progressing, 
and of clear understanding between super- 
visors and operatives on the site. 

Careers in Building: Boys of school- 
leaving age and their parents will find much 
to interest them on this stand, as it shows 
what the industry offers to: new entrants or 
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intending entrants. The exhibit includes 
panels on bricklaying, carpentry and joinery, 
plumbing, masonry, plastering, painting, 
decorating, designed to illustrate how pride 
of craftsmanship is fostered by training given 
to apprentices. 

Domestic Plumbing: This exhibit contrasts. 
good and poor practice in domestic hot and 
cold water installation. Models and diagrams 
show how research has enabled the plumbing 
system to be simplified and made more 
efficient. 

The Exhibition will be open daily from 
3 pm to 8 pm, admission free. 


FAILURE TO COMPLETE 
HOUSING CONTRACT 


Sub-contractors to Pay Damages 


At Rochester County Court, Amos 
Holliday, bricklayer, and Roy Haylor, his 
labourer, were each ordered to pay £22 
damages to R. A. Birchley, Ltd., builders, 
of Watling-street, Strood, for failing to com- 
plete a contract to build 11 houses at the 
Riverview Estate, Strood. 

It was stated that Holliday and Haylor 
were in partnership and that there was a 
verbal contract for them to complete the 
brickwork of 11 houses for £1,287, plaintiffs 
supplying all materials. They were paid 
£761 for work done until November 24, 1953, 
but did not continue building and failed to 
carry out any more of the agreement. The 
work was completed by another firm and cost 
£22 over the original contract. 

His Honour, Judge Neal, said that in his 
view the defendants had broken their con- 
tracts; they were very lucky that it was for 
a very small sum. He awarded costs against 
defendants. 


RENT REPAIRS INCREASE 
Forms for Rent Books 


THe RENT RESTRICTIONS (SCOTLAND) 
AMENDMENT REGULATIONS, 1954, made by 
the Secretary of State, can now be obtained 
from the Stationery Office (reference SI, 1954 
No. 1082/S 105), price 3d. They prescribe 
the new forms which after November 30 
must be inserted in every tenant’s rent book 
or similar document. The forms tell the 
tenant of his rights under the various Acts, 
and what action he can take if he does not 
agree as the amount of rent that he can 
properly be charged, or if he considers that 
his house is not in good and tenantable 
repair, or in any other respect unfit for 
human habitation. 

These new forms are required because of 
the Housing (Repairs and Rents) (Scotland) 
Act, 1954, which comes into operation on 
August 30. Under this Act, landlords may 
claim a repairs increase in rent where they 
can show that the house is in good and 
tenantable repair and not in any other 
respect unfit for human habitation, and that 
they have done repairs of not-less than a 
certain value within a specified period. 

It is expected that other Regulations, 
prescribing the forms for claiming the 
repairs increase, and the form of declaration 
which the landlord has. to make about his 
expenditure, will also be published. 


LIGHT ALLOYS IN ENGINEERING 
The Aluminium Development Association 
research scholarship in the use of light alloys 
in structural engineering for the year 1954 
has been awarded by the Council of the 
Institution of Structural Engineers to Mr. 
E, M. Jubb, BSc. 





August 2 
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(... but is there 
a Lynx in the house?) 


Your plans deserve a specification that includes the *‘ Lynx’. 
The ‘Lynx’ is a lavatory cistern. Noiseless. Efficient. 
Pleasing to the eye. Its silent Shires internal fitting flushes 


— eo at a touch — first time, every time — and the cistern 


ribe is quickly refills ready for use again. The gleaming Duranite 


fe .- shell — designed by a leading industrial designer — 


the has no dust-collecting nooks or crevices, will not rust or 
ok corrode, never needs painting, wipes clean with the 

can flick of a cloth, and is beautifully hygienic. 

na The ‘Lynx’ costs very little more than the 
for old-fashioned type of lavatory cistern. 


ND) 


> of The ‘Lynx’ —a flat-bottom cistern of 

ind) up-to-the-minute design — is a vast improvement on 
on the old-fashioned, well-bottom type of cistern. 

nay 

hey 


and 
ther ‘Lynx’ high and low level cisterns are available in 
hat White Keramic Ware and a range of colours, or in 
Black Duranite. They can be supplied with a reversible 
na side lever operation. This important feature eliminates the need 
for handed duplicate stocks. The ‘Lynx’ has a powerful flush syphon 
conforming to B.S.S. 1125 and Water Works specifications. 
Fixing brackets are completely concealed. Capacities:—2, 24 and 3 gallons. 
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Your lor . 
Shires are the largest manufacturers of moulded cisterns in the country. They also make W.C. pans and seats, flush-pipes and complete W.C. Suites. Leaflets from:— 


Division D, Shires & Co. (London) Ltd., Greenbottom Works, Guiseley, Yorks. (Factories also at London, and Stoke) 
Shires (Ireland) Ltd., Stannaway Drive, Crumlin, Dublin 
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The Greeks had no 
word for this . 


A brainy Greek named Pythagoras 





evolved a theory which brought fame to 
him and sleepless nights to generations of 
school boys. The details escape us now 
but there was a long word “‘ hypotenuse ”’ 
and something about triangles, right 


angles and other angles. 


Talking about angles, did you know 
there is a very simple way of fixing scaf- 
folding tubes together at any angle? 
It’s the NO-BOLT Swivel Coupler, 
It makes a very secure coupling. 
What’s more it cuts erection costs by 
as much as 80% (saving you many 
sleepless nights). You don’t need a 
brain like Pythagoras 
to fix it either, just a 


FABRICATED single tap with a 
hammer to secure or 

al Oo cd B Oo LT release it. We don’t 
know what the Greeks 


SWIVEL COUPLER 


would have called it, 
but we do know that 
it’s saving builders an 
awful lot of time, 
labour and money. 
Write for details. 


* 


No-Bolt swivel coupler is 
now also available with 


‘CAPTIVE WEDGE’ 


Generall ly used for brac- 
ing heavy scaffolding, 
it’s also very handy for 
connecting parallel tubes 
for temporary handrails 
on stairs or stands. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. 
Tel. : Sandy 104 
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ORNAMENTAL APPLICATIONS 


(SERIES 2) 


GYPROC COVE 
in two sections as 
decorative ribbing 
for a wall or 
ceiling 
























Write for Illustrated Folder 


GYPROC PRODUCTS LIMITED 


Head Office: Westfield, Upper Singlewell Road, Gravesend, Kent. Telephone : 
Gravesend 4251-4. Telegrams : Gyproc, Gravesend. Glasgow Office: Gyproc 

Wharf, Shieldhall, Glasgow, S.W.1. Telephone: Govan 2141-3. Telegrams: 
Gyproc, Glasgow. *Midland District Sales Office: East Leake, near Loughborough. 
Telephone: East Leake 231. London Office: Morris House, 1-5 Jermyn Street, 
London, S.W.1. Telephone : Whitehall 8073-4. 


P.352 
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Type 10. 


DOUBLE-SIDED 
SEMI-VERTICAL 
STAND 


Built with 12” centres. 


(SIMILAR STAND 


Type 2, staggered— 
built with 152” centres.) 


“ODONI 


(REGD. TRADE MARK.) 


PATENT “ALL-STEEL” 


BICYCLE STANDS 


TYPES TO SUIT ALL POSSIBLE REQUIREMENTS 


Single or Double-sided. For indoor or outdoor use. 


HORIZONTAL 





R 
SEMI-VERTICAL 
Type @. 
SINGLE-SIDED 
INDOOR 


HORIZONTAL 
STAND 





Apply for full details to 
Sole manufacturers and Patentees: 


ALFRED A. ODONI & COMPANY LTD. 


SALISBURY HOUSE, LONDON WALL, LONDON, €E.C.2. 
(Works: LONDON, N.W.10) Tel.: MONarch 8638/9 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





: or information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£ s. d. 
Pit Ballast ome wee an baa per yd. I 2-3 
3 Sand : ae uke pe 4a a re se 
ashed Sand . eae ees ae ra aS - 3 8 
in 1. Shingle... ‘one pe Sai aeé aa a 10 0 
? in. Broken Brick... ae naa ee ee “a 19 3 
Pan Breeze... aa saa - 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate per ton a @s 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site aaa ... perton 416 6 
1 to 6 tons, site a 5 3 6 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site me ag P= 5 4 6 
lto6ton ~ do. site ... a $13 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ae Pe 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. ae - ton. 


White ag pny Cement me a 2 tF. @ 
Under 1 t per cwt. 15S 4 
417 omen “Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 69 0 


Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s.3d.to £10 17s. 9d. 
(i-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment a Brands High Alumin- 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and hs - i 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, — - s at Railway Depot, 

London die pe = 3 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks an eu pre dee - per 1,000 11 7 0 
Second Hard Stocks . aia sae ua ae ‘i 10 11 O 
Mild Stocks... me 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2iin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in’ W.C. 

District Commons ; nF Si. 6 

Cellular do. se ae wie saa = — $13 ¢@ 

Keyed GOs, see ae = te ze Re 515 0 

Rustics ae ree oe wee aa a2 nS 618 0O 

Celluiar Rustics ae a ens age aes a 618 O 

Single Bullnose do. ads aes ae Sie ‘a 613 0 

Sandfaced . ae “a 713 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ bs ‘4 2419 6 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) ae oe zi 25 13 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... ae ast ; 22 11 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) sua ‘a PS 10 3 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) + o> £6 
2}in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) . Pe “a 24 6 O 
3 in. do. “(London Stations) — a ms 3 
2}in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red ‘Facings 

(London Sites) ey 13 19 6 
7%; -. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London ait 

tes) » 

23 = Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

Sites) ¥ 14 7 0 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- ‘Colour Facings 

(London Sites) “ae Pe 1470 





th 
" 
aq 


2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


(London Sites) a 13 6 0 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt “Multi “Stock Facings 
(London Sites) . perl,000 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, » Ivory, B Brown— 
Stretchers bas a 4 0 0 
Headers as a a ihe 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats a oma ae 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... bes ey pa 85 0 0 
Double Headers aaa aaa poe “a — 77 10 O 
One side and twoends_.... a aes es ye 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend .... ace nae naa i. 89 10 O 
Splays and Squints ane ae 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLiow Cay PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
a lorry loads. 4 ice 
ae ae as 140 yds. aaa . per yd. sup. 
yl ee ide us 140 yds. ree ig a 4 6 
3 in. - : aoe 120 yds. nai aaa pe 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. eee coe »» 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
yy eee eve eee 100 yds. one eee * a 
24 in. pas ian 85 yds. waa ‘a * 42 
3 in. ree waa 75 yds. Pre ans ws 5 0 
4 in. aaa Bae 55 yds. ee 6.2 
CRANHAM 
yp A er mo sae por eh jis bea i 6 8 
2h i. sce aa <a aes rs ix ase a 7 4 
a sae <a per ada aa ee mad ‘i 8 7 
- ed na aaa a 10 7 
at i Load bearing quality . Pes oad ke aa ‘a ll 8 
FLoor BLocks as 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ~* 12 in. delivered in es 
lorry-loads per 1,000 31 10 0 
4 in. Gm “sa ase aia maa ace <4 ‘a 0 
5 in. do. ... rae as ee a ie ia ms 7 @ 
6 in. On sc aia ‘ia ee we iad is 46 16 0 
7 in. a Pre ese we ea ‘a Wi 54 1 0 
8 in. Gee. <x 350 — aad ae wae a 61 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 

Best Quality oa 673% +974% +1073% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +673% +10%° +974% +10% +i 
Tested Quality +374 87 4.6749) +374°% +974% +374% +1074 
B.S.S. Tested do. tae ten? 4474249742 +474% +1074% 
3 in. Land Drain nian hae 12 in. mee. . per 1,000 10 3 s 
4 in. do. J aa re 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park . per ft. cube 7 10 


St. Aldhelm Box Ground sss pa 8 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 8 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area Pe aa _ 8 0 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region - ase aa 8 1, 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 


a cills = ft.cube 3 4 3 
12 x 6 in. do. “do. ee ms 260 
12i in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated - re 115 4 
12 in. < 3 in. Weathered and twice throated iti am y i a 
14 in. x 6in. do. do. aa y a 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top. and face .. 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 9 
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STONE—continued 
Tem plates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork _... 
Do. do. fair one a - wae; faced 
brickwork 
Hard York— 


12 in. x2 in, Square Steps, rubbed on oe Serpe edge perft.run 


14 in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 


and front ... perft.cube 2 2 a 


12 in. X6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and fr ront 
2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French —— Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district . 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ee eae 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... ae 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ooo 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 


Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ae see 

Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... eee web 

Concrete tiles 10} x 6 oe ne ee 
do. Interlocking (49S) : 


Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

SLATES 

First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 


perft.cube 1 


oo) per ft. sup. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup 2 


— et 


— 
WORACO OH WOD 


per ft. cube 
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d. 
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AoOnocoancof 


£95 to £100 
1 0 


24 x 12 
22 x 12 ere 
me X 2) oom 
ae x 32 sae 
20 x 10 
18 x 10 
18 x 9 
16 x 10 
16x 8 ; 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do. ” 
1 in. Tongued at Grooved Flooring do. os 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—Arfrican S.E. one do. 
do. Honduras do. si do. “s 
Oak European do. ass do. me 
do. Japanese do. " do. - 
do. English Logs sawn do. ae 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ma 


DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1% in. 4 Horizontal ay! es 4 in. deal 


2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. sic each 
2 ft. 3 in. * 6 ft. 6 “i ‘ieh oes bse a 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oe am si ‘s 


2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae soe aoe 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 


2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ks - poe 5 

2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ane ome Pas a 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 

2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. see ss cee Pe 

2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ods ia eae ie 
SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton)... oo» «= per yd. 
$ in. do. (67 yds. to lton) ... 5 Pm 

2 in. do. (52 yds. to lton) ... a Pe 

2¢ in. do. ‘39 yds.tolton) ... ae Ra 

3 in. do. 39 yds. tolton) ... a 


Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
$ in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


per 100 sq. ft. 


in. Hardboard do. see sae jae Be os 
in. do. do. oe AS 
in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets . per yd. sup 
oe Felt, 1- Hird si Bs - a3 ae e 
Best Scotch ons 4 slabs... ose ese .-. per $ cwt. 
do. pearl bi ae ae as - 
Croid Glue... os ee = sso - OND; 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) pice pee -. perton 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . ose ga as 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) a ... per cwt. 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ee Pon -. 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. 


Basis Joists— 
6in. x 5in., 8 in. X Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
12in. X 6 in. sen cut to siamese delivered London 


area ae ey .-» per ton 
Extra for sizes . 
3in. X 1} in. yen a 
3 in. oh te 4in. xX 3in., 5 in. % 2p in. we + 
4in. x 1 ose ane rs 
4tin. x 2 io, 24 in. x Th i i ese me as ai 


Sin. X 3 in., 22 in. x 7 in. Bs oe oe ei 


os 
UAW = & oO 
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6in. X 3 in. é 

9in. X 7 in. nt me dea ae Fi 

10 in. X 4}in. 12in. x Sin. me Sas a 
Sin. X 44 in. 6in. x 44 in. Jin. Xx Shi in. 

7in. x 4in. 8in. X 4in. 9in. x 4in. 

10in. x Sin. 10in. xX 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 

13 in. X Sin. 14 in. x S54 in. 14in. X 6in. Pe 

14 in. X 8 in. 15in. x Sin. 15 in. X 6 in. 

16 in. X 6 in. 16in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 

18 in. X 7 in. 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 6} in. 

20 in. X 74in. see ea eee age ‘6 aes 

Steel angles average price es te er ase Pe 

Steel tees gh — en aia jas son e 

Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted os aa sas ees en 
Compound girders ee are aes tae aes - 
Stanchions pie nae aan nae te 
Compound stanchions — ae “ae 7 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... aaa ae aa 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock $ in. diam., and aitigiias 


Fay —. ae me “sé ae per ton extra 
in. do oan oe “ae ee wie ‘s 
gin. do. are ook -ie “re. oes ws 
gin. do. oe aS aa% Ses Pike mn 


MILD STEEL TUBES 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Malleable Fittings 


13% . 
Class B + ne Light + 234% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 


Galvanised lige 
Class A — 


W.I. Fittings 


Class C+ 240 Heavy + 303% 
Black— 
Class A — 22% 


Class B — 113% Light + 11% Malleable List — 35% 


ClassC + 3% Heavy + 183% 
C.l. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters Nozzles 


3 in. ae ore aie ave soc, ee 2/9 
34 in. ‘ee exe var = <s olen 3/- 
4 in. es nee see ae soo 6 48 3/5 
4} in. as = ae yet --- 4/103 3/9 
5 in. nee aet ae Ke sos OR 4/2 
, ‘CLOG, iatinne: ’ 
3 in. ee aan ae a 3/8 
34 in. eee awe Ae Bay a ig 3/8 
4 in. eae aoe sis ee ce = 3/9 
4} in. a a sive ae «os Of5% 4/5 
5 in. oe ss one ee | 5/1 
CL. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in ys seas he Bends 
2 in. ne aie sae /54 3/5 
24 in. pat ome mae re awe G9 3/9 
3 in. aes see ane ae seas SE 4/9 
3} in. Ses ae wee ie vs OT 5/8 
4 in. ies ive oes ee = 9/118 6/11 
Le. ee ines PIPES 
2 in. on ae 7/Tk 5/10 
24 in. ae ese a we a. Ot 6/6 
3 in. awe ve ne pee .- 9/04 ie 
34 in. owe a ae ar: --- 10/14 8/11 
4in. nee _ ote =6EB/GE 10/- 


Above prices we one. rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 


tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 23 per ‘cent. 
L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends 
4in. iss oF ok 2 ae 24/5 16/6 
6 in. sii son wae 1 ft 36/3 34/3 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


in. 24 in. 3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes ... «- @€@ch 2/5 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches se ne 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 2/i1 3/9 4/3 
do. 6in. “do. ., 3/2 3/9 4/10 
Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
q 4in. 44 in. Sin. 
Gutters 6-ft. ae. Say yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Dropends ... each 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends... ae ‘5 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles aaa on ¥ 2/11 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles ae ee se 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... ae = 1/5 1/8 2/1 
ASBESTOS a GUTTERS AND Nate 
in. 4in. 44 in 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per > 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 
Dropends ... .- each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/il 
Stopends... ee Paes /9 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles ae <i isp, cae 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles me sea 2dp) 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Union Clips ... ic ap 1/1 1/2 1/4 
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provincial factoriés by selected Licensees, ensures easy and personal 
attention to your requirements. 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY LTD 


AFRICA HOUSE - KINGSWAY - LONDON ° W.C.2. _ Tel.: HOLborn 3274-5 


Manufactured in London by The Rapid Floor Company Ltd., and in 







LICENSEES: 
¥% Rapid Floors (Wessex) Limited, 17, George Street, Bath (West of England) "Phone: Bath 3534 


% John Ellis & Sons Limited, 21, New Walk, Leicester (North Midlands) ‘Phone: Leicester 56682 

% Kingston Concrete Products Limited, Ryde Avenue, Hull (North of England) ‘Phone: Central 8414 (Pt. Bch. Exch.) 

% Price & Company (Glasgow) Limited, Inchinnan Road, Renfrew (Scotland) "Phone: Renfrew 2242/3 

~ ¥ Woolaway Constructions Limited, Lanelay Works, Pontyclun, Glamorgan (S. Wales) ‘Phone: Pontyclun 356 


% Tarmac Limited, Vinculum Department, Ettingshall, Wolverhampton (West Midlands, also Sussex and Hants) 
' ‘Phone: Bilston 41101 and at Littlehampton 
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By using light, easily-erected Noral In- 
dustrial Sheet for a bay of a new building 
at their Huddersfield works, Messrs. W. 
H. Heywood, patent glazing and roofing 


Nor 


engineers, have realized these savings: 
NO PAINTING—Noral roofing sheet re- 
sists industrial atmospheres and will 
never need painting. 

LOW MAINTENANCE — the sheeting will 
not deteriorate by rusting or cracking and 
will have a long trouble-free life without 
the need for periodic replacements. 

LESS HEATING—aluminium is reflective. 
Its insulating effect saves fuel in winter 
and helps to keep the interior cool in 
summer. 

Write today for your copy of our informative 
44-page booklet “‘Noral Corrugated Sheets.” 


DA hninium 


COMPANY LIMITED 


SALES OFFICES: LONDON * BIRMINGHAM * MANCHESTER * BRISTOL * NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE * LEEDS & 


SALES DEVELOPMENT DIVISION: BANBURY, OXON 


An ALUMINIUM LIMITED Company 


ust 27 
August 27 1954 fm ““%@ 


Soft sheets 
20 gauge 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 

Galvanised 
20 gauge 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 

Galvanised 
20 gauge 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 


Screwdown 
do. with 


Heavy Cro 
Plumbers’ 
iron 


Caps and s 
Brass sleev 


Lead Shee 
Lead Wat 
Lead Soil 
do. 
Lead Gas 


Supplying 
weights 





ACCREDITED 
ROOFING AGENTS 
(Head Offices) 


INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING LTD., MELLIER HOUSE, ALBEMARLE STREET, LONDON, W.1 * JOHN BLAND 

& CO. LTD., EAST MOORS, CARDIFF - THE BODDY ROOFING CO. LTD., 81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.1 

W. H. HEYWOOD & CO. LTD., BAYHALL WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD - MANCHESTER SLATE CO. LTD., 
LANCASTER ROAD, DIDSBURY, MANCHESTER, 20 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 

Sa é& 

40 2 6 

37 17 6 

ep as @ 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 

£a¢ 


Jron—Staffordshire ae ae ‘Qoatey 
id Steel Bars.. 
Mild Steel Hoops 


Soft sheets C.R. and <A A— 

20 gauge pee APr os can aa -- 4614 

24 gauge oe “ia ‘ise aaa eae YA snc a oe 

26 gauge ‘ an ii ae 
Galvanised Corrugated sl sheets 6 inn to 9 ft— 

20 gauge x J ‘ae ae ste 

24 gauge aa one sis ay wth waa «a oo 

26 gauge Saas _ ae 
Guivenieal Flat ‘sheets CR. and C.A.— 

20 gauge ae a 

24 gauge 

26 gauge 


ooo oS9ooOo Ann 


PLuMBERS’ BRASs WorK, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 


din. 
73/6 


tin. lin. din. 1gin. 2in. 


109/3 
179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 


All per doz. 

Screwdown bib cocks sain 

head for iron 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 

do. with two unions for lead = 400/- 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws sca 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 148/— 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union . lead to 

Sas aac 20/- 33/- 57/9 T1/- 


iron 
ldin. 2in. 3in. 3}in. 
aA 50/6 78/9 100/9 131/3 
: 6/3 26/3 47/3 63/-, 64/- 
“uve Ib x 6b. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7)Ib. 


Lead P. trap with aie ing 

screws ... 60/9 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S. trap do. 73/3 91/- 149/- 267/9 
s. d. 


Solder 
per lb. a 3 
40 


138/9 
4in. 
Caps and screws 
Brass sleeves 


Plumbers’ Pee ee as 

Tinmen’s aS eae ioe dea was aaa PR 

Blow pipe... 4 1 
Copper tubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 273d. per Ib. plus gauge 

and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


tin. x 19 gauge Total per Ib. 
Zin. x 19 
F mi. 
lfin. x 
l}in. x 
2 in. xX 1 pe + 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price a. See 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras és % perton 296 5 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. _ upwards per cwt. 616 0 
12 gauge (23 SWG) asi 614 0 
14 gauge (21 SWG) = na 612 9 
Brass tubes basic om, plus oe we manufactur- 
ingextras.... wae 1 103 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties ‘ 
s. 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 133 0 
Lead Water Pipe incoils . aaa 134 5 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2in. to4in. dia. ... 15 
do. over 4 in. dia. ioe ae 15 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe aaa 15 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton eee ae aoe eas E P 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ae as <a “a 4 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. a ces 6 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £88 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton a and over Delivered on — per ton 
do. White do. 
Sirapite Coarse do. > 
oO. 


per Ib. 


coo coocoof 


COWwWn 


do. Fine do. 

Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads: 

Hydrated Lime do. 

Lump Lime do. 

White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads 

Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 

— Chips in 6-ton loads ees ‘ 
7 res eS) 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board zi in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... 
1,200 yds. 

Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. — over in one 
—. Delivered s site ae 
1,200 yds. 


ro 
SPNOOUUAIAIAIA 


per cwt. 


per yd. 


nN AW 
Bs ACoOan 


> 
- 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint 

Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) . 


per cwt. 


per gal. 
per cwt. 


cooeoF 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs... 

Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 tal lots in 1 1 gal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. ke F 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. Tee 

Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


SUNDRIES. 


Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... 

Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 

Creosote (40 gal. barrels) = 

Paste Powder (1 Ib. ed 

White Lining Paper oa 


per cwt. 
per gal. 
per cwt. 
pes 
per gal 


eSnocowoo 


per ib. 
per piece 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal a 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do.) 


SSCOAREAAPOT 


ecco 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
ery 

18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 

2402. 1» 55 ot 

2602. » . » 

32 oz. 

+ in. Rolled Plate 

¥s in. and tin. Rough Cast 

+in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard ‘patterns: 

White aay 
Standard Tints ... 
do. Special Tints een 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 

Reedlyte and anette 
+ in. Wired Cast . oe 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Hollow Glass Blocks— j 
P.B.2 53 x 53 X 34 in.... 
P.B.3 74 xX 7% X 34 in... 
P.B.32 7% xX 7} X 34 in... 
me ry — _— to match up with— 
P.B.2 


do. 


Ne 


-Reeded, 


a 


; 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ‘Quality 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
a> lay 100 ft. sup. 


iin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates oni 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 
both ways . ave «cs <n 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto .. a oa oe 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto.. ee 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. supes 
quantity. s. d. 
3,000 4 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 


€ 
Ae-une oow wnw 


UMNPWa ADU HSN 
ba) 


Description of Glass 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... 
24 oz. ” ” eee 
26 09 «(8 


32 ees a a 
in. “Rolled Piate ... 
fin. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 1, 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte aos ae 1, 
+ in. and tin. Rolled Plate or sniaeavene <a ae 
tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal cad 2, 
din. Georgian Wired Cast aad as 2, 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. Grade 
Aberavon .........000+ eocecececes A 
Aberdare os 
Abergavenny 
Abingdon 
Accrington . 

Addlestone 
Aldeburgh .. 
Aldershot Di: 
Alfreton U.D 
Alnwick 
Altrincham . 


Amersham .. 
Ammanford . 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D.... 
Ashby Woulds U.D. 


Ashington 

Ashtead 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

Aspatria and Brayton. A 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) 
Aylesbury A 
Aylesby (Yorks) 

Aylesham 


Bagshot ... 

Bakewell U.D 

Banbury 

Barnard Castle U. 

Barnoldswick U.D. . 

Barnsley 

Barrow-in-Furness 

Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A 

Barry A 

Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds A2 

— 


Baxterley ... 
Beaconsfield & 


>>>B>>>2Z>525 


ee 
Bedw: 


oso & Stapleford U.D. 
Belper U.D 

Belton 
Berkhamsted 
Berrington 
Berwick District. 
Beverley 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
Biggleswade 
Billericay 


Billingham U.D. 
Bilsthorpe 
Birchington 
Birkenhead 

ham 


aOR 


>i 


eb>d>>d>BR>> 





Birming 

Bishop Auckland 
Bishop’s Stortford . 
Bispham 
Blackburn 
Blackpool 
Blackwell R.D. 
Blaydon U.D 
Blidworth ... 
Blyth 

Bognor Regis ... 
Boldon U.D. .. 
Bolsover U.D. .. 
Bol 


>>>d>>>>>> 


at tc 


Bournemouth District 
Bracknell 

Bradford 
Bradford-on-Avon 
Braintree 


Brent Knoll 
Brentwood ... 
Bridlington ... 
Brierfield ... 
Brighouse .. 


Bromsgrove U.D. 
Brough 

ne (Cheshire) . 
Bi 


Craftsmen ... 
Labourers .. 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. 


A2 A3 
3/8 3/74 
3/24 3/2 





Town. 
Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burnley 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. 


Bury 

owed St. Edmunds... 
Buxton .. 

Byfleet 


Calder Valley . 

Cambridge 

Cannock U.D.. 

Canterbury 

Cardiff 

Cardiganshire, County of t¢ _ 


Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 
Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of $A3 
Carnforth 

Castleford 

Caterham 
Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Charmy Down 
Chatham & District .. 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. 
Chelmsford 
Cheltenham .. 
Chepstow 

Chertsey 


Chesterfield M.B.. 
Chesterfield R.D.. 
Chester-le-Street 
Chichester 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
huish 
Chorley 
Clacton 
Cleethorpes .. 
Clevedon 
Cleveleys ... 
Clitheroe 
Coalville U.D. .... 
Cobham (Surrey).. 
Colchester .. 
Colne ... 
Colwyn Bay . 
Congleton .... 


B>>d>d>>2>>>25>55> 


>>>>>>25252 


Cranbrook .... 

Cranleigh 

Crawley (Sussex) 
rewe 


Crowborough 
Cuckfield 


Dalton-in-Furness 
Darlington District . 


Denbigh Town . 

Derby C.B. ...... 

Devizes 

Devon, County of .. 

Dewsbury 

Didcot 

Diss 

Doncaster C.B. 
orking 

Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Ail). A 

Dover 

Dovercourt ... 

Driffield U.D. .... 

Droitwich M.B. 

Dudley M.B. 

Dunstable... 

Durham City 


Eastbourne ... 

E. Glam. & Mon. Val 

East Grinstead District... 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D 
Ebbw Vale & District.. 
Edenbridge 

Ely 


ee 
Exeter 
Fakenham ... 
Falmouth 
Fareham .... 
Faversham 








Town. 
Felixstowe 
Filey U.D. .. 
Fleetwood 
Flint 
Folkestone . 
Frinton 
Frome 
Gainsborough U.D. 
Gateshead 
Gillingham (Kent).. 
Glossop 
Gloucester 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ae 
Godalming 
Goole M.B.. 
Gosport 
Grantham M. 
Gravesend 
Great Yarmouth A 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 
Guildford District A2 
Guiisborough Al 
Guiseley 
Halesowen M.B. 
Halifax 
Halstead 
Haresfield 


Harpenden ... 
Harrogate 
Hartlepool 

Harwich 

Haslemere .. 
Hastings 

Hatfield (Herts.) .. 
Haywards Heath ... 
Hemel Hempstead . 
Henley-on-Thames 
Hereford 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of.. 
Herne Bay . 


Highworth 
Hinckley U.D. 
Hitchin 
Hoddesdon . 
Horley 
Horsham 
Horwich 


Hull 

Hunstanton 

Huntingdon (Staffs) 

Ilkley 

Ingatestone 

Ipswich 

Isle of Sheppey 

Isle of Thanet.. 

Isle of Wight 

Jarrow M.B. 

Keighley .... 

Kendal 

Kenilworth U.D. 

Kettering M.B. ... 

Keynsham 

Kidderminster M.B. 

King’s Lynn 

Kingskerswell 

Kingsteignton 
irkham 

Knaresborough U.D. 

Knowle 

Lancaster 

Leamington M. B, 

Leatherhead 


* Leeds 


Leicester C.B. . 
Leighton Buzza 
— 

Lew 

Lichfield M.B. 
Lincoln C.B. ... 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool 
Llandudno ... 





Town. 
Loxton 
Luton 


Macclesfield 
Maidenhead ... 
Maidstone .... 
Maltby 

Maldon (Essex) ... 
Malvern U.D.... 
Manchester 
Manningtree ... 
Mansfield M.B. 


Margate 


Market Harborough U.D. 


Maryport 
Matlock U.D. 
Melksham 
Melton Constable 
Melton Mowbray U.D 
Merthyr 
Middlesbrough 
Middleton 
Middlewich 
Milford Haven . 
Morecambe 
Morley 
Mundesley 


Nantwich 
Newark-on-Trent R.D. 


Newbury 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 


Newcastle- -under-Lyme_ : 


New Forest District 
Newmarket 
Newport, Mon. .. 
Newport Pagnell . 
Newton Abbot 
Northallerton Dist. 
Northampton C.B 
North i 

Norton Radstock . 
Norwich 
Nottingham C.B. 
Nuneaton M.B... 


Oakham U.D.. 


Ormskirk .... 
Ossett and 
Oxford .. 
Oxted ee 
Paignton 
Peterborough 


Plymouth 
Pontefract 
Pontypridd District 
Portishea 


Portsmouth 
Port Talbot . 
Preston 


Radnorshire, County of 
Ramsgate 

Rayleigh 

Reading 

Redcar B. 
Redditch U.D. 
Redhill and Reigate 
Ripon 

Rochdale 
Rochester ... 
Rotherham .... 
Rugby M.B. 
Saffron Walden 

St. Albans 


Salisbury Plain 
Sawbridgeworth ... 
Saxmundham 
Scarborough 
Scunthorpe .... 
Selby 
Sevenoaks . 
Sheerness ... 
Sheffield 
Shipley .. 
Shoeburyness ° 


2R>2 
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Town. 
Shoreham 
Shrewsbury M. 
Sittingbourne 
Skegness U.D. ... 
Skipton U.D. .... 
Sleaford U.D. . 
Slough 
Smethwick C.B. . 
Snettisham 
Somerset, County of . 
Southampton 
Southend-on-Sea Dist 


Spalding U.D. 

Stafford M.B.... 

Staines 

Stamford M.B. 

Stantonwick 

Stevenage 

Stockport 

Stockton R.D. 

Stockton-on-Tees .. 

Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 

Stoke Orchard 

Stourbridge M.B. 

Stourport U.D. .. 

Stowmarket 

Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ... 

Sunderland District 

Sunningdale 

Sutton Coldfield M.B. 

Swaffham .. 

Swanage . 

Swansea 

Swindon 

Swinton U.D. . 

Tamworth M.B. 

Tenterden 

Tewkesbury 

Thames Haven 

Thetford 

Thorpe Bay 

Thurrock U.D.C. Ar ~ 
» North of,to Billericay A 

Tilbury A 

Todmorden . 

Tonbridge ... 

Torquay ... 

Totnes 

Trowbridge 

Tunbridge Wells . 

Tynemouth C.B. ...... 

Uppingham (Salop) 

Uttoxeter U.D. .. 

Wakefield 7 

Wallsend B. .... 

Walsall C.B. . 

Walsden 

Walton-on-Naze 


ie fess Soe me a Se ofc. 6 Se eke © Bok 2 6 
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Warminster 
Warrington .. 
Warwick M.B. .. 
Wellington U. Be. 
Wells (Norfolk) 
Welwyn 

Welwyn Gar. City ... 
West Bromwich C.B. 
Westbury 
Westcliff-on-Sea . 
Westerham 
Weston-super-Mare 
Weybridge 


Wickford .. 
Widnes ... 

Wigan 

Wigton .... 
Willington 
Wilmslow 

Wilts. County of . 
Winchester 
Windermere 


m 
Woking (District) 
Wokingham ... 
Wolverhampton 
Woodbridge 
Worcester C.B. . 
Workington ‘ 
Worksop M.B. . 
Worthing 
Wrexham (incl. Cefn) 
Wroughton 

ylam 
Sraauiias. 


a <a rig oon and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In he case of London the rate beyond on 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d. ; 


Labourers, 3s. 


. per hour. 


d. per working day. { This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. bi 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page,36! 


2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
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BUILDERS SINCE 1786 


Y. J. LOVELL & SON LTD 


HIGH STREET, MARLOW, BUCKS. 


W.R.A.F, BLOCK, R.A.F. STATION, AIR MINISTRY CONTRACT A,71294/50/C16(a), 


HEAD OFFICE: GERRARDS CROSS. BUCKS. LONDON OFFICE: 6 BATHURST STREET, W.2 
HIGH WYCOMBE * MARLOW * BEACONSFIELD « HORSHAM * EAST GRINSTEAD * EASTBOURNE 











The WHITLOCK Dinkum gger 


PATENT NOS.: 686946, 11681/53, 34122, 34123/4/5/6 


a Vie 


Hundreds of DINKUM DIGGERS are now in use. They will cut trenches 
from 10” to 36” wide and down to 9 ft. deep, and with the other attachments 
available will carry out practically every earth moving operation on a building site. 
Enquire immediately about this money-making machine which will 
also ease your labour problems. We are giving continuous demonstrations 
at our works, or will arrange a demonstration in your area. 

Please write for folder ref DD/B. 


WHITLOCK BROS. LTD - GREAT YELDHAM - ESSEX - TEL: 305 (6 lines) 
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/to —2 In roads and bridges and buildings, in fact wherever 


concrete is used, Wireweld fabric reinforcement finds 

? | its place. Its strength and ease in handling mean 
Wi wewelt lower costs—and talking of costs—the aim of 
Twisteel’s drawing offices is economy in the struc- 


tural design of Factories, Schools, Flats, etc. Finer 


OC buildings at lower cost. 





TWISTEEL REINFORCEMENT LTD. 


LONDON: 43 Upper GROSVENOR STREET, W.1. Telephone: GROsvenor 8101 & 1216 +» BIRMINGHAM: ALMA STREET, SMETHWICK 40. Telephone: Smethwick 1991 


MANCHESTER :-7 OxFrorD ROAD, MANCHESTER, 1. Telephone: Ardwick 1691 « GLASGOW: 19 St. VINCENT PLAczE, GLAsGow, Cl. Telephone :; City 659% 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


WALLPAPER PRODUCTION 


A report on wallpaper, arising from the 
Census of Production, 1951, is now published 
by HM Stationery Office at York House, 
Kingsway, London, WC2, price 1s. 74d. post 
free. 


HOTEL KITCHEN PLANNING 


Advice on the proper planning and equip- 
ment of the hotel kitchen is given in 
booklet No. 8 in the Gas Council’s “Com- 
mercial Uses of Gas” series. The booklet, 
entitled “Catering Service in the Small 
Hotel,” incorporates a loose insert which 
enables various possibilities in kitchen lay- 
out to be worked out on a scale plan. 
Copies from the Gas Council, 1, Grosvenor- 
place, SW1. 


STRESSED CONCRETE LECTURE 


The Institute of Clerks of Works of Great 
Britain will be holding a lecture on “ Stressed 
Concrete” in the Jarvis Memorial Hall, 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, on October 13. 
The lecture will be given by Mr. R. F. 
Galbraith, MC, AMICE, MlIConst., presi- 
dent of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers, and the guest chairman will be 
Mr. Cecil C. Handisyde, ARIBA. Admission 
tickets from the Lecture Secretary, 14, Mea- 
dow-walk, Walton-on-the-Hill, Tadworth, 
Surrey. 


COPPER WORK LECTURES 


The use of copper in building, for roofing 
and for water, gas and sanitation services, 
has resulted in increased demands for 
lectures and demonstrations by the Copper 
Development Association’s building en- 
gineer, Dr. E. Carr, and his assistants. These 
lectures can be illustrated with sound films 
or lantern slides where projection facilities 
are available. Principals of technical col- 
leges and secretaries of masters’ and opera- 
tives’ organisations, etc., wishing to take 
advantage of this CDA service, which is 
free, are advised to make early application 
to the CDA, Kendals Hall, Radlett, Herts. 


HALLS IN COUNCIL HOUSES 


Plans submitted by Hereford City Council 
for building 50 houses ‘for letting have been 
returned by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government with a request that the 
hallways should be omitted and that the 
stairs should lead straight out of the living- 
room. Commenting on this on August 11, 
Ald. W. Pigott, chairman of the housing 
committee, said :“* We will stand no inter- 
ference from the Ministry over this. We 
intend to build the houses as planned, with 
a hall. We are not going to take a step 
back into the past for the sake of saving 
£8 a house, which is all the Ministry pro- 
posal entails.” 


PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 


A special meeting of the Ashford Urban 
District Council’s planning and development 
committee is to be held in October to con- 
sider applications by two companies to buy 
land for extensive development in the Cobbs 
Wood area. A private development com- 
pany has submitted a plan for the develop- 
ment of land owned by British Railways 
on the south side of Elswick-road, Ashford. 
It is understood that British Railways are 
willing to give a long lease of the land to 
the developer at the end of the existing 
lease. The proposed development comprises 
shops with suites of offices, showrooms and 
car parks. 
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HOUSE-BUILDING SUSPENDED 


After building 1,500 houses in six years, 
Caerphilly Urban Council, Glamorgan, is to 
suspend its building programme for a year. 
It is reported that the council is troubled 
by rising costs and by local miners leaving 
new houses to go to other coalfields. The 
council’s latest houses cost £2,000 each, and 
many would-be tenants cannot afford the 
rent of 35s. a week. 


CORROSION ADVICE BUREAU 


The British Iron and Steel Research Asso- 
ciation has formed a Corrosion Advice 
Bureau to deal with inquiries on the pre- 
vention of corrosion of ferrous metals. The 
Bureau is at 140, Battersea Park-road, 
London, SW11 (telephone: Macaulay 5511). 
The services of the bureau will normally 
be free to members, and available to others 
on a fee-paying basis. 


TRADE NEWS 


AN ATLANTIC CROSSING 


The diesel lifeboat ‘“ Aries,” which on 
August 10 completed the double crossing 
of the Atlantic, was painted with “ Inter- 
national” paints. 


CONCRETE PIPE PRODUCTION 


A new company, the South Wales Con- 
crete Pipe Co., Ltd., has been registered with 
offices at Lanelay Works, Pontyclun, Glam. 
This enterprise, with a nominal capital of 
£50,000, is, we understand, a venture spon- 
sored by Woolaway Constructions, Ltd., of 
the same address, and the Hume Pipe and 
Concrete Construction Co., Ltd., of London. 
Production will commence in the near future 
of concrete pipes by the Hume centrifugally 
spun process in all sizes from 6 in. to 72 in. 
diameter. 


CEMENT WORKS EXTENSIONS 


On July 29 a party of some 70 representa- 
tives of local municipal authorities and of 
the building industry visited Masons Works 
at Claydon, near Ipswich, to inspect the 
recently completed extensions. The guests 
were welcomed by Sir George Earle, chair- 
man of the Blue Circle Group, who stated 
that it was anticipated that the production of 
their companies at home and _ overseas 
would be over 9m. tons this year, which 
would mean that every second of the year, 
24 hours a day, they deliver nearly six 
bags of cement. The new Masons Works 
extensions include a 231-ft. kiln, three cor- 
rection tanks, a 200-ft.-high reinforced 
concrete chimmey and storage silos. 


FIRM’S 500TH FINISHER DELIVERED 


On July 8, Mr. A. O. Bluth, chairman 
of Barber-Greene Olding and Co., Ltd., took 
delivery of the 500th British-built Barber- 
Greene 879A Finisher from Rubery Owen 
(Warrington), Ltd., the manufacturing sub- 
contractors. As vice-chairman of Jack 
Olding and Co., Ltd., of Hatfield, Herts, he 
then handed it to the representatives of Lim- 
mer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
the largest, it is believed, single users of these 
machines in the world. The 879A Finisher, 
in common with other Barber-Greene equip- 
ment produced in the UK, is being exported 
throughout the world. It is designed to lay 
the road foundations and then the bitu- 
minous running surface, to give smooth, even 
riding qualities, and is also used in the con- 
struction of modern airport runways, where 
absolute accuracy is required. 
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ROOF LIGHTS AT KIDBROOKE 


Messrs. J. A. King and Co., Ltd., of 181, 
Queen Victoria-street, EC4, supplied “ Glas- 
crete” roof lights to Kidbrooke Compre- 
hensive School and not as stated in our issue 
of August 20, when this school was illus: 
trated. 


SHOWROOM FACILITIES 


Special arrangements are being made fo: 
architects to visit the Bristol showroom of 
Williams and Williams, Ltd., manufacturers 
of metal windows, doors and roof glazing, 
Victoria House, Southampton-row, WCl. 
This showroom, situated, at the Metal 
Agencies building at Colston-street, Bristol, 
shows a comprehensive range of their pro- 
ducts, and during the week commencing 
September 27 it will be fully staffed by 
representatives up to 8 p.m. every evening 
and 5.30 p.m. on the Saturday. All inter- 
ested are invited by the firm to visit the 
showroom during that week. As from 
September 6 the Bristol office of Williams 
and Williams (South Western), Ltd., will be 
situated at 6, Priory-road, Bristol, 8. 


FIRM’'S SCOTTISH STAND 


The stand of Frederick Braby and Co.., 
Ltd., 352-364, Euston-road, NW1,. at the 
Scottish Industries Exhibition, Kelvin Hall, 
Glasgow, has been designed and erected by 
themselves, and constructed of “ Bar-Form ” 
metal partitions. Free - standing exhibits 
include metal windows, pressed steel stairs, 
mild steel gutters and pipes, copper roofing 
and perforated metals. A new exhibit is 
Braby “curtain walling” constructed of 
specially extruded aluminium alloy sections 
designed to give close-fitting joints, and of 
sufficient depth to accommodate double 
glass, “ Insulite” glazing or various forms of 
panelling at floor level. The glass and 
panels are held in position by “ Ese-glaze” 
beading for which the firm have varying 
sections to suit different thicknesses. 


UNDERGROUND CAR 
PARKS 


Three London Schemes 


THE Minister of Transport’s Working 
Party on Car Parking in the Inner Area of 
London in its report issued earlier this year 
recommended that underground car parks 
should be established under certain London 
squares. The Minister has now approved 
that plans and estimates be prepared for sub- 
mission to Parliament of the first three 
schemes. They are: 


Grosvenor Square. Engineers: Sir Owen 
Williams and Partners, 44, Park-road, NW1; 
Consulting Architects: Messrs. Ellis, Clarke 
and Gallannaugh, FF.RIBA, 58, Grosvenor- 
street, Mayfair, W1. 


Cavendish Square. Engineers: Bylander 
and Waddell, 26, Old Burlington-street, W1. 
Consulting Architects: Messrs. Wornum 
and Playne, FF.RIBA, 19, Queen Anne’s- 
gate, SWI. 


Finsbury Square. Engineers: Sir William 
Halcrow and Partners, AllHance House, 
Westminster, SW1; Cozsulting Architects: 
Messrs. Anderson, Forster and Wilcox, 
FF.RIBA, 7, Stone Buildings, Lincoln’s Inn, 
WwC2. 


A total of. 1,230 cars will be accommo- 
dated in the three schemes. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


(From Our Own Correspondents.) 


* Australia——Universal Suppliers Pty., Ltd., 
685, Lutwyche-road, Lutwyche, Brisbane, 
Australia, would like to hear from UK 
manufacturers of lead and zinc paints (suit- 
able for the semi-tropical climate of Queens- 
land); bituminous paints; paint brushes (all 
sizes) and wool rollers for painting. The 
paints will be required, on a cash basis, in 
four- or five-gallon drums, and, if on a sole 
agency basis, in smaller containers. Firms 
interested in this inquiry are advised to write 
direct to Mr. Ellison (Director of Universal 
Suppliers Pty.,- Ltd.), c/o Commercial Bank 
of Australia, Ltd., 12, Old Jewry, EC2, sub- 
mitting pamphlets and full particulars of 


their products. Telephone inquiries to 
Chancery 4411, Ext. 776, quoting ref. 
ESB / 3435/54. 


Australia—A £Alim. 11-storey, air-con- 
ditioned office block designed by the archi- 
tects Rudder, Littlemore and Rudder (AA/ 
RIBA), 60 MHunter-street, Sydney, for 
Qantas Airlines is to be built on the corner 
of Hunter-street and the projected Eliza- 
beth-street extension, Sydney. Tenders 
were called by the architects on August 14. 
The building will have 16 floors, a maximum 
height of 150 ft. above ground, and is 
expected to be finished by December, 1956. 
. « . The new eight-storey office block at 
398-402, Sussex-street, Sydney, is to be de- 
signed by Harry Seidler, architect, Sydney. 
(See The Builder, July 23, p. 150.) 


Belgium—The Ford Motor Company 
assembly plant at Antwerp, Belgium, is to 
be enlarged at a cost of £14m. The present 
area of 43,000 sq. metres is to be increased 
to 94,000 sq. metres.... The Société 
Chimique des Dérivés du Pétrole, S.A. is to 
erect a plant for the production of ethylene 
and propylene from the gas residues of the 
three new Antwerp refineries. The plant 
will cover an area of 32 hectares and its 
estimated cost is approximately £3m. The 
construction will be partly financed by a 
loan of about half the amount from the 
National Society for Aid to Industry. 


Brazil—A _ cellulose and paper factory, 
described as the largest in South America, 
is to be built at Rio Clare by the Companhia 
Paulista de Celulose, at a cost of several 
million pounds. . . . A German firm, the 
Nordwest-deutsche Fahrzeugbau of Wil- 
helmshafen, is to invest in Brazil. This firm 
is planning to set up a subsidiary to be 
known as Alimay Motors, S.A., to produce 
six and ten ton lorries, buses, and possibly 
small aircraft, at Sao Jose dos Campos in 
Sao Paulo State. 


Colombia—The Electrical Development 
Institute of Colombia secured a loan of 
214m. pesos from the Stabilization Fund to 
be devoted mainly to the Anchicaya hydro- 
electric scheme, the new thermal station at 
Paipa, and the co-operative of municipalities 
at Antioquia. Other important electrical 
projects announced as being in the planning 
stage are a 30,000 kW hydro-electric station 
at Gaulanday, in Tolima, to serve the town 
of Ibague; a 22,000 kW station on the Rio 
Amaine in the Valle del Cauca to be con- 
structed by the Compania Colombiana de 
Electricidad; one at Bata, in Santandar, for 
which Swiss, French, and German interests 
are reported to have offered financial 
facilities; and one at Senegal, in Caldas, to 
serve Pereira. . . . The Bogota firm Casa 
Belga is reported to be negotiating with the 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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United States Admiral television company 
for the installation of a receiver assembly 
plant in the city. The leading radio stations 
at Barranquilla are reported to be negotia- 
ting with a Cuban company for the estab- 
lishment of a television transmitter on the 
Atlantic coast. .. . The National Planning 
Office has presented to the President a five- 
year plan of economic development for the 
Department of Valle del Cauca. ...A site 
for Bogota’s new Government Centre has 
been bought on the outskirts of the city, 
and plans are in an advanced state of pre- 
paration by the architects of the Ministry 
of Public Works. The financial secretary of 
Bogota is reported to have received, during 
a trip to Europe, several offers to finance the 
city’s water and sewage projects, but so far 
nothing definite has been decided. ...A 
company has been formed to set up a sugar 
mill at Candelaria in the Department of 
Valle. . . . The Government of Atlantico is 
also contemplating the establishment of a 
sugar mill. . . .An essential-oil distillation 
plant is being set up in Cali... . A Colom- 
bian Hotels’ Association has been founded 
to develop the hotels’ contribution to the 
tourist industry. Plans are in hand for the 
building of a number of new hotels in the 
country and the Association can 
approached at Bogota. . . . News has been 
released about the modernisation plans of 
the national railways. New stations are to 
be built at Medellin, Cali, Pereira, and 
Bogota. The Administrator General of the 
Pacific railway has also suggested the 
renewal of construction work, at present 
suspended, on the Armenia-Ibague link be- 
tween that line and the Eastern sections of 
the National Railways. 


Egypt.—The National Production Council 
of Egypt has invited eleven foreign firms to 
present offers for the construction and 
management of a fertiliser plant at Aswan. 
The completed project is now estimated to 
cost about £25m. of which about £15m. will 
be in foreign exchange. ... The company 
under formation to build the new luxury~ 
hotel in Cairo is reported to have a capital 
of £2m. The hotel is being sponsored by 
the internationally famous Hilton Group of 
the U.S.A., and a number of insurance com- 
panies are also said to be prepared to assist 
in financing the project. The site of the old 
Kasr-el-Nil barracks, on which the new 
hotel will stand, is almost cleared.... The 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs has 
invited tenders from local firms of construc- 
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tional engineers to submit detailed offers 
for the carrying out of the remainder of the 
Ministry’s plans to bring pure water to all 
Egyptian villages and small towns in the 
provinces. Equipment worth £8m. will be 
required and British firms interested in con- 
struction work of this type should contact 
the Ministry direct. 


New Zealand.—The New Zealand Govern- 
ment has decided to call tenders for the erec- 
tion of its departmental building at Auck- 
land, at an estimated cost of over £1m. If 
a satisfactory tender is received, work will 
begin before the end of the year. The build- 
ing, of reinforced concrete, will have ten 
floors and a basement, each of 
173,000 sq. ft... . There should be great 
scope for builders of farm dwellings when 
the land settlement question is clarified, 
Already more than 700,000 acres of Crown 
and Maori land in the Auckland Province 
has been earmarked for settlement. Much 
of the land is in the Waikato basin, and 
when the whole area is developed it is antici- 
pated that 1,370 dairy, 650 sheep and 58 
mixed farms will be made available. 


Rhodesia—The contract award for the 
£150,000 Rhodes Centenary Gallery is to be 
announced shortly. The Southern Rhodesian 
Institute of Allied Arts is also embarking on 
a new phase of expansion, incorporating a 
Festival Theatre to hold 1,500 persons; a 
large exhibition hall; a small theatre for 
chamber music and other presentations of a 
similar nature; and an administrative centre, 
which will be designed to house scientific 
and professional bodies. According to Sir 
Godfrey Huggins, the Federal Prime 
Minister, the Rhodesias and Nyasaland are 
developing culturally and this envisages in 
the near future considerable building of 
theatres, concert halls, cinemas, and other 
places where people can gather together. 

Details of the Federal Government 
Development Plan, 1954-1957, are of interest 
to building contractors. About £30m. is to 
be spent in communications and transport, 
including capital for railway development 
and funds for the reconstruction of 
interterritorial roads, completion of Salisbury 
Airport, expansion of telecommunication 
and telephone services, and improvement of 
harbours on Lake Nyasa. Development of 
electric power is to cost £7m., and this does 
not include hydro-electric schemes for which 
special provision has been made. Social 
services account for £8m. and covers the con- 
struction of four hospitals in Northern 
Rhodesia, one in Nyasaland, three in 
Southern Rhodesia; seven secondary schools, 
seven primary schools, five hostels and two 
schools for coloured children in Northern 
Rhodesia; the enlargement of St. Andrew’s 


School, Blantyre, Nyasaland, and _ two 
schools and one _ hostel in Southern 
Rhodesia. The Southern Rhodesia 


National Parks Board has started building 
a 23-acre dam, three miles from the Rhodes 
Hotel, Inyanga, to provide facilities for boat- 
ing, fishing, and swimming. This is part of 
a comprehensive scheme for developing the 
80,000 acre Inyanga National Park into a 
playground and tourist attraction for the 
Federation. Log cabins and possibly a new 
hotel have been mentioned in the plans for 
this development scheme. 

The formation of what will probably be 
the last township within five miles of Salis- 
bury, Southern Rhodesia, was announced 
recently. The township, comprising 65 acres, 
is called Little Norfolk and is part of the 
Mount Pleasant Town Management Board 
area. Little Norfolk is owned by Mr. Percy 
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TILE, STONE, CAVITY BRICK—it’s all one with Durium- 
tipped Drills—sharp, accurate holes, without noise, at 
speeds you'll hardly believe till you try these 
astonishing tools! These fastest-of-all masonry 
cutters are tipped with Durium, a new carbide 
combining complete tungsten-carbide hardness with 
exceptional toughness. Look for the name ‘Durium’ 
on the shank—no other is a genuine Durium Drill. 
Use Durium-tipped Drills in either hand or power 
drills—there’s a complete range of sizes and lengths 
for every need, including drilling through walls. 
These remarkable tools save time and money—write 
for details today. 
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As many as eight hundred wires under tension may work in 
unison to give a CDC pre-stressed concrete product its 
strength. In setting up their lines, CDC can draw upon a 
store of practical experience probably unequalled in this 
country. Fine surface finish is one expression of CDC 
quality. But more important is the confidence that a unit will 
faithfully perform its responsible task for decades to come. 
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Newton, a city business man, and jis so 
named because Mr. Newton’s father, who 
came to Southern Rhodesia in 1894, was 
born in Norfolk. The roads in the township 
are named after roads in Norwich. A water 
reticulation system has already been laid on, 
and roads within the township will be tarred 
after the rainy season. There are 50 one- 
acre plots available in the new township. .. . 
Nchanga Mine, an African township with a 
population of between 14,000 and 16,000, is 
to have a £24,000 welfare centre, an £8,000 
open-air cinema with seating for 1,200 and a 
sports stadium on which £5,000 is to be spent 
initially. Last year; when the mine took over 
welfare work from the Chingola Manage- 
ment Board, £40,000 was set aside. The 
welfare centre will consist of a concert hall, 
library, restaurant, classrooms, games rooms 
and committee rooms. The mine is also 
interested in housing projects and last year 
about £300,000 was spent on _ housing. 


AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT WORKS 


A survey of big development works now 
under way in Australia has been made by 
the Department of National Development. 
The survey says that water supply, conserva- 
tion and irrigation projects are estimated to 
cost nearly £A358m. This is the largest 
amount for any single class of work, and 
does not include the Snowy Mountains 
hydro-electric scheme in New South Wales. 
Generation of electricity accounts for more 
than £A164m., seaports for more than 
£A59m., railways for more than £A35m., 
and gas production for nearly £A17m. 


BUILDINGS FOR BURMA 


Big Contracts for Britain 


UNIVERSITY and school __ buildings 

costing about £2,500,000 are to be 
built in Rangoon, Burma, by a British firm 
of contractors. One project is an engineer- 
ing college for Rangoon University, to 
hold 1,200 students on a 124-acre. site. It 
will be the principal engineering college in 
the country, replacing a pre-war structure 
and will be among the finest in South-East 
Asia. . Polytechnic and high schools are to 
be built at another site about a mile away. 
This project includes an eight-storey block 
of flats for teachers. 

Messrs. Taylor Woodrow, Lfd., of London, 
will begia work on the buildings in October 
and it is expected that they will be finished 
in 1956. The architects are Messrs. Raglan 
Squire and Partners, of 3, Hobart-place, 
London, SW1. The scheme was illustrated 
in The Builder of April 30. 

The contracts were among those for work 
totalling about £5m. in all, signed between 
representatives of the Burmese Government 
and of the British architects and contractors 
concerned, at the Burmese Embassy, 
London, on August 23. 

A further contract, worth approximately 
£2m., was initialled on August 23 between 
the Government and the Union of Burma 
and Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
of London, for the civil engineering work, 
erection of buildings and the necessary 
mechanical and electrical installations for 
the Burma Pharmaceutical Industry, for 
whom Evans Medical Supplies, Ltd., are 
acting as managing agents. The contract 
includes provision for a railway line and 
jetty, together with housing for the staff. 

The factory buildings will cover well over 
a quarter of a million square feet of floor 
space. The architects for the project are 
Messrs. James Cubitt and Partners, 25, 
Gloucester-place, London, W1. 
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Clyde Tunnel Plan 


‘NLASGOW’S £3 million traffic tunnel 
under the Clyde between Whiteinch and 
Linthouse may have beneath it a passageway 
for the use of pedestrians. That is one of 
the proposals in a technical report author- 
ised by the Highways Committee for sub- 
mission to the Minister of Transport, who 
has asked for further information about the 
construction of the tunnel. The report will 
also show the anticipated dates of the main 
stages, as well as the anticipated total cost 
involved, inclusive of the cost of acquisition 
of land and consultant’s fees, phased in 
financial years. 


Further consideration has also been given 
by the committee to the question of parking 
facilities for private motorists in the centre 
of the city. They want alternative suggestions 
to a recent proposal that a multi-storey car 
parking building be erected in St. Enoch- 
square. At a recent meeting it was decided 
to ask representatives of the various motor- 
ing organisations to discuss the problem with 
them. 


Meantime, no additional stance for Cor- 
poration buses is to be allocated in the 
square. Consideration has been continued 
pending reports on (a) the relative costs of 
multi-storey buildings occupying either the 
whole of the centre of the square or a restric- 
ted portion; (b) the possible provision of 
parking facilities in the space beneath St. 
Enoch Station; and (c) the possibility of pro- 
viding street parking in South Portland- 
street near its junction with Abbotsford- 
place. 


Leith Town Hall 


EDINBURGH’S CiTy ARCHITECT has been 
authorised to make immediate tests of the 
foundations of Leith Town Hall to ascertain 
their condition as a preliminary to the pre- 
paration of a detailed specification for the 
rebuilding of the hall. 








VENEERED BOARD 
The robust structural 


material for all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


PLASTICS __ 
are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 
“Install Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’’. 
HERTS 
WAS 





WARERITE LIMITED - WARE - 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


JhOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of 
Craftsman’s rate. 


For week of 
Year. 


Ist 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) 

Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 











Costs Reduction 


THE Department of Health for Scotland 
have objected to the estimated cost of 
£185,979 for the erection of 112 flats at 
Blairbeth housing scheme by Rutherglen 
Town Council. The Council have reduced 
the total cost to £172,104, which has meant 
reducing the thickness of walls, substituting 
fireclay drains for cast-iron, omitting back 
balconies from two blocks, substituting 
copper for lead in main piping, and reducing 
the width of stairs. The making of roads 
and sewers at the scheme has cost £142,279. 


Glasgow Scheme Rejected 


SANCTION TO PROCEED with their scheme of 
1,377 houses which the Corporation of 
Glasgow propose to erect at the Castlemilk 
and Drumchapel housing sites has been 
refused by the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, Mr. James Stuart, because of the high 
cost of the houses. 

Mr. Stuart has informed the Corporation 
that the estimates of the Drumchapel three- 
and four-apartment flats in three- and four- 
storey blocks, ranged from £1,265 to £1,794 
each, and for the five-apartment terrace 
houses in three storeys, £1,262, while the 
average price of the single-apartment flats 
was £1,270. 

Three months after the above prices were 
quoted for the Drumchapel houses the 
tenders for the Castlemilk houses were 
higher, those being £1,340 to £1,565 for 
three- and four-apartment flats. All quota- 
tions by Direct Labour Department. 

These housing schemes are intended, 
ultimately, to provide accommodation for 
over 50,000 persons in over 16,000 council 
houses. 

Glasgow Corporation Housing Committee 
has appointed a deputation to interview the 
Secretary of State and try to arrive at a 
satisfactory settlement. 


A Thurso School 


A SPECIAL MEETING of Caithness Education 
Committee has decided to accept the recom- 
mendation of Mr. William Wilson, County 
Architect, that the committee adhere to its 
previous majority decision to build Thurso’s 
new senior secondary school at Ormlie, just 
outside Thurso burgh boundary, instead of 
at Brownhill. within the burgh boundary. 


Key Workers’ Houses 
DUMFRIES TOWN COUNCIL have agreed to 
speed up the completion of nine houses for 
key workers of the North British Rubber 
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Co. However, they feel that it is not pos- 
sible to set aside the 20 houses for which 
the company asked. It was pointed out 
that of 200 houses allocated by the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland for industry, 56 
had been earmarked for the North British 
Rubber Co. and the town council had let 
to the company’s employees all but nine of 
those houses. 


Repairs Increase in Rent 


Tue form of notice to tenants to be used 
by landlords to claim the repairs increase in 
rent when the Housing (Repairs and Rents) 
(Scotland) Act, 1954, comes into operation 
on August 30, is contained in recently pub- 
lished regulations made by the Secretary of 
State (HMSO, price 9d.). 

Included in the form of notice to tenants 
is the declaration to be made by the land- 
lord that the house is in good and tenantable 
repair, and not in any other respect un- 
fit for human habitation, and that he has 
done work up to a specified value. Each 
form will contain explanatory notes show- 
ing how the repairs increase is calculated, 
and what the procedure is in the event of a 
dispute. 


Old People’s Home 


ABERDEEN Health and Welfare Committee 
have approved plans for the reconstruction 
of Thorngrove Home, in the West End of 
the city, as an old people’s home at a cost 
of £42,000, excluding furnishings. . Mr. 
A. B. Gardner, FRIBA, is the city architect. 
Two single-storey wings would be added to 
the building, and there would be accom- 
modation for 47 persons. The scheme will 
have to be approved by the Department of 
Health for Scotland. 


Ben Nevis 


THE ERECTION of a small church halfway 
up Ben Nevis, built of granite from the 
mountain, as a place of rest for climbers, 
has been proposed by the Rev. A. J. 
Maclean, of Duncansburgh Parish Church, 
Fort William. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans prepared and approved for 66 
houses to be erected at the Mastrick housing site. 
The architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15, Palmerston- 
pl., Westend, Edinburgh. The general contractors are 
James Miller & Ptners., Ltd., George-st., Edinburgh. 

Arbroath.—Dean of Guild Court approved plans by 
Angus Joint Police Committee for conversion of 
Bellevue House, Springfield-ter., to form new HQ of 
Arbroath sub-division of Angus Constabulary. Cost 
of alterations will be between £10,000 and £11,000. 

Argylishire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
warehouse buildings to be erected at the Springbank 
Distillery, Campbeltown, by A. Mitchell, 
Campbeltown. 

Ayr.—Corpn. has given tentative approval to the 
erection at the Craigie housing site of a new hostel. 
The arehitect is Thomas O'Brien (F), Municipal- 
bldgs., High-st., The Sandgate, Ayr. 

Ayrshire.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for four houses to be erected 2 
Manor-ave., Kilmarnock, at an est. cost of approxi- 
mately £10,250, by James Rome & Sons, Ltd., Wood- 
stock Joinery Works, Kilmarnock. 

Blantyre.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans prepared 
and approved for 128 houses to be erected at the 
Goatshill housing district. The architect is Samuel 
— (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton 

est. 

_ Buteshire.—Plans in hand for new Academy build- 
ings and secondary school for EA to be erected on 
a_ site at The Chapelhill. The architects are David 
Harvie & A. Scott (F&A), Education Offices, 
Eaglesham Lodge, Mount Pleasant-rd., Rothesay. 

Dumbarton.—Corpn. has plans prepared and 
approved for 32 houses to be erected at the Crosslet 
housing site. The Council A is William Wilson (F), 





Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Dum- 
barton. 
Dunbartonshire.—Plans have been prepared for the 


Archdiocese of Glasgow for new church and presby- 
tery, etc., to be erected (unit No. 2) at Drumchapel 
housing estate. The architect is Alexander Mac- 
Annalay (A), 175, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 
Edinburgh.—Petition has been submitted to Dean 
of Guild Court to continue application submitted 
by Marks & Spencer, Ltd. It is intended to recon- 
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struct their property at 54, 55 and 56, Princes-st., 
py includes the New Cinema, at an est. cost of 


Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court have approved 
proposals by city to erect a service reservoir at 
Tondaff Water Works, Colinton. Estimated cost, 
£43,000. 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court has granted per- 
mission to Mactaggart & Nicol, Ltd., North St. 
Andrew-st., to build 14 houses at Broomhall-pl. and 
Broomhall-rd. Estimated cost, £24,000. 


Fifeshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 90 
three- and four-apartment houses to be erected at 
the Bogie Mains housing site. The Council A is 
Robert Meldrum (AMPTI, AMInstCE), Master of 
Works Offices, Kirkcaldy. The general contractors 
are Weirs Corpn., Ltd., Calder-st., Mossend, Coat- 
bridge. 

Fifeshire.—CC has had plans prepared and approved 
for extension to the Primary School at Crosshill. 
The architect is R. S. Lawrie (A), County-bldgs., St. 
Catherine’s-st., Cupar. The general contractors are 
Richard Street, Ltd., 34, Park-st., Cowdenbeath, Fife. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for David B. Thomson at Abbey- 
drive. The architects are Sam Bunton & Associates 
(L), 7, Somerset-pl., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at 11, Carrour-rd. The architects 
are Gratton & MacLean (F), 21, Woodside-terr., 
Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at Riverside-rd., Pleasance-st., for 
the (Newlands South) Church of Scotland, for which 
the architects are John Keppie & Henderson & J. L. 
Gleave, F/ARIBA, 196, West Regent-st., Blytrswood- 
sq., Glasgow, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at Royston-rd. The architects are 
the Scottish Gas Board, Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for I. C. Cant, Broompark-st., at 
Circus-drive. The architects are Whyte & Nicol (F), 
31, North Frederick-st., George-sq., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans_ prepared and approved for 
Morrison’s Associated Companies, Ltd., Howard-st., 
City, for alterations and additions at Renfield-st. The 
architects are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 12, 
Claremont-gdns., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans .prepared and approved for the 
Canda Manufacturing Co. (Scotland), Ltd., for 
alterations and additions at the Queenslie Estate, 
Coltness-st. The architects are North & Partners (F), 
Maidenhead. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for a 
garage. The architect is R. O. Wood, 96, Merchiston- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at Belvicar-drive for Camphill 
Queen’s Park Church of Scotland. The architects 
are Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell (F&A), 180, Hope- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions at the Cowcaddens for the Grove Picture House, 
Ltd. The architect is Lennox D. Paterson (A), 147, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow. 








New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 








REGISTERED TRADE MARK 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Covered by British Patents 


GEO. W. KING LTD., 
STEVENAGE, HERTS. 


TASASAITASVIFVIFAIFAITASAIA STAIRS 


202 ARGYLE WORKS 
TEL.: STEVENAGE 440 
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Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved forthe erection of a new depo 
and filling station at Finnieston-st. and Lancefield. 
quay, Finnieston, for S.M.T. Sales & Services & Co,, 
Ltd., 39, Fountainbridge, Westend, Edinburgh. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
halls at Shafton-rd. The architect is Alexander D. 
Hyslop (F) (Campbell & Hyslop), United Kingdom 
Assurance-bldgs., St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for 
Primary Public School to be erected at Ladyloan-ave, 
The architect is Alexander Buchanan Campbell (F), 
128, Elderslie-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
church for the Archdiocese of Glasgow to be erected 
at Ashgill-rd. The architects are Robert Fairlie & 
Ptnrs. (F&A), 7, Ainslie-st., Westend, Edinburgh. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
buildings to be erected at Cumberland-rd. The archi- 
tect is Adam Lynn, 27, Birkenshaw-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for exten- 
sions and additions for George & Jobbing, Ltd., to 
be erected at 140-160, Bothwell-st., City. The archi- 
tects are John Keppie & Henderson & J. L. Gleave 
(F&A), 196, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for exten- 
sions and additions to the Robin Hood Gift Shop, 
Sauchiehall-st. The architect is W. M. McMenan (A), 
8, India-st., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
erection of new buildings at Helensburgh-dr. The 
architects are F. J. Beveridge & Dallachy (A&A), 
257, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for scheme of reconstruction and 
additions at Old Shettleston-rd. by the United Glass 
Bottle Mnfrs., Ltd., 515, Shettleston-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 


of installations, additions and alterations at the 
Regent Picture House, Renfield-st., City. The archi- 
tects are Lennox & Paterson (F&A), 147, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Corpn. Park’s Committee has had pre- 
liminary plans submitted for the erection of a 
crematorium which, with a new chapel, offices, waiting 
rooms, etc., will be erected at a site at The Caddle- 
hill. The architect is Lockhart W. Hutson (F) 
(Cullen, Lockhart & Brown), 119, Cadzow-st,, Hamil- 
ton West. 

Greenock.—Plans are to be prepared for 60 to 70 
houses to be erected at ‘‘gap’”’ sites at the 
Auchmead-Braeside housing development areas. The 
corpn. architect is Robert Rankine (AMInst.CE, 
AMTPI), Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., 
Hamilton-st., Greenock. 

Inverness.—Layout plans have been approved by 
the Corpn. for 114 three- and four-apartment houses 
with garages to be erected in flats on selected sites. 
These have been before the HC. The Council A is 
Jack Blackburn (F), Burgh Engineer’s Offices, Bank of 
Scotland-bldgs., High-st., Inverness. : 

Inverness.—Plans are to be prepared for a Fire 
Station to be erected on a selected site, The architect 
and quantity surveyors are Jack Blackburn (F), Burgh 
Surveyor’s Offices, Clydesdale Bank-bdldgs., and 
William M. Sutar & Jeffray (FF.SD, Queensgate- 
chbrs., Inverness. 

Inverness.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
Church of Scotland Halls. The architects are 
Alexander Ross & Son, & Mitchell (F&F), 28, 
Queensgate-st. The quantity surveyors are Baxter, 
Dunn & Gray (FF.SD (Mr. F. L. Tauch), 38, High- 
st., Inverness. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are prepared and approved for 
50 houses to be erected at the Udston housing site. 
The Council A is George Allison (MInstCE), Master 
of Works ffices, Municipal-bldgs., Cadzow-st., 
Hamilton West. The general contractors are Brown 
& Co., Ltd., Blantyre Contracting Works, High 
Blantyre. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
William J. Hunter, Blacklaw, East Kilbride, for 
additions and alterations at Main-st., Chapelhall. The 
architect is James Frew (A), Craigielee, Chapelton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
buildings to be erected at the Douglas Colliery, Pon- 
feigh, from plans by the NCB (East Ayr Division), 
Lugar Works, Cumnock, Ayrshire. 

Lockerbie.—Dumfries-shire CC is to have plans pre- 
pared for alterations and additions at The Academy 
at an est. cost of over £102,000. The Council A is 
George Bartholomew (F), County-bldgs., Dumfries. 


Renfrewshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
new houses at Greywood-rd., Clarkston, by the 
general contractor’s own staff of architects, will be 
erected by MacTaggart & Mickel, Ltd., 127, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans prepared for new Public 
School to be erected at the Broadfield housing site, 
Port Glasgow. The Council A is Thomas Hepburn, 
County Education Offices. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 42 
houses to be erected at Kilbarchan-rd., Johnstone. 
The architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15, Palmerston- 
pl., Westend, Edinburgh. The general contractors 
are James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Clydesdale Con- 
tracting Works, Rutherglen, Lanarkshire. 

Rutherglen.—Lanarkshire CC is to have plans pre- 
pared for new police houses at the Easterfield housing 
site. The architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County- 
bidgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Stirlingshire.—Corpn. of Grangemouth have 
approved the erection of 300 houses, including 24 
houses as a first development of the Airfield housing 
site. The Council A is J. C. Wallace, Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Grangemouth. 
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a A. A. BYRD and CO., LIMITED (Dept. B) 


sate 210, Terminal House, Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.1 
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a) | wy | 
The most dependable and efficient 


"SASH CHAIN. Par 


B) " Install RHODES’ PULLEYS 
) 




















AND SASH CHAINS 
to avoid... 
@ Future maintenance costs 
@ Damage to wood and paint work 


THE FIRST Cos T I$ @ Risk of personal injury through breaking 


sash cords. 


THE LAST T! Write for booklet from... 
— RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


Specify ‘RHODES’ and Satisfy Clients BEACON HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 
CHANCERY 8135/6/7 ‘RHODESPACA’ LONDON 






































Good material or cra ifisma nsbip ? 


you get the best of both in 
NACOFELT ROOFING 


Choose any well-known Feit Roofing and you can be pretty sure 
about quality of material. But, specify NACOFELT and you get 
the right material and Neuchatel craftsmanship in laying it . 
specialist methods that mean a perfect surface over every inch 
of the roof. 

NACOFELT roofing is in evidence everywhere . . . in public and 
private buildings ... wherever the best in felt roofing is essential. 


ieee 
Crafisman-laid by N E U CH s T E L 


SPECIALISTS FOR 80 YEARS IN 
ASPHALTE for tanking, Roofing, Flooring & Roads 
Also Approved Laying Specialists for 
ACCOTILE Thermoplastic Flooring Tiles. 
Neuchatel branches are conveniently located in: 
Belfast * Birmingham « Cardiff * Edinburgh * Frome * Glasgow * Leeds 
Manchester * Newcastle * Offham (Kent) * Plymouth * Portsmouth 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE CO. LIMITED, 58 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 
Telephone No. of Contracting Departments: RENown 1321 


Technical consultation freely invited. 





AN EXTRA ROOM WITH THE ‘eniaon’ DISAPPEARING LOFT LADDER 








with SAFE and INSTANT ACCESS 


ETP ease 


Designed and developed by experienced engineers to work smoothly 
and without trouble. Made of high-grade aluminium alloy, combining 
strength and lightness. Flat, non-slip treads, 3 in. wide. Working 
parts reduced to a minimum, no complicated balance weights to 
go wrong. See it working at our London Showroom. 


FULL DETAILS FROM: 
HENRY L. COCKLE LTD. 
The Truck and Ladder Centre 
9 TOTHILL STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1 
EE Telephone: ABSecy 4471/2 i ES 
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The Builder 


FUTURE 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (ft) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 30. 
*tFinchley.—20 single and three double garages on 
Elmshurst estate, East End-rd., Finchley, N2. Boro’ 
g. and TP Officer. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
ptember 27. 
AUGUST 31. 
*tIsle of Ely CC.—Detached 
Nurses at (a) Money Bank, Wisbech; 
Tinkers Drove, Wisbech. County A. 
each contract. Tenders by Sept. 27. 


SEPTEMBER 2. 
*Crawley Development Corpn.—S0 garages. 


A, Broadfield. 
SEPTEMBER 3 
*tWatford BC.—Additions to public baths. 
& S. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 4. 
*tEssex CC.—Colchester Monkwick Cty. 
School. County A, Chelmsford. 
*Southport CBC.—Alterations and repairs, café 
and other building, Ainsdale Lido. Boro’ A and TP 
Officer, 93-105, Lord-st. Dep. £1 Is. 


SEPTEMBER 6. 

*+Bucks CC.—Extension, Terriers County Primary 
School, High Wycombe. County A, Aylesbury. . Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by October 4. 

*tEssex CC.—Schoolkeeper’s house, Lennard County 
aaa School, Ockendon. County A, Chelms- 
ord. 

*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Timber-framed cloak and 
wash-up room at Bournemouth Park School. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding CC.—Adaptation of workshop, etc., 
as kitchen and dining room, Harrogate sec. tech. 
sch. County A, Bishopgarth, Westfield-rd., Wake- 
field. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 7. 

*+Leeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Adaptations to second 
floor at St. Thomas’s Hospital, Scarborough. Wm. A. 
Shee, Secretary to the Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by September 29. 

**Walthamstow BC.—Six flats, Forest-rd./Clifford- 
rd., and 10 flats, Bisterne-ave./Fyfield-rd. Boro’ A, 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders by September 24. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 
*Crawley Development Corpn.—S41 dwellings and 
58 garages, Ifield—Stage II. Chief A, a 


SEPTEMBER 11. 
*tHampshire CC.—Alterations and sates Hythe 
County Primary School, near Southampton. County 


A, Winchester. 
_ SEPTEMBER 13. 

*Chester RDC.—10 garages, Great Sanghall. 
T. C. R. Eaton (A), 16, White Friars. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Croydon CBC.—Repairing war damaged Park Hill 
water tower. BE. 

Petworth RDC.—20 units of accommodation at 
Nicholsfield, Loxwood, estate. Godman & Kay, 
architects, Milnwood, 13, North Parade, Horsham. 

Wortley RDC.—26 houses and 30 flats at Lane End 
estate, Chapeltown. Husband & Co., 388, Glossop- 
rd., Sheffield 10. Dep. £5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 15. 
*Northumberland CC.—Ambulance garage, 
open. County A, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
SEPTEMBER 16. 
*Cuckfield UDC.—48 houses, Ashenground Wood. 
R. J. Willett, S. Dep. £2 2s 


SEPTEMBER 18. 
*Billericay UDC.—3 shops and 3 maisonettes, Kath- 
og! Ferrier-cres., Pound-la. site, Laindon. S. Dep. 


2s. 
SEPTEMBER 20. 

Calne BC.—25 houses at Lickhill, 

George Brown & Partners, architects, 

College Green, Bristol 1. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 21. 
*Crewe BC.—Garage on site adjacent to refuse dis- 
posal works, Pym’s-la. BE&S. Der £2 2s. 
*Nottingham City C.—Highbank infants’ 
Clifton. R. M. Finch. City E&S. Dep. £2. 
*St. Helens CBC.—Two houses for senior police at 
Prescot-rd./King’s-rd. M. Ward, BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 25. 
*Congleton BC.—Six shops, eight 
ee Bromley Farm estate. 
£2 2s. 


house for District 
also at (b) 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Chief 


BE 


Junior 


Wide- 


Calne, Wilts. 
Brunel House, 


school, 


flats and 14 
BE&S. Dep. 
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SEPTEMBER 27. 
*Flintshire CC.—Modern school, Prestatyn. 
A, Mold. 
*Wrexham BC.—80 dwellings, Queen’s Park estate. 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 28. 
Iiferd BC.—Training centre at Cricklefields Athletic 
Ground. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 29. 

*Calne and Chippenham RDC.—Eight houses, four 
bungalows and site works at Corsham-rd., Lacock. 
Edwards & Webster, arciitects, 10, St. Mary-st., 
Chippenham. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 1. 
*Beckenham BC.—4 maisonettes, 
& S. Dep. £2. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 4. 
**tDurham CC.—Renewal of floors, Belasis RC 
(Aided) School, and adaptations, Winston Stubb 
House. County A, Durham. 


SEPTEMBER 10. 
*Birkenhead CBC.—Fencing, Overchurch Children’s 
Home, Moreton-rd., Upton. Boro’ A., 3, Conway-st. 
*Manchester Ed. Com.—Cork flooring tiles for Col- 
lege of Technology extension. F. Hindley, QS, 51, 
South King-st., Manchester 2. 


SEPTEMBER 17. 

*tChigwell UDC.—Repairs to 32 houses, Goldings- 
rd., Loughton, and 24 houses, Brook-rd., Buckhurst 
Hill. Tooley & Foster, architects, Midland Bank- 
chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. 

*tChigwell UDC.—Repairs and extensions to elec- 
trical installations in 180 houses. Tooley & Foster, 
architects. Midland Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. 

*Leyton BC.—Rust-proofing and bituminous paint- 
ing of roofs, gutters, dgwnpipes to 33 Tarran tem- 
porary bungalows. BE&S, Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 3. 

+Biggleswade Water Board.—Contract No. 5, 
200,000 gall. r.c. reservoir, near Sandy, with 200,000 
gall. r.c. water tower near Potton; also dismantling 
of 90,000 gall. water tank. Contract No. 6, about 
20 miles of pipe-laying. Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, SW1. 
Dep. £10 each contract. Tenders by Oct. 18 


SEPTEMBER 11. 
Holland (Lines) CC.—Replacement of St. James’ 
“— on Route A 1073. County S, Boston. Dep. 
2 a. 
Loughborough BC.—Surfacing, Derby-rd., Hathern. 
BS, W. Granger, AMICE, Southfields, Loughborough. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 13. 
East Devon Water Board.—About 1,900 lin. yd. 
spun-iron main at Lyne-rd. reservoir, as Hunters 
Lodge main extension, Contract No. 11. a 


County 


Parish-la. BE 








A Permanent Cure for 
SMOKY CHIMNEYS 


The ‘Ventamatt’ prevents. 
down-draught and increases 
up-draught, irrespective of 


wind direction. There are 
no moving parts, no smal] 
holes to get choked and the 
design is of the straight 
through type to facilitate 
sweeping. Specified and 
used by Public Authorities, 
Architects, Builders and 
Property Owners every- 
where. 


Pat. Nos. 424983, 476855. 


VENTAMATT 


Down-Draught Preventing CHIMNEY POT 


Sole Manufacturers: 


AVIS ENGINEERING CO. LTD., 


Ley Street, Ilford, Essex. Tel.: Ilford 2021 
@ 46/25 
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Smith, AMICE, The Engineer, East Devon Water 
Board, The Laurels, 46, New-st., Honiton. Dep. 


2 me 
Mablethorpe and Sutton UDC.—Reconstruction of 
the Roman Bank-rd., Sutton-on-Sea. Vincent 
Lewis, Clerk of C. Dep. £2 2s 
SEPTEMBER 15. 
Wandsworth MBC.—Roads and sewers at West Hill 
housing site, phase 2. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 17. 
tCranbrook RDC.—About three miles sewer, ex- 
tensions to existing sewage disposal works, and erec- 
tion ot new sewaye disposal works. Howard Hum- 
poreys & Sons, engimeers, Victoria Station House, 191, 
Victoria-st., S.W.1. Wep. £5 5s. Tenders by Sept. 24. 
Liantyiun KuC.—Avout 6,000 yd. asbdestos-cement 
water mains at Pool Quay. A. H. S. Waters, MICE, 
25, Lempie-row, Birmingnam 2. Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 29 
Roads and sewers on Church Fields, 
Council's engineer. Dep. 


Alton RDC.— 
Headiey housing site. 


£3 3s. 
OCTOBER 1. 
Bridgnorth RDC.—Low-ievei water supply scheme. 
Engineer, A. H. S. Waters, MICE, 25, Lempie-row, 
Birnungnam 2. Dep. £5 ds. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Acton.—SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL.—Middlesex 
CC recommended to approve erectuuon of the mrst 
instalment of Tne Elms proposed secondary modern 
scnool, at an estimated cost of £160,535. 

Barking.— APPOINTMENT.—Recommendations have 
been made to TC for the approval of the appointment 
of L. A. Francis & Sons, Vernon House, Sicuian-ave., 
WC1, as quantity surveyors tor the erection of shops 
with masonettes and Mats over at North-st. 

Barking.—TrRaANsporT GARAGE.—IC is recommended 
to approve proposais by the Crow Carrying Co., 
Lid., tor the erecuon of a steei-framed transport 
garage at Crow-rd., Harts-la. 

d and Ch —ScHOooL.—The erection of 
the new Hogarth jumor boys’, giris’ and intants’ 
schools at an estimated cost of £148,600 is recom- 
mended tor Middiesex CC’s approval. 

Chingtord—Civic CENIRE.—corpn, are awaiting 
MH and LG sanction to the buuding ot a £/5,UvUU 
block of omices as the first stage in tne Civic Centre 
deve.opment in the Kidgeway. The ofces, to house 
Town Hail statf, will be built on the tiank of the 
smail Town Hall, which is to be preserved. On the 
other side of the Town Hall is to be a court house, 
with an underground Civil Detence controi centre at 
the rear. AJso in the site will be a fire stauon and 
council highways depot. 

City.—XTENSIONS.—Proposals have been made for 
the erection of additional storeys over premises at 
Nos. 13-14, Cornhill and No. 78, Lombard-st., EC3, 
tor Lloyds Bank, Lid. ‘he architects tor tne scheme 
are Henry Tanner, 134, Fenchurch-st., &C3. 

Edmonton.—JuNnior ScHOooL.—Middlesex CC are 
recommended to approve proposais for the erection 
of the Fieecetield proposed junior school at an 
estimated cost of £54,99U 

Edmonton.—INDUSTRIAL EstaTte.—Plans for the 
erection of buildings in the first stage of the scheme 
for the Montagu industrial estate are recommended 
for TC’s approval. 

Gilungham.—ScHOOoL CONVERSION.—A total of 
£38,000 is to be spent on converting the Medway 
Technical College into a boys’ technical school. 

Holborn.—PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.—Site has been 
cleared opposite Holborn Viaduct Station for a new 
London Weish Presbyterian church, to replace the 
Aldersgate one destroyed in the war. It is to be a 
Portiand stone building in the Georgian style, to the 
design of Mr. A. J. Thomas, FRisA, 3la, Sloane- 
st., SW1. It will seat about 900, with a basement 
meeting hall holding another 500. 

Mill Hill.—Nursery.—Proposals for the erection of 
a mew nursery on a site at The Fairway, at an esti- 
mated cost of £29,000, have been recommended for 
Middlesex CC’s approval. 

Southall.—PaviLion.—IC are recommended to 
approve plans for the construction of a pavilion at 
Durdans Park for Southall Cricket Club. 

Westminster—CoLoNniAL OPFFICE.—Revised plans 
have been prepared for the proposed new eight-storey 
Colonial Ottice building on the old Westminster Hos- 
pital site opposite Westminster Abbey, and bills of 
quantities are in preparation. The architects for the 
scheme are Sir John Burnet Tait and Ptnrs., 10, 
Bedford-sq., WC1. It is hoped that construction will 
commence by April 1, 1955. 

Woolwich.—PusLic LIBRARY. —Plans to build a 
public library in General Gordon-place, at an esti- 
mated cost of £15,000, are being considered by BC. 
The site was once earmarked for an LCC civic res- 
taurant but the county council dropped the scheme 
after protests were made. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—CoE Auth. propose erection of sec. 
mod. sch. in 1955 programme. 

Altrincham.—TC approved plans for alterations and 
extensions at Rigby Memorial schs., for Broadheath 
Congregational ~Church.—Extensions to factory at 
Woodfield-rd., for Budenberg Gauge Co., Ltd. Archi- 
tects, J. Henry Sellers & Son, 78, King-st.. Man- 
chester. 
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Ashington.—UDC approved plans for police houses 
in Kenilworth-rd. and Wansbeck-rd., for Northumber- 
land CC, and house and bungal ow in grounds of 
Ashington Hospital, for Newcastle a Brd. 

Ashington.—Northumberland Cty. Plan. Com 
approved plans by Northern (N & C) Coal Brd., for 
workshops and stores at Ashington. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.— propose erection of 30-40 
houses on Neal-ave. Playing Fields. 

Bangor.—TC approved amended Jayout for 16 Unity 
flats between Pen-y-Wern and Cilcoed. 

Belper.—RDC propose 20 additional houses on 
Perkeare. estate, South’ ‘Wingfield, and to invite 
tenders for 14 houses at Kirk Langley. 

Birmingham.—TC propose modernisation of Shen- 
ley Fields Cottage Homes, Northfield, £29,200 est.— 
EC propose following appointments in connection with 
schools building programme:—Harborne Hill FE 
Centre: Architects, Harvey & Wicks, 119, Hagley-rd. 
Quantity Surveyors, Silk Frazier, 35, Portland-rd. 
Heating and lighting consultants, Hoare, Lea & 
Partners, 23, St. James’s-rd. Structural consultants, 
S. Willis, 41, Water-st. Handsworth Church-la. Boys’ 
Modern: Architects, Nicol, Nicol & Thomas, 111, 
New-st. Quantity Surveyors, Reuben, Holbrow & 
Partners, 68, Harbourne Park-rd. Heating and light- 
ing consultants, A. Pashler, 50, Newhall-st. 
Structural consultants, D. W. J. Carrington, 105, 
Aston-rd. Bromford Mixed Modern: Architect, S. T. 


Walker, 83, Suffolk-st. Quantity Surveyors, Silk & 
Frazier. Heating, lighting & structural consultant, 
City E. Hagley-rd. Lordswood Girls’ Technical: 


Architect, C. E. Fillmore, Waterloo House, Waterloo- 
st. Quantity Surveyors, Silk & Frazier. Heating. 
lighting and structural consultant, City E. Marsh 
Hill Boys’ Technical: Architects, Hobbiss & Hobbiss, 
36, Waterloo-st. Broadmeadow Primary: Quantity 
Surveyors, Silk & Frazier. Heating and lighting con- 
sultants, Hoare, Lea Partners. Boulton-rd. 
Modern: Quantity Surveyors, Silk & Frazier. Heat- 
= and lighting, Hoare, Lea & Partners. 
hop Auckland.—UDC has appealed against the 

refusal of Cty. Plan. Auth. to sanction Council’s re- 
development plan for Witton Park area. 

Blackburn.—TC propose erection of 58 houses at 
Mereclough-ave. 

ckburn.—MoW propose erection of five-storey 

cclamana. an exchange adjoining Head Post Office. 

Bristol.—St. Paul’s Church, Bedminster, to be 
rebuilt. It is expected to be completed by early 1957. 
Architect, Eustace H. Button, FRIBA, 23, Berkeley- 
sq., Bristol. Est. cost of scheme, £80,000. 

Cannock.—UDC propose central omnibus stn. be- 
tween Stafford-rd. and Market Hall-st., £11,000 est. 

Carlisle—TC received approval in principle for 
erection of municipal offices. 

Chapel.—RDC propose erection of further houses at 


Hope. 

Cheshire.—CC approved plans for annexe to cty. 
offices, Chester, £55,000 est.—EC propose adaptation 
of pecimes ye nd Grange as special residential sch. for 
sub-normal girls, 

Chester.—Edward Dean & Sons, County Maid 
Bakeries, Upton Mill, propose demolishing Upton 
Mill and erection of modern factory. 

Chesterfield.—Coki Auth. propose 
church hall on Inkersall estatc. 

Coventry.—Rebuilding of Corley Residential Sch. 
— Children expected to start in January, 

Cumberland.—EC propose adaptation of Higham 
a ee rope» Yokened as special residential sch. 

Cumberland.—Contracts expected to be let shortly 
for two additions to Whitehaven factory of Marchon 
Products, Ltd. One extension will cover 42,000 sq. ft., 
the other 17,000 sq. ft. Architects, R. Ward & 
Partners, 33, St. George’s-dr., SWI. 

Darlaston. UDC approved erection of two-storey 
court room and office accommodation on site adjoin- 
ing town hall, £27,000 est. 

Darlington.—W. Dickinson, 221, Parkside, Darling- 
ton, to erect eight houses in Loraine-cres.—Raine 
Bros., Bowman-st., Harrowgate Hill, Darlington, 
aupee four houses in Hartford-rd. and Ravensdale- 


erection of 


Derbyshire.—EC received Min. approval for follow- 

~- in 1955 programme:—Ripley sec. tech. sch., 

(0,000; Duffield gram. sch., £112,200; Breadsall Hill 
es jun. sch., £51,392; Spondon gram. sch., £168,300; 
Ashbourne prim. sch., £30.514; Birley gram. sch.. 
£168,300; Ilkeston Hallam Fields inf. sch., £29,887; 
Ilkeston Bennerlay sec. mod. sch., £44,000; Creswell- 
Whitwell sec. mod., £95,232 est. 

Derbyshire.—CC propose following in 1955/6 pro- 
gramme:—Birley gram. sch., £168.300 est.; clinic and 
ambulance stn. at Eckington, £37,600 est.; new clinic 
at Hackenthorpe, £20.000 est.; new police sub-stn. at 
Hackenthorpe, £10,000 est. 

Dewsbury.—BC approved plans, sub-station at 
Moorcroft-rd., for Yorkshire Elec. Brd.; 25 houses at 
Hobart & Selso-rds., for Lawefield Estates, Ltd.; three 
houses at Wrexhall-rd. and 51 houses and bungalows 
at Mardale-rd., Patterdale-rd., Borrowdale-rd., Enner- 
dale-rd., Highdale and Lowdale, for G. Richardson & 


ns. 

Dudley. EC received approval for inclusion of ex- 
tension to production engineering and metallurgy wing 
at Dudley and Staffs tech. col. in 1955/6 programme, 
£16,500 est.—BC to prepare plans for bungalows in 
centre portion of Bramble Green site, Old Park Farm 
estate and erection of aged persons’ bungalows at 
Laurel-rd. 

Dudley.—Joseph Gillott and Sons, Ltd., of Birming- 
ham, to build £40,000 factory, covering 1,500 sq. ft., 
on Birmingham-rd., opposite Ward Arms Hotel. 
Managing director of firm, Nicholas Gillott. 

Durham.—CC has gr nme eight occupation centres 
in county for mental defectives. Plans by Cty. A, 

. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 
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Durham.—County EC to build sch. at = 
gee _— to accommodate 320 jun. and inf. Cy. & 
layton, Court-la., Dur! 
acs ar held by. MH&LG into RDC’s 
proposai to spend £76,000 on erection of pavilion 
block at Crimdon Park (part of £250,000 scheme for 
developing Fo into modern seaside resort). R. R. 
Lumsden, 

Easington.—RDC plan erection of 177 houses at 

Murton as first part of slum clearance scheme. S, 
Lumsden. 

Ellesmere Port.—UDC propose erection of 100 tra- 
ditional-type houses. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Mauchlen & Weightman, 
12, Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne, architects for eight 
shops to be built by private enterprise on Leam-la. 
housing estate. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—UDC S, H. Fawcett, to re- 
port on construction of maintenance depot and offices 
for Council’s housing dept. 

eetwood.—TC wager in P tan erection of 
library at Poulton-rd., £15,000 

F intshire.—CC plan new ciliieinicive Offices to 
cost £500,000 in Liwynegrin Park, near Mold, subject 
to approval of Welsh Board of "Health. Work may 
be carried out in stages. W. Griffiths, County A 

Gateshead.—Fennell & Co., Bridge End-chbrs., 
Chester-le-Street, architects for proposed First Church 
of Christ Scientist, at Harlow Green, Durham-rd. 

Gateshead.—S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, Espla- 
nade, Sunderland, architects for ay addition at 
Team Valley, for Forgrove Eng. Co., Ltd. 

Glendale.—RDC S R. Field, to prepare layout 
plans for 30 houses on A viltield estate. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—Cussins (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth, plan housing estate 
providing for 10,000 houses in an area mainly in 
Gosforth, but also partly in Castle Ward and Long- 
benton areas. Scheme will include seven-storey blocks 
of flats costing between £2,000 and_ £4,000 each flat. 

Halesowen.—BC propose 94 houses on Furnace 
Park Estate (where land for new school and private 
enterprise house development is also earmarked); 19 
old people’s bungalows at Abbey-rd.; 16 houses on 
site at Wall Well; 60 houses at old Witley Colliery. 
Hsg. Com. also approved lay-out plan for community 
centre on Hasbury Farm Estate, on land at junction 
Bassnace-rd. / Huntinetree-rd. 

Halifax.—TC received approval in principle for 
adaptations at John W. Harsfall Home for Blind. 

Halifax.— MH and LG agreed to borrowing by Hali- 
fax Corpn. of £44,864 for completion of shops and 
offices in George-st. 

Harlow Dey. Corpn. has concluded negotiations with 
Ravenseft Properties for lease of site in New Town 
Centre. Site has area of nearly 24 acres with approxi- 
mately 1,000 ft. of shopping frontage. It is hoped 
development will start within next nine months and 
be spread over 4 to 5 years. 

Hartlepool.—Planning approval given for TC’s 
scheme for erection of 20 single-person flats in 


Frederic-st. 
Haslingden.—Durie & Miller, Ltd., Rochdale-rd., 


Bury, propose erection of factory at Broadway, 
£150,000 est. Plans by R. E. Edge, Assistant in BE 
car Haslingden. 


Heanor.—UDC to invite tenders for 28 houses at 
Loscoe site. 











“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. #. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder”? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Joint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 are being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, “‘ The Builder,’’ The 
Builder House,  Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Planned by Durham Cty. EC, 
RC sch. shortly to be built, cost a: £250,000. Cry. 
A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Dur 

Huddersfield.— to seek Min. canoe for pro- 
posed Deighton sec. mod. sch 

Hall.—Another section of rebuilding of city centre 
has started at corner site of Jameson-st, and Prospect- 
st. Biggest shop in new block will be Woolworth’s. 

Irthingborough.—MH and LG allocated further 20 
dwellings to UDC to be built in Park-rd. area. A. 
Dewhurst, Council S, is preparing the scheme. 

Lancaster.—Lancs EC propose erection of new sch, 
clinic in 1954/5 programme, £16,950 es 


Lancs.—CC propose purchase and conversion of 
*“*Croich Hey,’’ Hawkshaw, as hostel for aged, 
£20,670 est. 

Leeds.—Brotherton & Co., Ltd., City-chbrs., In- 
firmary-st., Leeds, propose erection of offices in 
Westgate area. Architect, Victor Bain, 3, Queen’s- 
sq., ees 


Leigh.—RC Auth. propose erection of RC sec. 
sch., £140, 250 est. Work to commence in 1955. 

Liverpool. —Reg. Hosp. Board appointed R. N. 
Jones, 33, Thornton-rd., Bebington, as architect for 
alterations to the mental block at St. Catherine’s 
Hospital.—Lovell & Christmas, Ltd., 16, School-la., 
Liverpool, propose erection of factory at Brookfield. 
dr. and Atherton-rd., Fazackerley, Liverpool. Archi- 
tects, Alexander & Son, 60, Castle-st., 
Liverpool. 

Liverpool.—TC to prepare plans for branch libraries 
at County-rd. and central area of Speke.—EC re- 
ceived approval for inclusion of following schs. in 
1955/6 programme: Edge Hill cty. sec. for boys, 
£140,250 est., architects, Willink & Dod, Cunard 
Bidgs., Liverpool; Princes Park cty. sec. sch. for boys, 
plans by City A, £93,500 est.; Speke RC sec. sch. for 
girls, £93,500 est., architects, J. C. Prestwich & Sons, 
Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh; West Derby  cty. 
sec. sch., £192,870 est., architects, Harold E. Davies 
& Son, 18, Harrington-st., Liverpool; extensions to 


Belle Vale prim. sch., £37,750 est., ‘|! A; Woolton 
prim. sch., £39,936 est. -, architect, B. Miller, 39, 
Bluecoat-chbrs. .» School-la., Liverpool; * Ambrose 


RC prim. sch., architects, Weightman & Bullen, 76, 
Rodney-st., Liverpool.—A. W. Webb, Ltd., 27, Berry- 
st,, Liverpool, 1, propose erection of large, new 


garage at Roscoe-st. and Knight-st., Liverpool. 
Architects, Edmund Kirby & Sons, 5, Cook-st., 
Liverpool 2 


Loftus.—UDC to acquire three acres land at Tyne- 
st., East Loftus, for erection of houses. 

Manchester.—Packing Materials Assoc., Ltd., Little 
Green Works, Collyhurst-rd. and Appleton-st., Colly- 
hurst, propose erection of single-storey engineers’ 
shop, machine house and annexe, two-storey sanitary 
block and offices and reel store. Plans by Frederick 
Hill, 14, Manchester-rd., Bury. 

Manchester.—Pharmaceutical Laboratories (Geigy), 
Ltd., propose erection of pharmaceutical factory, 
offices and laboratories at Roundthorne Industrial 
Estate, Wythenshawe. Architect, B. Waterhouse, 134, 
Deansgate, Manchester.—William Timpson, Ltd., 
Ducie-st., propose conversion of shop premises into 
extensions to offices at 38, Gt. Ducie-st., Strangeways. 
Plans by Staff A, B. G. Nicholas.—A. R. Johnson, 
11, Peter-st., Manchester, architect for 10 houses at 
Abbey Hey-la., Gorton, for Louis Chevalier.—Baguley 
Working Men’s Club propose erection of club 
premises at Scout-rd., Newall Green, Wythenshawe. 
Architects, J. Price Nunn & Quysner, 180, Oxford- 
rd., Manchester, 13.—G. Reynolds & Co., 70-72, City- 
rd., Manchester, propose conversion of engineering 
works into = and motor repair workshops 
at 16, 18 and 20, Chester-rd., Manchester, 15. 

Maryport. —Cumberland EC Propose erection of 
library at John-st. £24,077 est. 

Middlesbrough .—Co-op Soc. to rebuild premises in 
ag we cost over £30, 

ton.—BC approved layout for 60 houses at 
Hollin Estate.—Approved plans: New licensed 
premises fronting Hollin-la./junction Langley-la. for 
Crown Brewery Co., Ltd., Rochdale-rd., Bury; dual- 
purpose building off Road No. 10, Langley Estate, 
for Diocese of Manchester, 90, D 

Milnrow.—Garfield Spinning Co., Newhey, to adapt 
** Brooklands,’’ Newhey-rd., as children’ s day nursery. 
Architects, Arthur Turner & Sons, Clegg-st., Oldham. 

Morley.—TC approved plans for shop at junction of 
Westerton-rd. and Hollerton-la., West Ardsley, for 
Batley Co-op. Society, Ltd. 

Morpeth.—TC received approval for building of six 
bungalows at rear of Spelvit-la. estate. Plans by 
BS. F. R. Perkins. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Cussins (Contractors), Ltd., 
The Drive, Gosforth, has purchased about 1,000 acres 
of land at Gosforth for development as private hous- 
ing estate and erection of about 10,000 houses. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Trade and Commerce Com. 
approved in principle £560,000 scheme for extending 
Newcastle Quay by further 620 ft. City E, P. Parr, 
Town Hall. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans by J. J. Smith, Sun Inn, 











Fore-st., Hexham, for warehouses in Ridley-pl. Back, 
for J. & H. Harrison, Ltd.. Newcastle. have been 
approved. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—L. J. Couves & Partners, 
Carliol House, Newcastle, architects for proposed 
gymnasium at St. Nicholas Cathedral sch., Clifton-rd. 
—Cackett, Burns Dick & MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., 
Newcastle, repared plans for store and offices in 
Coast-rd., for Lees Bakeries, Ltd.—E. M. Lawson, 
Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, architect for proposed 
motor showrooms for George & Jobling, South-st.— 
C. Solomon, 30, St. Mary’s-pl., prepared plans for 
alterations and additions in Shields-rd. and Millers- 
td., for Robinson & Son.—Newcastle Hospital Brd’s 
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Slater, Uren & Pike, Chartered Architects 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD. 
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these buildings were erected in 
a few days... from stock! 


The Unimer Organisation for the supply and service 
of Unimer tubular steel building components covers 
the -whole nation through 10 Area Distributors. 
Because of the standardization of dimensions and 


components, each Distributor carries complete stocks, ° 


with buildings “‘on the shelf” ready for immediate 
delivery. So through the Unimer organisation, any 
size of building can be erected anywhere in a matter 
of days. Unimer components are adaptable to a 
variety of buildings for factories, offices, workshops, 
garages, agricultural buildings, etc. and are permanent 
structures which can be enlarged at any time by the 
addition of identical units. 


Unimer Components are 
stocked by10 Area Distributors 


MERCHANTS 


|’ UNITED MERCHANTS LTD., Walter House, 
|. 418/422 Strand, London, W.C.2 

1 aa Send name of my nearest Unimer distributor 
‘ormation about-Unimer buildings for use as 


pL) Sending 


Serr eereries | 
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\ Name...: 





i eae Sa 
[ Address wteseesseped 
‘4 0 County. 
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_ The Unimer building consists of tubular steel trusses, purlins and sheeting 


rails, used in conjunction with tubular steel columns, in a wide-range of 


' spans and heights. 


ACCESSORIES 


’ The Unimer building can be clad with a variety of materials including. 


Asbestos Sheets, etc. and can incorporate dwarf walls of brick or concrete 
blocks. Either roof or side lighting may be used. 


Las N 


a ADVANTAGES 


Tube is considerably stronger weight for weight, than sectional steel. Thus 
the Unimer building, whilst it is as strong, is lighter than a sectional steel 
building, sv the saving in cost of steel, cartage, erection and foundations, 
make the Unimer building the fastest and most economical method of 
modern building. é 


UMITED 


BLMErveD 


WALTER HOUSE, 418/422 STRAND, LONDON, W.C2 
TELEPHONE: TEMple Bar 5883 (3 lines) 


B. FINCH & CO. LTD., oS UNITED MERCHANTS A. R. & W. CLEAVER 
Belvedere Works, LTD., Walter House, LTD., Advance Works, 
Barkingside, Essex. 418/422 Strand, Wood St., on. 
Phone: V ALentine 8888 London, W.C.2.- Phone: Northampton 14 _ 
(30 lines) Phone: TEMple Bar 5883 
(3 lines) 

THE SOUTH WALES 
ING CO Lab. Onn © sunbers SUPPLY 
Southampton, St. Station Yard, Exeter. CO. LTD., Wind Street, 


: pton a : Swansea. 
Phone: me 21271 ~=Phone: Exeter 3042 (3 lines) Phone: Swansea 2186 (4 lines) 


(7 lines) 


WM. DIBBEN & SONS 
LTD., 31 Winn.Road, 


E.H. SMITH (WEST- NORTHERN TUB 
HAVEN) LTD. a Re ytd © durpines LTD. 
1 Sherbourne Rd., Acocks “™ Raq” erby, 3/4 Higham Place 

4 ° 0 e . 

Phone: Acocks Green 0683 Phone: Derby 47461 (7 lines) Phone: Newcastle on Tyne 24011 
(10 lines) (10 lines) 
THE IRON & MARBLE COMPANY LIMITED, 33/35 Victoria Street, Bristol. 
Phone: Bristol 27471 (10 linesy 
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scheme for alterations to Walkergate Hospital to pro- 
vide eye hospital, will cost about £50,000.—Tender 
documents being prepared for proposed alterations to 
provide plastic surgery unit at Fleming Children’s 
Hospital. P. H. Knighton, MBE, ARIBA, ‘“ Dunira,”’ 
QOsborne-rd., Newcastie, Board's Chief A. 

Northailertoa.—Mazgistrates approved plans for pro- 
posed structural alterations to ** Golden Lion ’’ Hotel, 
Osmutheriey. 

Northallerton.—Cty. sec. sch. for 450 scholars to be 
built at Leyburn. Plans by Cty. A. 

Northampton.—Oxford Reg. Hosp. Board received 
Min. approval for out-patients’ department at Gen. 
Hosp. Architects, Sir John Brown, Henson & Ptnrs., 
Northampton 

Northampton.—CC propose erection of grouped 
homes for aged persons. 

North Riding.—EC to build prim. sch. at Rich- 
mond. Plans by Cty. A, County Hall, Northallerton. 

North Riding.—Harley, Richardson & Shaw, archi- 
tects, 3, Skinnergate, Darlington, had plans approved 
for 24 council houses at Leeming Bar. 

Northumberland.—EC to ask MoE to include in 
1955-56 building programme new tech. sch, cost 
£205,700. 

Northumberland.—New sch. at Bedlington included 
in 1954-55 building programme. Other _ schs. 
approved are two at Wallsend area and Prudhoe and 
one in south-east of county. 

Northumberland.—CC to carry out alterations to 
occupational centre at Bedlington. Tenders to be 
invited. Plans by Cty. A, Newcastle-on-Tyne. : 

Northumberland.—Home for four nurses to be built 
at Willington Quay by CC. Plans by Cty. A, C. C. 
Brown, Newcasile.—Cty. Plan. Com. approved pro- 
posals by NCB for drifts and surface buildings at 
Hedley-on-the-Hill. 

Nottingaam.—EC received Min. approval for new 
gram. sch. at Bilborough, £165,425 est. 

Otley.—UDC approved plans for extensions to bus 
garage at Bondgate for Exors. of S. Ledgard. 

Poulton-ie-Fyide.—UDC propose adaptation of old 
vicarage to torm new town hail, £10,UUU est. 

Richmond (Yorks).—RDC purchased Swale House 
for £4,250 to be converted into council chamber and 
offices. Plans by S, J. T. Powell. 

Ripon.—IC approved plans for factory at Bondgate 
and Bondgate Green-la. for Messrs. Glovers. 

Rochdale.—RC Auth. propose erection of sec, sch. 

Rochdale—TC approved plans for new factory 
building at Spotland for Turner Bros. Asbestos, Ltd. 

Runcorn.—RDC approved construction of library 
at Alexandra Park, Stockton Heath; erection of 12 
houses at Station-rd., Sutton; 12 off Lodge-la., Halton; 
six at Hatton-la., Stretton; six at Hambletts Hollow, 
Morley; 30 at Ship-st. site, Frodsham; and 34 at 
Cobbs Quarry, Appleton; and to acquire site at 
Helsby for 40-50 houses. ; 

Salford.—Booths Charities, Ltd., propose erection 
of further 72 aged persons’ dwellings at Eccles Old- 
rd., Pendleton.—TC propose erection of 14 bungalows 
at Stott-la., £19,413 est. Architects, W. Thorpe & 
H. Hirst Smith, Barton Arcade, Deansgate, Man- 
chester, who are to negotiate tender with G. J. 
Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, for erection. 

Seaham.—UDC asked permission to build extra 150 
houses next year to maintain continuity of work for 
direct labour organisation. A. M. Smith, S. 

South Shields.—Further sketch plans prepared for 
proposed outpatients’ dept. at Ingham Infirmary. for 
Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., Osborne-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. P. H. Knighton, Board’s Chief A. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—UDC to erect 18 to 20 
houses on three small sites at South Moor. MH&LG 
approved UDC’s proposal to erect 28 houses by direct 
labour at Tanfield Lea. 

Stretford.—BC approved plans: Warehouse at Traf- 
ford Park-rd. for Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd.; recon- 
struction and extension of 464-6, Chester-rd. and 
1, Darwent-st. for E. S. Bailey & Co., Ltd.; addi- 
tional floor for offices at Trafford Park-rd. for Llling- 
worth Ingham (Manchester), Ltd. 

Stretford.—BC approved plans for erection of 
church at Barton-rd., for Rev. C. H. Roots, 233, 
Barton-rd. Architects, Leach, Rhodes & Walker, 90, 
Deansgate, Manchester. 

Sunderland.—Corp. awaiting Government sanction 
to borrow £54,000 for two old people’s hostels. Nine 
hostels in all to be provided. Plans by Boro’ A. 

Swindon.—MH and LG approval awaited by Oxford 
Reg. Hosp. Board for sketch plans for first stage, est. 
cost £426,825, of new 500-bed hospital. First stage will 
comprise casualty and out-patient facilities for X-ray, 
pathology and physiotherapy, and theatre and ward- 
unit. Sir George Schuster, chairman of Board. 

Tynemouth.—BE, D. M. O’Herlihy, 16, Northum- 
berland-sq., North Shields, to submit plans to TC for 
proposed health department offices. Plans prepared 
by Tasker and Child, Trinity-bldgs., New Bridge-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for factory improvements in 
Norham-rd., for Ronson Products, Ltd.—Tynemouth 
and Whitley Bay Self-Build Assoc. propose 10 bunga- 
lows in Ennerdale-rd., etc., to plans by L. G. Wood, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields.—J. P. Neylon, 
builder, 1, Bedale-dr., Whitley Bay, to erect six 
bungalows in Sheringham-ave., North Shields.—BE 
Preparing sketch plans for proposed old people’s 
home.—J. ogers, Regent-ter., North Shields, 
invited by TC to erect another four flats in Redburn- 
view. 

Tynemouth.—Playing field pavilion to be built by 
Corp. Plans by Boro’ S, D. H. O’Herhily. 

Wallsend.—Boro’ E, G. N. Teasdale, to prepare 
plans for erection of bungalows at junction North-rd. 
Station-rd. 

Wallsend.—Sheppard & Partners, 16, Bedford-pl., 
WCl1, architects for proposed joinery works in 
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Station-rd., Wallsend, for Swan Hunter & Wigham 
Richardson, Ltd. 

Warwickshire.—EC preparing working drawings for 
following schs. in 1954/5 building programme:— 
Leamington Blackdown cty. sec., £195,000 est.; Sutton 
Coldfield high sch. for girls (extensions), £37,000. Also 
preliminary plans:—Bedworth Nicholas Chamberlaine 
cty. sec. (Stage 2), £120,000; Leamington tech. col. 
(Stage 2), £138,000; Nuneaton, Alderman Smith cty. 
sec., £184,000; Nuneaton day special, £30,000; Ship- 
ton-on-Stour cty. sec., £86,000; Warwick Beauchamp 
cty. sec. (Stage 2), £116,000 est. 

Whitby.—UDC approved Jayout plans providing for 
106 building plots on White Leys estate. 

Whitehaven.—TC seek loan sanction for £192,910 
for erection of 138 ‘* Easiform ’’ houses: £43,887 for 
erection of 30 traditional houses. 

Wigan.—RDC received approval for development of 
housing site south of Church-la., Shevington. 

Winchester.—Hampshire CC Planning Com. ap- 
proved application from West of England Sack Con- 
tractors, Ltd., for erection of warehouse, offices and 
flat at Bar End-rd. 

Wirral.—UDC seek loan £42,097 for erection of 
public hall. 

Wolverhampton.—EC to invite tenders for new 
changing rooms and toilet accommodation at Munici- 
pal gram. sch., £10,000 est. 

Woodplumpton (nr. Preston).—Parochial Church 
Council propose new vicarage. 

Workington.—D.S. Plugs, Ltd., propose extensions 
to factory. Architects, R. Ward & Ptnrs., 33, St. 
George’s-dr., SW1. 

Worthing.—Offington Nursery, Offington-la., cover- 
ing 54 acres, bought by A. G. V. Avon, estate 
developer, for estate of from 45 to 50 houses. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 

+t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Bebington.—Erection of a branch library at Higher 
Bebington-rd., for TC: *Win. Tomkinson & Sons, 
Ltd., Liverpool. £4,889. 

Birkenhead.—Erection of shop premises for Dale 
Forty & Co., Ltd.: *R. H. Lynn & Co., Ltd.. Cop- 
thall House, Copthall-ave., EC2. 

Birkenhead.—Erection of 135 houses and 42 flats at 
Overchurch estate, for BC: *Thos. Warrington & 
Sons, Ltd., 84, Station-rd., Ellesmere Port, £220,930. 

Birmingham.—Erection of Rednal Hill inf. sch., for 
EC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £40,715. 

Birmingham.—Erection of nursery dept. at Broad- 
meadow prim. sch., for EC: *F. Deeley, Ltd., 208, 
High-st., Harborne, £11,718. Improvements at 
Beeches-rd. mod. sch.: *T: Johnson (Contractors), 
Ltd., Great Brook-st., £11,364. Reorganisation of 
accommodation at MHawthorn-rd. prim. sch.: *T. 
Johnson (Contractors), Ltd., £5,223. Two additional 
classrooms at Vicarage-rd. girls’ mod. sch: *W. B. & 
F. T. Archer, Rookery-rd., £4,954. 

Bognor Regis.—20 aged persons’ bungalows, South 
Bersted, for UDC. E&S: *United Building Co., 
Bognor Regis. 
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Boston (Lincs).—24 houses at Woad Farm site, for 
TC: *H. H. Adkins, £30,318. 

Buteshire.—Erection of temporary sch. bldgs., at 
the farm of Knockenrooch, Rothesay: *John 
Hunter & Sons (Building Contractors), Ltd., Marions- 
lea, Minister’s Brae, Rothesay. 

Carlisle.—Extension to milk depot in Currock-rd., 
for Nestlé & Co., Ltd.: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston- 
rd., Carlisle. 

Cheshire.—-Improvements at Sch. of Agric., Rease- 
heath, for EC: *Preston & Owens, Ltd., Crewe, 
£14,973, plus £1,500 for additional! items. 

Chester.—Erection of two-storey 
houses and three blocks of -12 three-storey ‘‘ Unity ”’ 
flats at Blacon, for TC: *Richard Costain, Ltd., 
Barlows-la., Liverpool, £65,615. 

Coatbridge.—Erection of 12 houses at the Kirkshaw 
housing site, for Corp. Mr. James Monteith, FRIBA, 
Council A, Master of Works Offices, Municipal-bidgs., 
Coatbridge: *Weir Housing Corp., Ltd., Calder-st., 
Mossend, Coatbridge. 

Crawley.—Factory and office block for J. Stone & 
Co., Ltd. (approx. value, £215,000) Architects, 
Elliott, Cox & Partners. Surveyors, Messrs. Gleeds: 
— & Tompkins, Ltd., 109, Station-rd., Sidcup, 

ent. 

_ Dewsbury.—Erection of 150 non-traditional dwell- 
ings at Overthorpe estate, for BC: Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London. £197,902 revised tender. 
Drayton.—Erectior of 12 houses and 10 bungalows 
at Hodnet, and four houses at Moreton-rd., for RDC: 
*Frank Healey & Sons, Ltd., Market Drayton, £30,460 
and £7,079. 

Dunbartonshire.—Extensions to factory at Hally-st., 
Yorker, for William Rankine (Crown Corks), Ltd. 
The architects are Nodd-& Wallace (A&A), 278, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow: *Melville, Dundas & Whitson, 
Ltd., Public Works Contractors, Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow. 

Fulham.—Construction of welfare block and labora- 
tory, for North Thames Gas Brd.: *Rush & Tomp- 
kins, Ltd., 109, Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent, £78,745. 

Gateshead.—Construction of a brewhouse, East-st., 
for J. Rowell & Son, Ltd., brewers, 143, High-st., 
Gateshead. Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick & 
Mackellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
— Miller, Ltd., 17, North-st., Newcastle-on- 

'yne. 

Glasgow.—Specified works on 437 houses at Unit 2, 
Castlehill. The architect is Archibald G. Jury (F), 
Glasgow Cross Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow: 
Patent concrete flooring, *Concrete, Ltd., Etna Works, 
Falkirk, £20,094. Balcony fronts, *Barony Construc- 
tion Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, £3,847. 

Glasgow.—Painting work on schools, amounting to 
£63,228,, for Corpn., by the undernoted Glasgow con- 
tractors: *John Grant & Son (Decorators), Ltd.; 
*Archibald Stirling & Son, Ltd.; *James Hodgison 
& Son, Ltd.; ‘*Chisholm (Decorators),  Ltd.; 
*Alexander Riddell & Co., Ltd.; *Robert Bell; 
*Samuel Craig & Co., Ltd.; *Thomas C. Watson, 
Ltd.; *J. & R. Anderson & Co., Ltd.; *John Stanners, 
Ltd.; *MacLean & Spiers, Ltd.; *Cosmos (Decora- 
tors), Ltd.; *Johnston & Robertson, Ltd.; *D. Silver; 
*Deanston Decorators, Ltd.; *The Glasgow Personal 
Services; *Robert Henderson & Son, Ltd.; *John N. 
Newlands, Ltd.; *T. MacLean & Co., Ltd.; *W. D. 
Horne & Sons, Ltd.; *Scott Decorators, Ltd., The 
architect is John MacNab (F), Council Offices, Bath- 
st., Glasgow. 

Government of Burma.—Engineering college, poly- 
technic sch. and high sch., 44, Signal Pagoda-rd., Ran- 
goon. Raglan Squire & Partners, 3, Hobart-pl., SW1: 
*Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., Ruislip-rd., 
Southall, Middx. 

Kendal.—Erection of 80 dwellings at Hall Garth 
estate, for TC: *W. H. Ainsworth & Co., 14, Mints 
Feets-rd., Kendal, £105,343. 

(London (Air Ministry).—List of new works con- 
tracts to the value of £500 or over placed by the 
' rhataieaae of Contracts for the week ended August 


“* Unity ” 


Building work: James Miller & Partners, Ltd., 18, 
George-st., Edinburgh 2; Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., 51, 
Norfolk-st., | Cambridge. Runway construction: 
Robert M. Douglas (Contractors), Ltd., 395, George- 
td., Erdington, Birmingham 23. General maintenance 
work: Joseph Whittle, Ballast Bank, Inverkeithing; 
James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Clydesdale Works, Dal- 
marnock Bridge, Rutherglen; Kerridge (Cambridge), 
Ltd., 28, Sturton-st., Cambridge. 

€London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW for 
week ended August 14: 

London: Customs House, Lower Thames-st., EC3, 
repairs to stonework and renewal of guard rails. Thomas 
& Edge, Ltd., 25, Greens End, Woolwich, SE18; Mar- 
madon-rd., Woolwich, SE18, erection of 7 houses, 
J. W. Ellingham, Ltd., Dartford, Kent; 
Woburn-pl., WC1, internal decorations, J. W. 
(Painters), Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., SW19: 30, Euston- 
sq., NWI, external painting, Sykes & Son, Ltd., 8, 
Essex-st., Strand, WC2; Lambeth Bridge House, SE1, 
internal decorations, Decorative Art Guild, Ltd., 43, 
Lower Belgrave-st., Eaton-sq., SW1; Ariel House, 
Theobalds-rd., WCi, internal decorations, J. W. 
Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., SW19. 
Derbyshire: Market-pl., Ripley, new sub-office, Ford 
& Weston, Ltd., Osmaston-rd.. Derbys. Hampshire: 
M/ Agriculture, ‘* Clovelly,’’ Christchurch, Winchester, 
alterations and extensions, Hampshire Contractors, 
Ltd., 4, Southgate-st. Winchester. Lancashire: Board 
of Control at Moss Side Institution, Housing Site, 
Liverpool, erection of 14 houses, The Unit Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard. Speke, Liverpool. 
Nottinghamshire: Chalfont-dr., Nottingham, internal 
painting Block 2, garage, etc., F. Connor, 43, Harrow- 
td., Wollaton Park, Notts. Yorkshire: H.P.O. 








366 


Forster-sq.,, Bradford, alterations to public office, A 
Wood-Mitchell & Sona, Sunnyfield Works, Lowtown, 
Pudsey, Nr, Leeds; Government Buildings, Lawnswood, 
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Leeds, internal and external decorations, Marsh, Jones 


& Cribb, Ltd., Beeston-rd., Leeds 11 

{London (Office of the Receiver, New Scotland 
Yard).—Tenders placed for Metropolitan Police 
buildings:— 


Internal and external redecs., Penge PS, A. N. Bil- 
lings, Ltd., £1,072; ext. painting and int. repairs, etc., 
471-481, Rainham-rd., South Dagenham, Robinson 
Bros., £559; 1-15, Durham Hse. , Dagenham, Robinson 
Bros., £1,160; ext. and int. painting and repairs, 
Barking PS, R. Woollaston & Co., £2,788; | ext. 
painting and repairs, etc., Basildon-ave., Barkingside, 
Fisher & Stringer, £1,460. 

“London (War Dept.).—Works contracts pla¢ed by 
the War Dept. for the week ended August 14:— 

Durham: Roadwork, Tarsiag, Ltd., Stockton-on- 
Tees. Cumberland: Roadwork, Brown, Fraser & Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow. Inverness: Roof repairs, Charles 
Macdonald & Son, Inverness. Essex: Electrical in- 
stallation, Eastern Elec. Brd., Colchester. Kent: 
Painting, "Geo. Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., Lon- 
don, w38. Hampshire: Renew wood floors, William 
Bell & Sons (Andover), Ltd., Andover. Devonshire : 
Building, Wakeham Bros., Ltd. Plymouth. Wilt- 
shire: Roof repairs, Structural page geno ge Ltd., 
London, SW6. Berkshire: Erection of water storage 
tanks, Braithwaite & Co. (Structural), Ltd., Great 
Bookham, Surrey. Co. Down: .Painting and decorat- 
ing. A. C. Simpson, Armagr. 

ongbenton.—Erection of 160 houses on Section 4 
of Fordley estate, for UDC. A. E. Sweetman, S.: 
*J. H. Rogers, Regent-ter., North Shields (subject to 
Ministry approval). 

Manchester.—Extensions to factory at Sharston-rd., 
Northenden, for G. H. Scholes, Ltd.: *Ben Smith, 
Ltd., Hulme, Manchester. 

Middlesbrough. —Erection of four shops and two 
flats at Pallister Park, for TC. Boro’ E A. Ken- 
yon: *R Bailey & Son, Denmark-st., Middles- 
brough. 

Millom (Cumberland).—Additions covering 12,000 
sq. ft. to factory, for Hearfield & Co., Ltd. Archi- 
pag Ronald Ward & Partners, 33, St. George’s-dr., 

1: *Thomas Armstrong, Ltd., Cockermouth. 
pashan ction at Barony Hospital for 
Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd.: *Cooper Bros. & 
John Clayton, Ltd., Macclesfield, £9,887. 

Newburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of a Presbyterian 
Church at Middlegate, West Denton. Architects, P. L. 
Browne, Son & Harding, Pearl-bidgs., Northumber- 
land-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *John Jackson & Sons, 
Corporation-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of licensed premises at 
Hewley-cres., Throckley, for Newcastle Breweries, 
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Ltd. Architects, P, L. Browne, Son & Harding, Pear!- 
bidgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*R, W. Bell & Co. (Builders), Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £32,000. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of canteen kitchen in 


Coast-rd., for Lees Bakeries, Ltd.: *W. W. Kelsey, 
Back Hanover- ‘ Newcastle-on- Iyne. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Adaptation of part of Walker- 


gate Hospital into head oftice accommodation, for 
Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne- 
rd., Newcastie. P. H. Knighton, Brd’s Chief A: * 
& W. Lowry, 50, Corporation-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£18,187 (lowest tender). 

Plymouth.—Erection of Magnet Restaurant, Corn- 


wall-st. Architect and Surveyor, Alec F. French & 
Partners, Pearl Assurance House, Royal Parade, 
Plymouth: *A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Sutton- 


td., Plymouth. 
Ripley (Derbys).—Erection of a new post office, for 
MOW: *Ford & Weston, Ltd., Osmaston-rd., Derby. 
Sheffield.—Following for Reg. Hospital Brd.:— 
Alterations and additions to Eastwood Medical Uni: 
at Chesterfield Royal Hospital: *C. E. Gaunt & Sons, 
Ltd., West Bars, Chesterfield, £13,923. Improvements 
and upgrading at Conisbrough Hospital: *Ackroyd & 
Abbott, 47, Willoughby-st., Sheffield, £21,259. Up- 
grading works at Swithland Convalescent Home: *De 
Montford Joinery Co., Ltd., 5, De Montford-st., 
Leicester, £17,7 Extensions to admission hospital 
and erection of two huts at The Pastures: *H. White- 
head & Son, Ltd., Alvaston, Derby, £12, ro and 
£11,155. Extension ‘and alteration of Ward Block No. 
3 at Etwall Hospital: *Ford & Weston, Ltd., Osmas- 
ton-rd., Derby, £4,745. Adaptations to form matern- 
ity unit at John Faire Hospital: *J. C. Kellett & Son, 
, Southgate-st., Leicester, £8,950. 
Southampton.—tErection of Wimpson cty. prim. 
inf. sch., Millbrook, for CB. Arctitects, Lyons, 
Israel & Ellis. Quantities by Veale & Sanders:— 
A. E. ae & Son, Southampton .. £63,161 
C.F. C. (Southampton), Ltd., Southampton 59.632 
Richard ” Costain, Lid., London 59/504 


Hawkins Bros. (Gosport), Ltd., Gosport o>. eee 
. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., 
Weyhill . <s ore 

*G. E. Prince & Son, Ltd., Southampton kia 56,505 


Swansea.—New premises at Oxford-st., for Swears & 
Wells, Ltd. Architects, Henry A. Ellis & Son, 
i, 6, Wind-st., Swansea. Quantity Surveyor. 

W. Ellis, FRICS, eh De la Beche-st., Swansea: 
Tiaeetas Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., Heathfield Works, 
Carlton-ter., Swansea. 

Tynemouth.—Reconstruction of North Shields Fish 
Quay, for TC: *Brims & Co., City-rd., Newcastle-on- 

Tyne, £116,529. 

Walsall.—Conversion of disused chapel at Ryecroft 
Cemetery to form crematorium, for BC: *Deacon & 
Boardman, Ltd., Algernon-st., Walsall, £9,354. 

Wellington.—Erection of 107 dwellings at Overdale 
estate, Ketley, for RDC: *Lewis Bros. (Wednesfield), 
Ltd., Blackhalve-la., Wednesfield, £146,190. 
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